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EING, I hope, for the res 
B mainder of my Life, releaſed 
from that irkſome and unpleas 
ſant work of Controverly and wrang- 
ling about Religion, T ſhall now turn my 
thoughts to ſomething more agreeable to 
my temper , and of a more direft and 
immediate tendency to the promoting of 
true Religion, to the happineſs of Flue 
man Society , and the Reformation of 
the World. 

T have no intention to reflec} upon 
any that ſtand up in defence of the Truth 
and contend earneſtly for it, endeavour- 
ing in the ſpirit of meekneſs to re- 
A 2 claim 
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claim thoſe that are in Error. For 1 | 
doubt not but a very good man may up* | 
on ſeveral occaſions be almoſt unavoida- 
bly engaged in Controverſies of Re- 
ligion ; and if be have a head clear and 
cool enough, ſo as to be maſter of his 
own Notions and temper in that hot 
Kind of Service, he may therein do con- 
ſiderable advantage to the Truth : 
Though a man that hath once drawn 
blood in Controverſy, as Mr. Mede 
expreſſeth it, is ſeldom known ever per- 
feftly to recover his own good temper afs 
terwards. 

For this reaſon a good Man ſhould 
not be very willing, when his Lord 
comes, to be found ſo doing, and 
as it were beating his fellow-ſer- 
vants : 4nd all Controverly, as it 
is uſually managed, is little better. A 
ood man would be loth to be taken out 
of the World reeking bot from a ſharp 
contention with a perverſe Adverſary ; 
and not a little out of countenance, to 


find 


 m—— 
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find himſelf m this temper tranſlated 


into the calm and peaceable Regions of 


the Bleſſed, where nothing but perfett 
charity and good will reign for ever. 
I know not whether St. Paul, who 
bad been taken up into the third 
Heavens, did by that Queſtion of his, 
Where is the Diſputer of T HIS 
WORLD? intend to inſmuate 
that this wrangling work hath place 
only in this World , and upon this 
Earth where only there is a Duſt to be 
raiſed ; but will have no place in the 
Other. But whether St. Paul im 
tended this or not, the thing it felf 7 
think ts true, that inthe other World 
all things will be clear and paſt diſpute. 
To be ſure, among the Bleſſed ; and 
probably alſo among the Miſerable , 
unleſs fierce and furious Contentions , 
with great Heat without Light, about 
things of no moment and concernment to 
them, ſhould be defiend for a part of 
their Torment, 
As 
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As to the following Sermons, I am 
ſenſible that the Style of them is more 
looſe and full of words, than is agrees 
able to juſt and exatt Diſcourſes : 
But ſo 1 think the Style of Popular 
Sermons ought to be, And therefore I 
have not been very careful to mend this 
matter ; chufing rather that they ſhould 
appear in that native ſumplicity in which, 
ſo many years ago, they were firſt fram'd, 
than dreſs d up with too much care and 
Art. As they are, T hope the candid and 
mgenuous Readers will take them in 
good part. 

And 1 do heartily wiſh that all that 
are concern'd m the reſpeive Duties, 
treated on in the following Sermons, 
would be perſuaded ſo to lay them to beart 
as to put them effeftually in praftice : 
That how much ſoever the Reformation - 
of this corrupt and degenerate Age in 
which we live is almoſt utterly to be des 
Jpair'd of , we may yet have a more come 
fortable proſpe&# of furure Times , by 


ſeeing 
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ſeeing the foundation of a better World 
begun to be laid in the careful and cons 
ſcientious diſcharge of the Duties here 
mention'd : That by this means the Ge- 
nerations tocome may know God, 
and the Children yet unborn may 
fear the Lord. 

T have great reaſon to be ſenſible how 
faſt the infirmities of Age are coming ups 
on me, and therefore muſt work the 
Works of Him , whoſe Providence 
bath placed me in the Station wherem 
T am, whilſt it is Day, becauſe the 
Night cometh when no man can 
work. 

I knew very well, before T enter'd 
upon this great and weighty Charge, 
my own manifold defefs, and how uns 
equal my beſt abilities were for the due 
diſcharge of it ; but 1 did not feel this 
ſo ſenſibly as 1 now do every day more 
and more. And therefore that T might 
make ſome ſmall amends for greater 
failmgs, I knewnot how better to place 
the 
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the broken hours T had to ſpare from als 
moſt perpetual buſineſs of one kind or 
other, than m preparing ſomething for 
the Publick that might be of uſe to recos 
ver the decayed Piety and Virtue of the 
preſent Age ; mn which miquity doth ſo 
much abound , and the Love of God 
and Religion ts grown ſo cold. 

To this end I have choſen to publiſh 
theſe plan Sermons, and to recommend 
them to the ſerious peruſal and faithful 
praftice both of the Paſtors and Peo- 
ple committed to my Charge ; earneſtly 
beſeeching Almighty God, that by his 
Bleſſing they may prove effeftual to that 
good end for which they are ſincerely 
defuon'd. 


CONCERNING 


Reſolution and Stedfaſtneſs in Religion, 
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SERMON 
Preached at 
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= But as for me and my houſe , we 
will ſerve the Lord. 


WF Tl ER Joſhua had 
8 brought the People 
of Iſrael into the 
promiſedLand and 
ſettled them in the 
quiet poſlefſion of 

it, his great delire was to eſtablith 
B them 
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Ch.23.V.1, 


them in the true Religion, name- . 
ly, in the Worſhip of the One true 
Ged, who had broughe them out 
of the Land of Egypt, and given 
them the poſſeſſion of that good 
Land, the Land of Canaan. 

And now finding himſelf weak 
and declining, being an hundred 
and ten years old, and fearing leſt 
after his death the People ſhould 
fall oft from the true Religion to 
the worthip of Idols, he like a 
wiſe and goodGovernour conſiders 
with himſelf what courle he had 
belt ro take to keep them firm and 
ſtedtaſt in their Religion, and to 
prevent their detection to the 1dola- 
ry of the Nations round about them, 

And to thig end he calls a gene- 
ral Aflewmbly of all 1ſrael, that 1s, 
of the Elders, and Heads, and 
Judzes, and Officers of the ſeveral 
Trib's; andin a very wiſeandelo- 
quent Speech repreſents to them in 
what 


SE I er", 0 > 


Stedfaſtneſs in Religion. 


a 
TD — 


'what a miraculous manner God 


had driven out the Nations before them, 
much greater and ſtronger Nations than 
they, and had given them their 
Land to poſleſs it. And, in a word, . 
had performed punctually all that 
he had promiled to them. 

And therefore they ought to take 


great beed to themſelves, to love God 


and to ſerve Him; and if they did 
not, he tells chem that it {ſhould 


come to paſs, that as all good things are Ch. 23. 15, 


come upon you Which the Lord your God 
promiſed you , ſo ſhall the Lord bring 
upon you all evil things, until he have 
deſtroyed you from off this good Land 
which the Lord your Ged hath given you. 

After this, he calls them roge- 
ther a ſecond time, and gives them 
a brief hiſtorical account and de- 
duction of the great Mercies of 
God to them and their Fathers, 
from the days of Abraham, whom 
he had called out from among his 
B 2 1do- 
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Idolatrous Kindred and Countrey- 
men, unto that Day. 

From the conſideration of all 
which, he earneſtly exhorts them 
to renew their Covenant with 
God; and for his particular fatiſ- 
faction, before he left the World, 
folemnly to promiſe that they 
would for ever ferve God and for- 
ſake the ſervice of Idols : Now 
therefore fear the Lord, and ſerye Him 
m ſincerity and in truth': And put away 
the Gods which your Fathers Jerved on 
the other fide of the Flood, and in Ee 
2ypt ; and ſerve ye the Lord. 

And then in the Text, by a very 
clegant Scheme of Speech he does, 
asit were, once more ſet them at 
liberty ; and, as if they had never 
engaged themſelves to God by 
Covenant before, he leaves them 
to their free choite : Aud if it ſeem 
evil unto you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe 
yon this day whom ye will [erve ; whether 

the 
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the Gods whom your Fathers ſerved on 
the other ſide of the Flood, or the Gods 
of the Amorites in whoſe Land ye dwell. 

Not that they were ar liberty 
whether they would ſerve the true 
God, or not ; but to inſinuate to 
them that Religion ought to be 
their free choice : And likewile, 
that the true Religion hath thoſe 
real adyantages on its Side, that 
it may ſafely be referr'd to any 
conſiderate Man's choice: If it 
ſeemevil unto you 3 asif he had ſaid, 
If after all the demonſtrations 
which God hath given of his Mi- 
raculous Preſence among you, and 
the mighty obligations which he 
hath laid upon you by bringing 
you out of the Land of Feypt, and 
the Houſe of Bondage by ſo out- 
ſtretched an Arm; and by driving 
out the Nations before you, and 
giving you their Land to poſlels : 
It after all this, you can think it 
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fic to quit the ſervice of this God, 
and to worihip the Jdols of the 
Nations whom you have ſubdued, 
thoſe vanquiſhed and baffled Dei- 
ties : If you can think it reaſonable 
ſo ro do, but ſurely you cannot 3 
then take your choice : If it ſeem 
evil unto you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe 
you this day whom ye will ſerve. 

And to direct and encourage 
them to make a right choice, he 
declares to them his own Relolu- 
tion, which he hopes will alſo be 
theirs ; and as he had heretofore 
been cheir Captain, ſo now he of- 
ters hirmſelt to be their Example : 
But whether they will follow him 
or not, he for his part is fix'd and 
Immovable in this Reſolution ; 
But as for ME and my honſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord. | 

In effe& he tells them; I have 
propoſed the belt Religion to your 
choice, and I cannot but think, 

nay 
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nay | cannot but hope, that you 
will all ſtediaſtly adhere to it. Ir 
is ſo reaſonable and wiſe, ſo much 
your [Intere'!t and your Happineſs 
to do it. But if you ſhould do o- 
therwiſe, it you ſhould be fo weak 
asnot to diſcern the Truth, ſo wil- 
ful and ſo wicked as not to em- 
brace it : Though you ſhould all 
make another choice, and run a- 
way from the true God to the wor- 
ſhip of Idols; I for my part am 
ſtedfaſtly reſolved what to do : In 
a cale ſo manifeſt, in a matter fo 
reaſonable, no Number, no Exam- 
ple ſhall prevail with me to the 
contrary;; I will, if need be, ſtand 
alone in that which is lo evidently 
and unqueſtionably Righr : And 
though this whole Nation ſhould 
revolt all at once {rom the Wor- 
{hip ef the true God , and join 
with the reſt of the World in a 
falſe Religion and in the Worſhip 
B 4 of 
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of Idols; and mine were the only 
Family left in all Iſrael, nay in the 
whole World, that continued to 
worſhip the God of Iſrael, I would 
{till be of the ſame mind ; I would 
ſtill perfiſt in this Reſolution, and 
act according to it ; 4s for me 
and my bouſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 

A Reſolution truly worthy of 
{o great a Prince and ſo good a 
Man : In which he is a double 
Pattern tous. 

Firſt, of the brave Reſolution 
of a 2cod Man, namely , That if 
there were occaſion, and things 
were brought to that extremity, 
he would ſtand alone in the Pro- 
teſhon and PraRtice of the true 
Religion: 4s for ME, T wlll ſerve 
the Lord. 

Second'y, of the pious Care of a 
£90d Father and Faſter of a Family, 
© train upthoſe under his Charge 
1a the true Religion and Worſhip 

of 
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of God : 4s for me and MY HOUSE, 
we will ſerve the Lord. 


I ſhall at this time, by God's 
aſſiſtance, treat of the Firſt of 
theſe, namely, 

I. Of the brave Reſolution of 
a good Man, that it there were oc- 
caſion, and things were brought 
ro that extremity, he would ſtand 
alone in the Profeſſion and Pra- 
Etice of God's true Religion : Chuſe 
you this day, lays Joſhua, whom ye 
will ſerv? ; but as for ME, I will 
ſerve the Lord. Toſhua here puts 
the Caſe at the utmoſt extremity, 
That not only the great Nations 
of the World, the Egyptians and 
Chaldeans, and all the leſſer Nati» 
ons round about them, and in 
whole Land they dwelt, were all 
Jong ſince revolred to Idolatry, and 
pretended great Antiquity and 


long Preſcription for the Worſhip 
| of 
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of their falſe Gods : But he luppo- | 
ſeth yet further, That the only | 
true and viſible Church of God | 
then known in the World, the * 


People of Iſrael, ſhould likewiſe 
generally revolt and forlake the 
Worſhip of the true God, and cleave 
to the Service of Idols : Yet in this 
Cale, it we could ſuppoſe it to 
happen, he declares his firm and 
ſtedfaſt Reſolution to adhere to the 
Worſhip of the true God: And 
though all others ſhould fall off 
from it, that he would ſtand alone 
in the Profeſſion and Practice of 
the true Religion : But as for ME, 
Iwill ſerve the Lerd. 

In the handling of this Argu- 
ment I ſhall do thele two things. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall conſider the matter 
of this Reſolution, and the due 
bounds and limits of it. 

Secondly I ſhall endeavour to 
vindicate the reaſonableneſs of this 
Relo- 
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me err 


{ Reſolution from the 0bjefions to 
which this ſingular and perempro- 
F ry kind of Relolution may ſeem 
3 liable. 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider the matter 
of this Reſolution, and the due 
bounds and limits of it. 

iſt, The matter of this Reſolu- 
tion. Toſhua here reſolves that if 
need were, and things were 
brought to that pals, he would 
ſtand alone, or with very tew ad- 
hering to him, in the Profeſſion 
and Practice of the true Religion. 
And this is not a mere Suppolition 
of an impoſlible Caſe, which can 
never happen: For it may, and 
hath really and in fa&t happen'd 
in ſeveral Ages and Places of the 
World, 

There hath been a general 
Apoltacy of ſome great part of 
God's Church from the Belief and 
Profeſſion of the true. Religion 
c0 
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to Idolatry, and to damnable Errours 
and Hereſies: And ſome good Men 
have, upon the matcer, ſtood alone 
in the open Profeſſion of the true 
Religion, 'in the midſt of this ge- 
neral Defection from it. 

Elijah in that general Revolt of 
the People of 1/rae!, when they 
had forſaken the Covenant of the Lord, 
and broken down his Altars, and ſlain 
his. Prophets, and he only, as he 
thought, was left to ſtand alone: I 
ſay, in this Caſe when, as he veri- 
ly believed, he had no body to 

r Kings, ſtand by him, he was very zealous 
18.18, for the Lord God of Hoſts ; and with 
an undaunted courage ſtood up for 
the Worſhip of the true God, and 
reproved Ahab to his face for his 
defection to the Worſhip of Idols. 

And thoſe three brave Youths, in 
the Prophecy of Daniel, did in the 
like refolute and undaunted man- 
ner refuſe to obey the Command 


of 


4 Stedfaſtneſs in Religion. 


of the great King Nebuchadnezzar, 
to worſhip the Image which he had ſet up ; 
when all others Submitted, and 
paid Honour to it: Telling him 
plainly, If it be Jo, our God whomyv. 17, 18. 
we ſerve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery Furnace, and He will 
deliver us out of thy hand : If not, 
be it known unto thee, O King, that 
we will not ſerve thy Gods, nor worſhip 
the golden Image Which thou haſt ſet up. 

In like manner, and with the 
ſame Spirit and courage , Daniel 
withſtood the Decree of Darius , 
which forbade men to ask a Petiti- Dan. 6, 7. 
on of any God or man for thirty days, 
ſave of the King only ; and this under 
the pain of being caſt into the Den - 
of Lions : and when all others 

ave obedience to it, he ſer cpen the v. 10, 

windows of his chamber towards Jeru- 
ſalem, and kneeled down upon his knees 
three times a «ay, and prayed and gave + 
thanks, as be did afore time. 


in 


— 
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1 Kings, 
IS. 18, 


Dan. 3. 


to Idolatry, and to damnable Errours 
and Hereſies: And ſome good Men 
have, upon the matcer, ſtood alone 
in the open Profeſſion of the true 
Religion, 'in the midſt of this ge- 
neral Detection from it. 

Elijah in that general Revolt of 
the People of 1/rae!, when they 
had forſaken the Covenant of the Lord, 
and broken down his Altars, and ſlain 
his Prophets, and he only, as he 
thought, was left to ſtand alone: I 
ſay, in this Caſe when, as he veri- 
ly believed, he had no body to 
ſtand by him, he was very zealous 


for the Lord God of Hoſts ; and with 


an undaunted courage ſtood up for 
the Worſhip of the true God, and 
reproved Ahab to his face for his 
defection to the Worſhip of Idols. 

And thoſe three brave Youths, in 
the Prophecy of Damel, did in the 
like refolute and undaunted man- 
ner refuſe to obey the Command 


of 
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of the great King Nebuchaduezzar, 
to wor ſhip the Image which he had ſet up ; 
when all others Submitted , and 
paid Honour to it: Telling him 


plainly, If it be ſo, our God whom v. 17, 18. 


we ſerve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery Furnace, and He will 
deliver us out of thy hand : Tf not, 
be it known unto thee, O King, that 
we will not ſerve thy Gods, nor worſhip 
the golden Image Which thou haſt ſet up. 

In like manner, and with the 
ſame Spirit and courage , Daniel 
withſtood the Decree of Darins , 


which forbade men to ak a Petiti- Dan. 6.7. 


on of any God or man for thirty days, 
ſave of the King only ; and this under 


the pain of being caſt mto the Den 


of Lions: and when all others 
gave obedience to ir, he ſet pen the 
windows of his chamber towards 7Jeru- 
ſalem, and kneeled down upon his knees 


three times a &ay, and prayed and gave + 


thanks, as be did afore time. 
ſn 
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In the prevalency of the Arian 
Hereſie Athanaſius almoſt ſtood | 
alone in rhe profeſſion and main- | 
tenance of the Truth. Andin the | 
Reign of Antichriſt the true Church | 
of God is repreſented by a Woman | 
flying into the Wilderneſs, and 
living there in obſcurity for a long 
time ; infomuch that the Profel- 
ſours of the Truth ſhould hardly 
be found. And yer during that 
Degeneracy of ſo great a Part of 
the Chriſtian Church, and the pre- 
valency of Antichriſt for ſo many 
Ages, ſome few in every Age did 
appear whodid reſolutely own the 
Truth and bear Witneſs to it with 
their Blood + But theſe did almoſt 
ſtand alone and by themſelves, 
like a few ſcattered Sheep wan- 
dring up and down in a wide }Wl- 
derneſs. 

Thus, in the heigth of Popery, 
Wicklife appear'd here in England ; 

and 
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and Hierome of Prague and John 
Huſs in Germany and Bohemia. And 
in the beginning of the Reformati- 
on, when Popery had quite over-run 
theſe Weſtern Parts of the World 
and {ubdued her Enemies on every 
ſide, and Antichriſt late ſecurely in 
the quiet poſleſion of his King- 
dom ; Luther aroſe, a bold and 
rough Man, but a fit Wedge to 
cleave in ſunder ſo hard and knotty a 
Block ; ,and appeared ſtoutly a- 
gainſt the groſs Errors and Corruptis 
ons of the Church of Rome; and 
for a long time ſtood alone, and 
with a moſt invincible ſpirit and 
courage maintained his ground 
and reliſted the vnired malice and 
force of 'Antichri/! and his Atberents h 
and gave him lo terrible a Wound, 
that he is not yer perfeAtly healed 
and recovered of it, 

So that for a Man to ſtand a- 
lone, or with a very few adhering 
to 
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ro him and ſtanding by him, is not 
a mere imaginary Suppolition , 3 
but a Caſe that hath really and in * 
fact happen'd in ſeveral Ages and & 
Places of the World, Letusthen } 
proceed to conſider in the g 
2d. place, the due limits and | 
bounds of this peremptory ReſoJu- | 
tion. In all matters of Faith and } 
Praftice which are plain and evident | 
either from Natural Reaſon, or from 
Divine Revelation, this Reſolution | 
ſeems to be very reaſonable : But 
in things doubtful a modeſt man, | 
and every man hath reaſon to be | 
ſo, would be very apt to be ſtag- | 
ger'd by the judgment of a very 
Wiſe man; and much more of, 
many ſuch, and eſpecially by the 
unanimous Judgment of the gene- 
rality of Men; the general Voice 
and Opinion of Mankind being 
next tothe Voice of God himſelf. | 
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For- in matters of an different 
nature, Which God hath neither 
commanded nor forbidden, ſuch 
as are many of the Circumſtances 
and Ceremonies of God's Worſhip, 

a man would not be ſingular, S_—_ 
leſs tiff and immovable in his ſin- 
oularity ; but. would be apt to 

ield and ſurrender himſelf to the 

eneral Vote and Opinion, and to 
comply with the common Cuſtom and 
Praftice ; and mich more with the 
Rules and Conſtitutions of Authority, 
whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical. Be- 
cauſe in things lawful and mdifferent; 
we are bound by the Rules of De- 
cency and Civility not to thwart the 


, general Praftice ; and by the Come 


mands of God, we are certainly obli- 
ged to obey the lawful Commands of 
lawful Authority. 

Bur in things plainly contrary to 
the evidence of Senſe or Reaſon, or 
tro the Word of God, a man would 

C comt- 
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complement no Man, or Number 
of Men; nor would he pin his 
Faith upon any Church in the 
World ; much lels upon any ſingle 
Man, no not the Pope ; no, though 
there were never ſo many proba- 
ble Arguments brought for the 

proof of his Infallibility 
a this Caſe; a Man would be 
meular and ſtand alone againſt the 
whole World ; againſt the wrath 
and rage of a King and all the ter- 
rours of his fiery Furnace ; as in 0- 
ther matters, a Man would not be- 
lieve all the Learned Men in the | 
World againſt the clear evidence | 
of Senſe and Reaſon. If all the | 
great Mathematicians of all Ages, *® 
Archimedes, and Euclide, and Apollo» | 
nius, and Diophantus &c. could be | 
ſuppoſed to meet together in a Ges 
neral Council, and ſhould there de- 
clare in the moſt ſolemn manner,and 
gtiveit under their Hands and Seals, 
that 
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that twice two did not make four, but 

ve; this would not move me in 
che leaſt to be of their mind; nay, 
I who am no Mathematician would 
maintain the contrary, and would 
perſiſt in it without being in the 
leaſt ſtartled by the poſitive Opi- 
nion of theſe great and learned men 
and ſhould moſt certainly con- 
clude, that they were either all of 
them out of their Wits, or that 
they were byaſſed by ſome Intereſt 
or other, and ſwayed againſt the 
clear evidence of Truth and the 
full conviRtion of their own Rea- 
ſon to make luch a determination 
as this. They might indeed over- 
rule che Point by their Authority, 
but in my* inward judgment [ 
ſhould till be where I was be- 
fore. 

Juſt ſo in matters of Religion, if 
any Church, though with never ſo 


7 glorious and confident a pretence 
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to Infallibility, ſhould declare for 
Tranſubſtantiation, that is, that the 
Bread aud Wine in the Sacrament, 
by vertue of the Conſecration of the 
Prieſt , are ſubſtantially changed 
into the naturat Body and Blood of 
Chriſt ; this is ſo notoriouſly con- 
trary both to the Senſe and Reaſon 
of Mankind, that a Man would 
chuſe to ſtand fingle in the oppo- 
ſition of it, and laugh ar or rather 
pity the reſt of the World that 
could be ſo ſervilely blind as ſeem- 


ingly to conſpire in the belief of | 


ſo monſtrous an Abſurdity. 
And in like manner, it any 


Church ſhould declare, that Imas 3 


2es are to be worſhipped ; or that 
the Worſhip of God 1s to be per- 
formed in an unknown Tongue ; and 
that the H7. Scriptures, which con- 
tain the Word and Will of God, 
and teach men what they are to 
believe and do in order to their e- 

ternal 
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ternal Salvation,are to be Jock'd up 


and kept concealed from the Peo- 


ple in a Language which they do 
not underſtand, leit if they were 
permitted the free uſe of them in 
their Mother Tongue they ſhould 
know more of the Mind and Will of 
Godthan is convenient for the com- 
monPeople to know, wholeDevort- 
on and Obedience to rhe Church does 
mainly depend upon their Tongs 
rance : Or ſhould declare, thar the 
Sacrifice otChriſt was not offer'd once 


for all, but is and ought to be re- 


peared ten Millions of times every 
Day : And that the People ought 
to receive the Communion in one kind 
only, and the Cup by no means to be 
truſted with them for fear the Pro» 


fane Beards of the Laity ſhould drink 


of it: And that the ſaving efficacy 
of the Sacraments doth depend up- 
on the intention of the Pri:/t, without 
which the Receiver can have no 
C 3 bene- 
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benefit by them : Theſe are all of 
them lo plainly contrary to Scrips 
ture, and moſt of them in Reaſon 
{o ablurd, that the Authority of 
no Church whatſoever can oblige 
a man to the belief of them. 

Nay, I go yet further,that being 
evidently contrary to the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, though an Apoſtle, or 
an Angel from Heaven ſhould de- 
clare them , we ought to reject 
them. And for this I have St. Paul's 
authority and warrant, who ſpeak- 
ing of {ome that perverted the 
Goſpel of Chriſt by teaching things 
contrary to it, Though we, lays he, 
or an Angel from Heaven, preach any 
other Goſpel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be 
arcurſed: As we ſaid before, fo ſay 1 
now agam, though an Apoſtle, though 
an Angel from Heaven preach any other 
Goſpel unto you than that which ye have 
received, let him be accurſed, You re 
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he repeats it over again, to expreſs 
not only his own confident aſſu- 
rance , but the certainty of the 
thing. And here is an Anathema 
with a witneſs, which we may 
confidently oppole to all the 4na- 
thema's which the Council of Trent 
hath ſo liberally denounced againſt 
all thoſe who ſhall preſume to 
painſay theſe New Doftrines of 
their Church; which are in truth 
another Goſpel, than that which our 
B. Saviour and his Apoſtles taught : 
And yet on their Side there is nei- 
ther an Apoſtle, nor an Anvel from 
Heaven in the Cale. 

To pive but one Inſtance more : 
It Bellarmin ſhall tell me, as he ex- 
prel]y does, That if the Pope ſhould 
declare Virtue to be Vice, and Vice to be 
Virtue, I were bound to believe him uns 
leſs I would fin againſt ( onſcience : 
And if all the World ſhould ſay the 
{ame that Bellarmin docs, namely, 
C 4 that 
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that this Infallble Declarer of Vir- I 
tue and Yice were to be believed * 
and followed; yet I could not 
poſlibly be of their mind, for this 
plain and undeniable Reaſon ; 
becauſe if Yirtue and Vice be all 
one, then Religion is nothing ; 
ſince the main Deſign of Religion 
is to teach men the difference be- 
tween Virtue and Vice, and to oblige 
them to practiſe the one and to re- 
frain from the other : And if Reli- 

ion be nothing, then Heaven and 
Hell are nothing: And it Heaven 
be nothing, then an infallible Guide 
thither is of no uſe and to no man- 
ner of purpole ; becaule he is a 
Guide no whither, and fo his great 

Office ceaſes and falls of it ſelf. 
And now leſt any ſhould think 
me ſingular in this 4ſſertion, and 
that thereby 1 give a great deal 
[00 Muca to the ſingle Judgment 
ef private Perſons, and too little 
to 
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co the Authority of a Church, 1 
will produce the deliberate Judg- 
ment of a very Learned Man and 
2 great Aſſertour of rhe Church's 
Authority, concerning the matter 
1 am now ſpeaking of: I mean 
Mr. Hooker, in his delervedly ad- 
mired Book of Eccleſiaſtica! Policy. 
His words are theſe, [ grant, ſays 
he, thar Proof derived from the Au- 
thority of Man's Judement is not able 
to work that Aſſurance which doth grow 
by a ſtronger proof : And therefore al- 
though ten thouſand General Conncils 
ſhould ſet down one and the ſame Defi- 
nitive Sentence concerning any Point of 
Religion whatſoever , yet one Demons 
ſtrative Reaſon alledged, or one Teſtt- 
mony cited from the Word of God hims 
ſelf to the contrary, could not chuſe but 
over {way them all : In as much as for 
them to be deceived it is not ſo impoſ- 
ſible, as it is that Demonſtrative Rea- 


ſon or Divine Teſtimony ſhould deceive. 


And 
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And again, For men, lays he, to 
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be tyed and led by Authority, as it were | 


with a kind of Captivity of Me atkasy | 
and thouzh there be Reaſon to the con- 
trary not to liſten to it, but follow like 
Beaſts the firſt in the Herd, this were 
Brutiſh. 

Again, That the Authority of Men 
ſhould | prevail with Men, either againſt 
or above Reaſon is no part of OU R 
Belief. Companies of Learned Men , 
though they be never ſo great and Re- 
verend, are to yield unto Reaſon, the 
werght whereof i is no whit prejudiced by 
the ſimplicity of the Perſon which doth 
alledg it ; but bems found to be ſound 
and 2ood, the bare Opinion of men to the 
contrary muſt of neceſſity ſtoop and give 
place. And this he delivers not only 
as his own particular Judgment, 
but that which he apprehended to 
be the Judgment of the Church of 
England. 


I have 
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| have produced theſe clear and 
poſitive Teſtimonies of ſo learned 
and judicious a Perſon, and of fo 
great elteem in our Church, on 
purpole to prevent any miſappre- 
henſion, as if by this Diſcourſe [ 
intended to derogate from the Au- 
thority of the Church and her juſt 
and reaſonable Determinations, in 
things no wiſe contrary to plain 
Reaſon or the Word of God. And be- 
yond this pitch no judicious Prote- 
ſtant, that I know of, ever ſtrain'd 
the Authority of the Church, I 
proceed now in the 


Second place, to vindicate the 
Reaſonableneſs of this Reſolution 
from the Objefions to which this ſm- 
gular and peremptory kind of Reſolu- 


tion may ſeem liable, as 


Firſt, it may very ſpeciouſly be 04. ». 


{2id, rhat this does not ſeem mo- 
deſt for a man to ſet up his own 


pri- 
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And again, For men, lays he, to ? 
be tyed and led by Authority, as it were | 
with a kind of Captivity of Judgment, | 
and thourh there be Reaſon to the con- | 
trary not to liſten to it, but follow like | 
Beaſts the firſt in the Ferd, this were | 
Brutiſh. | 

Again, That the Authority of Men 
ſhould prevail with Men, either againſt 
or above Reaſon is no part of OU R 
Belief. Companies of Learned Men, 
though they be never ſo great and Re- 
verend, are to yield unto Reaſon, the 
weight whereof 1s no whit prejudiced by 
the ſimplicity of the Perſon which doth 
alledg it ; but being found to be ſound 
and good, the bare Opinion of men to the 
contrary muſt of neceſſity ſtoop and give 
place. And this he delivers not only 
as his own particular Judgment, 
but that which he apprehended to 
be the Judgment of the Church of 
England. 


I have 
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| have produced theſe clear and 
polirive Teſtimonies of ſo learned 
and judicious a Perſon, and of ſo 
great eſteem in our Church, on 
purpole to prevent any miſappre- 
henſfion, as if by this Diſcourſe [ 
intended to derogate from the Au- 
thority of the Church and her juſt 
and realonable Determinations, in 
things no wiſe contrary to plain 
Reaſon or the Word of God. And be- 
yond this pitch no judicious Prote- 
ſtant, that I know of, ever ſtrain'd 
the Authority of the Church, I 
proceed now in the 


Second place, to vindicate the 
Reaſonableneſs of this Reſolution 
trom the Objefions to which this ſin- 
gular and peremptory kind of Reſolu- 


tion may ſeem liable, as 


Firſt, it may very ſpeciouſly be 04. r. 


ſaid, rhat this does not ſeem mo- 
deſt for a man to ſet up his own 


pri- 
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private Judgment againſt the ge- 
neral Suffrage and Vote. And it 
is very true, as I ſaid before, that 
abou: things mdifferent a man 
ſhould not be ſtiff and ngular ; 
and in things doubtful and obſcure 
a man ſhould not be over-confi- 
dent of his own Judgment, and 
inſiſt peremptorily upon it againſt 
the general Opinion : Butin things 
that are plain and evident, either 
from Scripture or Reaſon, it is nei- 
cher immodeſty , nor a culpable 
ſingularicy, for a man to ſtand 
alone in the defence of the Truth. 
Becauſe in ſuch a Caſe a man does 
not oppole his own fingle and pri- 
vate Judgment to the Judgment 
of Many, but the common Rea- 
ſon of Mankind and the Judgment 
of God plainly declared in his 

Word, 
If the generality o* men ſhould 
eurn Atheiſts and Infidels, and ſhould 
deny 
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deny the Being of God , or his 
Providence; the Immortality of mens 
Souls, and the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments of another World : Or ſhould 
deny the Truth of the Goſpel and 
of the Chriſtian Religion, it would 
not certainly be any breach of mo- 
deſty for a man to appear ſingle, 
if no body elſe would ſtand by 
him, in the reſolute defence of 
theſe great Truths. 

In like manner, when a whole 
Church , though never ſo large 
and numerous, ſhall conſpire to- 
gether to corrupt the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſo far as to impoſe upon 
Mankind, under the name of Chri- 

ian Dofrines and Articles of Faith, 
things plainly contrary to the Seaſe 
and Realon of Mankind, and to 
the clear and expreſs Word of 
God, why muſt a Man needs be 
thought immodeſt, if he oppoſe 
ſuch groſs Errors and Corruptions 
| of 
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of the Chriſtian Dorine ? And 
what reaſon have the Church of 
Rome to talk of modeſty in this 
Caſe, when they themſelves have 
the face to impoſe upon Mankind 
the belief of things contrary to 
what they and every man elle 
ſees ? As they do in their Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation : And to re- 
quire of them to do what God 
hath expreſly forbidden, as in the 
Worſhip of Images; belides a great 
many other Idolatrous PraQtices of 
that Church : Todeny the People 
the free ule of the H. Scriptnres, 
and the publick Service of God in a 
known Tongue ; contrary to the very 
end and deſign of all Religion, 
and in affront to the common 
Reaſon and Liberty of Mankind. 

Secondly, it is pretended that it 
is more prudent for private Per- 
{ons to err with the Church, than 


to be lo pertinacious in their own 
Opl- 
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Opinions. To which I anſwer, 
that it may indeed be pardonable 
in ſome Caſes to be led into mi- 
ſtake by the Authority of thole to 
whoſe Judgment and Inſtruction 
we ought to pay a great deference 
and ſubmiſſion : Provided always 
ic be in things which are not plain 
and neceſlary ; but lurely it can ne- 
ver be prudent to err with any 
number, how great {oever, in mat- 
ters of Religion which are of mo- 
ment, merely for Numbers lake: 
Bur to comply with the known Er- 
rours and Corruptions of any Church 
whatſoever is certainly damnable. 


Thirdly, it is pretended yet fur- gz, ;. 


ther, that men thall ſooner be ex- 
culed in following the Church, than 
any particular Man or SeF, To 
this I anſwer, thar it is very true 
if the matter be doubtful, and eſ- 
pecially it che Probabilities be e- 
qua], or near equal on both Sides : 

But 
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Bur if the Errour be groſs and pal- 
pable, it will be no excuſe. to have 
tollowed any number of Mea, 
or any Church whatſoever. For 
here the- competition is not be- 
tween Men and Men, but between 
God and Men: And in this Cale 
we mult forſake all Men to follow 
God and his Truth. Thou ſhalt in 
no wiſe follow a Multitude in a known 
Errour, is a Rule which in Reaſon 
is of equal obligation with that 
Divme Law, Thou ſhalt in no wiſe fol- 
low a Multitude to ao evil; or rather 
is comprehended in ir, becauſe to 
comply with a known Errour is certain- 
ly to do Evil. 

And this very 0bjefion the Jews 
made againſt our B.Saviour and the 
Doctrine which He taught, that 
the Guides and Governours of the 
Fewiſh Church did utterly differ 
from Him, and were of a con- 
trary miad, Hay? any of the _— 

ay 
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ſay they , believed on him 2 What ? 
will you be wiſer than your Rulers 
and Governours? What? follow 
the Doctrine of one ſingle Man a- 
gainſt the unanimous Judgment 
and Sentence of the Great Sanbedrim, 
to whom the Trial of Do@rines 
and pretended Prophets doth of 
right belong * 

But, as plauſible as this 0bje&is 
en may ſeemto be, it is to be con- 
ſidered that in a corrupt and dege- 
nerate Church the Guides and R1- 
lers of it are commonly the worſt, 
and the moſt deeply engaged in 
the Errours and Corruptions of it. 
They brought them in ar firſt, and 
their Succeſſours, who have been 
bred up in the belief and practice 
of them, are concern'd to uphold 
and maintain them : And fo long 
a Preſcription gives a kind of Sacred 
Stamp even to Errour, and an Au- 
thority not to be oppoſed and re 
ſiſted; D Anc 


Sermon I. C oncerning 


And thus it was 1n the corrupt 
Stateof the Jewiſh Church, in our 
Saviours Time : And ſo likewile 
in that great Degeneracy of the 
Chriſtian Church, in the Times of 
Popery, their Rulers made them to ery : 
Infomuch that when Martin Luther 
appeared in oppoſition to the Er» 
rours and Superſtitions of that 
Church, and was hard preſs'd with 
this very Objeftion which the Pha- 
riſees urg'd againſt our Saviour, he 
was forc'd to bolt out a kind of 
unmannerly Tiuth , Religio nunquam 
magts periclitatur quam inter Reverens 
diſſtmos, Religion, ſays he, is never 
greater hazard and worſe treated, then 
amonzſt the moſt Reverend; meaning 
the Pope and his Cardinals, and all 
the Romiſh Hierarchy who had their 
dependance upon them. 

Fourthly, it is Objefted, That as 
on the one hand there may be dan- 
ger of frrour in following blindly 


the 
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the Belief of the Church, ſo on 
the other hand there is as great a 
danger of Schiſm in forlaking the 

Communion of the Church upon 
pretence of Errours and Corruptions. 

Very true ; but where great Er» 
rours and Corruptions are not only 
pretended, bur are real and evi- 
dent : and where our Compliance 
with thoſe Errours and Corruptions 
is made a neceſſary Condition of out 
Communion with that Church : In that 
Caſe, the guilt of Schiſm, how 
great a Crime ſoever it be, doth 
not fall upon thoſe who forlake 
the Communion of that Church, but 
upon thoſe who drive them out of 
it by the ſinful Conditions which they 
impoſe upon them. 

And this is truly the Caſe be- 
tween Hs and the Church of Rome, 
as we are ready to make good, and 
have fully done it upon all Occa- 


hons; and they have never yer 
D : been 
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been able to vindicate and clear 
themſclves of thoſe groſs Errours 
and Corruptions which have been 
charged upon them, and which 
they require of all their Members as 
neceſſary Conditions of Commemion 
with them here, and of eternal Sal- 
vation hereafter. 

For we do not Object to them 
doubtful matters, but things as 
plain as any are contained in the 
Bible, as every. body would fee if 
they durſt but let every body read 
ict. The Worſhip of Images is there 
as plainly forbidden in the Deca- 
logue, as Murther and Adaltery are, 
The Communion in both Kinds is as 
expreſs an Inſtitution of our Savis 
our, as any 1n all the New Teſta- 
ment; and even as the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper it ſelf ; only that 
Church pretends to a Diſpenſing 
Power, as a Privilege inherent 1a their 
Church and inſeparable from it. 
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And, to add bur one Inſtance 
more ; Publick Prayers and the Ser- 
vice of God in an unknown Tongue, 
are as plainly and fully declared a- 
gainſt by St. Paul, in a long Chapter 
upon this ſingle Argument, as 
any one thing in all his Epi/tles. 

Theſe things are plain and un- 
deniable, and being o, are a full 


- juſtification not only of the Church 


of Enzland , in the Reformetiq 
which She thonghre fit ro make 
within her ſelf from the groſs Er- 
rours and ( orruptions of the Church 
of Rome ; bur likewile of particular 
Perſons who have art any time for 
the ſameRealons withdrawn them- 
ſelves from Her Communion, in 
any of the Popiſh Countries : Yea 
though that ſingle Perſon {ſhould 
happen to be in thole Circumſtan- 
ces that he could not have the Op- 
portunity of holding Communion 
with any other (hurch, that was free 
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from thoſe Errours and Corrupti- 
ons, and which did not impole 
them as neceſſary ( onditions of ( om 
munion. 

For if any (hurch fall off to 
Idolatry , every good ( hnſtian not 
only may, but ought to forſake 
Her ( ommunion ; and ought rather 
to ſtand ſingle and alone in the 
Profeſſion of the pure and true 
Religion, than ro continue in the 
( ommunton of a corrupt and Idola- 
trous ( burch. 

I know that ſome Men are fo 
fond of the Name of a (hurch that 
they can very hardly believe that 
any thing which bears that glori- 
ous Tit "uy can milcarry or do any 
thing ſo much amiſs as to give juſt 
occation to any of her Members to 
break oft from Her (ommunion : 
What ? the ( burch err * That is 
iuch an Abſurdity, as is by many 
thought ſufficient to put any 0bjz- 
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Aion out of countenance. That 
the wh:le ( hurch, that is, that all the 
(briſtians in the World ſhould at 
any time fall oft to [dolatry and into 
Errours and Prattice; directly con- 
trary tO the (hriſtian Dofrine te- 
vealed in the H. Scriptures, is on all 
hands, I think, denied : Bur that 
any Particular Church may fall 
into ſuch Errours and Praftices 15, 
I think, as univerſally granted : 
Only in this Caſe they demand to 
have the Roman Catholick Church ex- 
cepted; And why I pray ? Becauſe 
though the Roman Church is a Pars 
ticular Church, it is alſo the Hniver- 
al Church : If this can be, and good 
ſenſe can be made of a Particular- 
Hniverſal Church, then the Roman 
Church may demand this high Pri- 
vilege of being exempted from the 
Fate of all other Churches ; but if 
the Roman-Catholick, that is a Par- 
ticular-Univerſal Church be a gro's 
D 4 and 
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and palpable Contradi&ion, then it 
is plain that the Church of Rome 
hath no more pretence to this Pri- 
vilece, than any other Particular 
Church whatſoever. 

And which is yet more, ſome 
men talk of theſe matters at that 
rate, asif a man who thought him- 
{elf obliged to quit the Commu- 
nion of the Church of Rome, ſhould 
happen to be ia thoſe Circumſtan- 
ces that he had no Opportunity of 
joining himſelt ro any other Com- 
munion, he ought 1n that Cale to 
pive aver all thoughts of Religion, 
and not be ſo conceited and pre- 
ſumptuous as to think of going to 
Heaven alone by himſelf. 

Ic is without doubt a very great 
Sin to deſpiſe the Communion of 
the Church, or to break off from 
ir ſo long 2s we can continue in it 
withour Sin: Bur if things ſhould 
once come to that Paſs that we 


mult 
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muſt either diſobey God for com- 
pany, orſtand alone in our obedi- 
ence to Him, we ought moſt cer- 
tainly ro obey God whatever 
comes of it; and to profeſs his 
Truth, whether any bodyelſe will 
join with us in that Profeſſion or 
not. 

And they who ſpeak otherwiſe 
condemn the whole Reformation , 
and do in effe&t ſay that Martin Lus 
. ther had done a very ill thing in 
breaking off from the Church of 
Rome, if no body elſe would have 
joined with him in that honeſt De- 
lign. And yet if it had been ſo, 
| hope God would have given him 
the Grace and Courage to have 
ſtood alone in ſo good and glori- 
ous a Cauſe, and to have laid down 
his Life for it. 

And for any man to be of ano- 
ther Opinion, is juſt as if a man 
upon great deliberation ſhould 
chule 
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chuſe rather to be drowned, than 
to be ſaved either by a Plank or a 
ſmall Boat ; or to be carried into 
the Harbour any other way, than 
in a Great Ship of lo many hundred 
Tuns. 

In ſhort, a good man muſt re- 
ſolve to obey God and to profeſs 
his Truth, though all the World 
ſhould happen to do otherwile. 
Chriſt hath promiſed to preſerve 
his Church to the end of the World, 
that is, he hath engaged his Word 
that he will take care that there 
ſhall always be, in ſome part of 
the World or other, ſome perſons 
that ſhall make a ſincere Profellion 
of his true Religion. 

But He hath no where promi- 
ſed to preſerve any one Part of his 
Church from ſuch Errours and Cor- 
ruptions , as may oblige all good 
men to quit the Communion of 
that Part ; yea though when they 
have 


J—_— as” TW nM aw 


Stedfaſtneſs in Religion. 


have done ſo, they may not know 
whither to reſort for a&tual Com- 
munion with any other ſound Part 
of the Chriſtian Church. As it hap- 
pened to ſome particular Perſons, 
during the Reign and Rage of Po- 
pery in theſe Weſtern Parts of the 
Chriſtian Church. 

The Reſulr from all this Diſ- 
courſe is, to confirm and eſtabliſh 
us all, in this Hour of Temptation 
and of the Powers of Darkneſs, in 
the well-grounded Belief of the 
neceſlity and juſtice of our Refor- 
mation from the Errours and Corrup- 
tions of the Roman Church, Andto 
engage us to hold faſt the Profeſſion of 
our Faith without wavering : And not 
only to profeſs and promiſe as Pes 
ter did to our Lord, though all men 


forſake thee, yet wif not 1 : Bur if 


there ſhould be Occalion, to per- 
form and make good this Promiſe 
with the hazard of all that is dear 
to 
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to us, and even of Life it el 
And whatever Trials God may 
permit any of us to fall into, to 
cake up the pious Reſolution of | 
Joſhua here in the Text, that what- | 
ever others do, W E will ſerve the | 
Lord. 

I will conclude my Diſcourſe, 
upon this Firſt Partitular in the 
Text, with the Exhertation of St. Paul 

Ch, 1, v.27, © the Philippians, Only let your con- 
verſation be as it becometh the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Stand faſt in one Spirit, be 
of one Mind, ſtriving together for the 
Faith of the Goſpel : In nothing terri- 
fied by your Adverſaries, which to them 
is an evident token of Perdition, but to 
Jou of Salvation, and that of God. 

And thus much may ſuffice to 
have ſpoken to theFy/t thing in the 
Text, namely, the pious Reſoluti- 
on of Joſhua , that if there were 
Occaſion and things were brought 
to that extremity, he would ſtand 

alone 
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alone in the Profeſſion and Practice 
of God's true Religion : Chuſe you 
this Day whom ye will ſerve, but as for 
ME, Iwill ſerve the Lord. 

I ſhould now have proceeded to 
the Second thing, and which indeed 
I chiefly intended to ſpeak to from 
this Text, namely, the pious Care of 
a good Father and Maſter of a Fas 
mily, to train up thoſe under his 
Charge in the Religion and Worſhip 
of the true God: As for Me and 
MY HOUSE, we will ſerve the 
Lord. But this I ſhall not now en- 
ter upon, but defer it to ſome other 
Opportunity. Conſider what ye have 
beard, and the Lord give you under- 


ſtanding in all things, 
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—But as formeand MY HOUSE, 
we will ſerve the Lord. 


Shall now proceed to the Second 
Point contained in the Text, 
namely, 


[I. The pious Care of a good 
Maſter and Father of a Family, to 
train up thoſe under his Charge in 


the 
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the Worſhip . and Service of the 
true God : As for me and MY 
HOUSE, wewill ſerve the Lord. 

And this is the more neceſlary 
to be ſpoken to, becauſe ir is a 
great and very eſſential part of 
Religion, but ſtrangely overlook'd 
and neglected in this looſe and de- 
generate Age in which we live. It 
Is 4 great Part of Religion ; for 
next to our perſonal Homage and 
Service to Almighty God , and the 
Care of our own Souls, 1t 1s in- 
cumbent upon us to make thoſe, 
whoare under our Charge and ſub- 
ject to our Authoriry, God's ſub- 
jects, and his Children and Ser- 
vants ; Which is a much more ho» 
nourable and happy Relation, than 
that which they bear-ro us. 

Our Children are anatural part of 
our ſel yes, and the relt of our Fa- 
mily ate a Civil and Political part : 
And not only we our {clyes, bur 


all 
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all that we have and that belongs 
co us is God's, and ought to be de- 
voted to his ſervice. And they that 
have the true Fear of God them- 
ſelves, will be careful to teach it to 
others ; to thoſe eſpecially who 
are under their more immediate 
Care and Inſtruction. And there- 
fore God had fo great a confidence 
concerning Abraham as to this par- 
ticular, as to undertake for him, 
that being ſo very good a man 
himſelf he would not fail in fo 

great and neceſſary a part of his 
Duty, For 1 know hm, lays God of 
him, that he will command his Children 

and his Houſheld after him, and they 

ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do 

Juſtice and Judgment. God paſleth 

his Word for him, that he would 
not only take care to inſtruct his 
Children and the reſt of his nume- 
rous Family in the true Religion, 


but that he would likewiſe lay a 
B 2 ſtrict 
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ſtrit Charge upon them to propa- 
gate and tranſmit ir to their Poſte- 
r1tY. 


all Fathers and Maſters of Families ; 
and an eflential part of Religion, 
next to ſerving God in our own 
Perſons, to be very careful that 
all that belong to us do the lame, 
For every man muſt not only give 
an account of himſelf ro God, but 
of thoſelikewiſe that are commit- 


ted to his Charge that they do not 
miſcarry through his neglect, 


In ſpeaking of this great and ne- 
ceſſary Duty I fhall do rthele four 
things. 

Firſt, T thall ſhew wherein it 
doth conſiſt, | 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider our 
Obligation to it, both in point of 
Duty and of Intereſt, 


4 
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And this certainly is the Duty of ; 
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Thirdly, I ſhall enquire into the 
Cauſes of the ſo common and 
ſhameful negle& of this Duty, to 
the exceeding great Decay of Pie- 
ty amongſt us. 

Fourthly, as a Motive and Argtcs 
ment tous to endeayour to retrieve 
the practice of this Duty, I ſhall 
repreſent to you the pernicious 
Conſequences of the neglect of it, 
both with regard to our Selves, and 
to the Publick. In all which I ſhall 
be very brief, becauſe things that 
are plain need not to be long. 

I. I ſhall ſhew wherein the 
Praftice of this Duty doth conlfift. 
And in thisI am lure there is no 
need to be long, becauſe this Du- 
ty is much better known than pra- 
tiled. "The principal Parts of it 
are theſe following. 

Firſt, by ſetting up the conſtant 
Worſhip of God in our Families. 
By daily Prajzers to God, every 
E 3 Morn- 
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Morning and Evening ; and by read- 
ing ſome Portion of the H. Scrips 
tures at thoſe Times, eſpecially 
out of the P/alms of David, and 
the New Teſtament. And this is 
ſo neceſlary to keep alive and to 
maintain a ſenſe of God and Re- 
ligion in the minds of men, that 
where it is negleFted I do not fee 
how any Family can in reaſon be 
eſteemed a Family of Chriſtians, 
or indeed to have any Religion at 
all. 

And there are not wanting ex- 
cellent Helps to this purpoſe for 
thoſe that ſtand in need of them, 
as I think moſt Families do for the 
due and decent diſcharge of this 
ſolemn Duty of Prajer : I ſay, 
there are excellent Helps to this 
purpcſe, in the ſeveral Books of 
Devotion calculated for the private 
ule of Familics, as well as for Se- 
cret Prayer 19 our Cloſets, 
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So that beſides the reading of 
the H. Scriptures, which are the 
great Fountains of Divine Truth ; 
we may do well likewiſe to add 
to theſe other pious and profitable 
Books, which by their plainneſs are 
fitted for the inſtruction of all Ca- 
pacities in the moſt neceſſaryPoints 
of Belief and Praftice : Of which 
ſort, God be thanked, there is an 
abundant tore ; but none that I 
think is more fitted for general 
and conſtant uſe than that excellent 
Book ſo well known by the Title 
of The whole Duty of Man: Becauſe 
it is conveniently divided into Parts 
or Seftions ;. one of which may be 
read in the Family , at any time 
when there is leiſure for it ; bur 
more eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 
when the whole Family may the 
more eaſily be brought and kept 
together, and have the Opportuni- 
ty to attend upon theſe things 
without diſtraction, And, 
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And, which I muſt by no means 
omit, becauſe it is in many Fami- 
lies already gone, and in others 
going out oft Faſhion : I meana 
folemn acknowledgment of the 
Providence of God, by begging 
his Bleſſing, at our Meals, upon 
his good Creatures provided for 
our ule; and by returning Thanks 
to him for the benefit and refreſh- 
ment of them : This being a 
piece of Natural Religion owned 
and practiſed in all Ages, and in 
moſt Places of the World; bur 
never ſo ſhamefully and ſcanda- 
louſly negle&ed, andl fear by ma- 
ny lighted and deſpiſed, as it is a- 
monglt us at this Day : And 
molt neglefted where there is 
greateſt Reaſon for the doing of 
It, I mean at the moſt plentiful 
Tables, and among thoſe of high- 
eſt Qualicy ; As if Great Perſon; 


yere aſhamed, or thought {corn 
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to own from whence theſe Blel\- 
ſings come ; like the Nation of 
the Jews, of whom God complains 


in the Prophet, She knew not that I Hol. 2. 8. 


ave Her Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, 
and multiplied ber Silver and Gold : 
She knew not , that is, She would 
not acknowledge from whole 
Bounty all theſe Bleſſings came : 
Or , as if the poor were obliged 
tothank God for a little, but thoſe 
who are fed to the full, and whoſe 
Cups overflow, ſo that they are al- 
moſt every day ſurfeited of plenty, 
were not at leaſt equally bound to 
make returns of thankful acknow- 
ledgment to the Great Giver of all 
good things; and to implore His 
Bounty and Bleſſing, upon whom 
the eyes of all do wait, that He may 
give them their meat in due Seaſon, 

0 crooked and perverſe Generation ! 
Do you thus Reaſon ? Do ye thus 
requite the Lord, fooliſh and unwiſe ? 
This 
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This is a very {ad and broad Sign 
of the prevalency of Atheiſm and 
Infidelity among us, when ſo Nats 
ral and ſo Reaſonable a piece of Res 
ligion, lo meet and equal an ac- 
knowledgment of the conſtant and 
daily Care and Providence of Al- 
mighty God towards vs begins to 
grow out of Date and uſe ; in a 
Nation profeſſing Religion , and 
the Belief of the Bemg and Provi- 
dence of God. Is it not a righteous 
thing with God to take away his 
Bleſflings from us, when we deny 
Him this juſt and eaſy Tribute of 
Praiſe and Thanklgiving 2 Shall 
not God viſit for this horrible - Ingras 
titude ? And ſhall not his Soul be aven- 
ged on ſuch a Nation as this ? Hear, 
0 Heavens, and be ye horribly aſtoniſh- 
ed at this! I hope it cannot be 
thought misbecoming the meaneſt 
of God's Miniſters, in a matter 
wherein the Honour of God is ſo 

nearly 
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nearly concerned, to reprove, even 
in the Higheſt and Greateſt of the 
Sons of Men, ſo ſhameful and 
heinous a Faulr, with a proportio- 
nable Vehemence and Severity. 

Secondly, another, and thar alſo 
a very conſiderable Part of this 
Duty, conſiſts in inſtructing thoſe 
committed to our Charge in the 
Fundamental Principles, and in the 
careful Pratice of the neceſſary Du- 
ties of Religion; inſtilling theſe 
into Children in their tender years, as 
they are capable of them, line upon 
lme, and precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little ; and into thole 
that are more grown up, by proper 
and ſuitable means of inſtruction, 
and by furniſhing them with ſuch 
Books as are moſt proper to teach 
them thoſe things in Religion 
which are moſt neceſlary by all to 
be believ'd and practis'd. 


And 
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And in order hereunto we ſhould 
take care that thoſe under our 
Charge, our Children and Servants, 
ſhould be taught to read, becauſe 
this will make the buſineſs of In- 
ttruction much eafter ; ſo that if 
they are diligent and well-diſpos'd 
they may,after having been taught 
the firſt Principles of Religion, by 
reading the H. Scriptures and other 
good Books, greatly improve them- 
ſelves, ſoas to be prepared to re- 
ceive much greater benefit and 
advantage by the publick teaching 
of their Miniſters. 

And in this work of Inſtrufion 
our great care ſhould be to plant 
thole Principles of Religion in our 
Children andServants which are moſt 
fundamental and neceſlary, and are 
like to have the greateſt and moſt 
laſting influence upon their whole 
Lives : As right and worthy Ap- 
prehenſtons of God, eſpecially of 


his 
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his infinite Goodneſs , and that 
He is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity : And a lively ſenſe alſo of 
the great evil and danger of Sin : 
A firm belief of the Immortality 
of our Souls, and of the unſpeak- 
able and endleſs Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments of another World. If 
theſe Principles once take root, they 
will ſpread ſtrangely, and proba- 
bly flick by them and continue 
with them all their Days. 
Whereas if we plant in them 
doubtful Doftrines and Opinions, and 
inculcate upon them the Notions 
of a Set, and the Jarzon of a Pare 
ty, this will turn to a very pitiful 
account, and we mult expect that 
our Harveſt will be an{werable to 
our Husbandry : We have ſown the 
Wind, and ſhall reap the Whirlwind. 
Burt of this I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak more particularly and fully 
tn the enſuing Sermons concern- 
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ing the good Education of Childrens 
And this work of Inſtru&ion of 
thoſe that are under our Charge, 
as it ought not to be neglected at 
other Times, ſo is it more peculi- 
arly ſeaſonable on the Lord's Day, 
which ought to be employed by us 
to Religious purpoſes, and in the 
Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion : 
Chiefly in the Publick Worſhip and 
Service of God, upon which we 
ſhould take care that our Children 
and Servants ſhould diligently and 
devoutly attend. Becauſe there 
God affords the Means which he 
hath appointed for the begetting 
and increaſing of Piety and Good- 
neſs and to which he hath promi- 
ſed a more eſpecial Bleſſing : 
There they will have the opportu- 
nity of joining 12 the publick Pray- 
ers of God's Church, and of ſha- 
rvig in the unſpzakable benefit and 
advantage of them : And there 


they 
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they will alſo have the advantage | 


. of being inſtructed by the Mini- 
fters of God in the Doctrine of 
Salvation, and the way to Eternal 
Life ; and of being powerfully in- 
cited to the practice of Piety and 
Virtue. 

There likewiſe they will be in- 
vited to the Lord's Table, to parti- 
cipate of the FH. Sacrament of 
Chriſt's moſt bleſſed Body and Blood ; 
which being the moſt Solemn Inſti- 
tution of the Chriſtian Religion, the 
frequent participation whereof is 
by our B. Lord, in remembrance 
of his Dying Love , enjoined upon 
all Chriſtians, we ought to take a 
very particular care that thoſe who 
are under our Charge, ſo ſoon as 
they are capable of it, be duly in- 
ſtructed and prepared for it ; that 
ſo as often as Opportunity is of- 
fer'd for it, they may be preſent 
at this Holy Action, and partake 

| of 
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of the ineſtimable Benefits and 
Comforts of it. 

And when the Publick Worſhip of 
that Day is over,our Families ſhould 
be inſtructed at ome, by having 
the Scriptures and other good Books 
read to them ; and care likewiſe 


ſhould be taken that they do this 


themſelves ; this being the chief 


Opportunity that moſt of them , 
eſpecially thoſe that are Servants, 
have of minding the buſineſs of 
Religion, and thinking ſerioully 
of another World. 

And therefore I cannot but think 
ic of very great conl<quence to the 
maintaining and keeping alive of 
Religion in the World, that this 
Day be Religioully obſerved, and 
ſpent as much as may be in the 
exerciies of Picty, and in the care 
of our Souls, For {urely every one 
that hath a true ſenſe. of Religion 
will grant that ic is neceſlary that 
fome 
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ſome Time ſhould be folemnly ſer 
apart for this purpoſe, which is of 
all other our greateſt Concern- 
ment: And they who neglect this 
ſo proper Seaſon and Opportunity, 
will hardly find any other Time 
for it : Eſpecially thole who are 
under the Government and Com- 
mand of others, as Children and 
Servants, who are ſeldom upon 
any other Day allowed ro be ſo 
much Maſters of their Time, as 
upon this Day. 

Thirdly, I add further, as a con- 
ſiderable Part of the Duty of Pa- 


rents and Maſters of Families, it they 


be defirous to have their Children 
and Servants Religious in good ear- 
neſt and would fer them forward 
in the way to Heaven, that they 
do not only allow them Time and 
Opporrunity, bur that thcy do alſo 
ſtrictly and earneſtly charge them 
to retite themſelves every Day, 
| F bur 
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but more eſpecially on the Lord'; 
Day, Morning and Evening, to 


pray to God for the Forgivenels of 


their Sins, and for his mercy and 
Blefling upon them; and likewiſe 
to Praiſe Him for all his Favours 
and Benefits conferred upon them 
from Day to Day. 

And in order to this, they ought 
to take care that their { hildren and 
Servants be furniſh'd with fuch 
ſhort Forms of Prayer and Praiſe, 
as are proper and ſuitable to their 
capacities and conditions reſpe- 
tively ; becauſe there are but ve- 
ry few that know how to let about 
and perform thele Duties, eſpeci- 
ally at firſt, without ſome Helps 
of this kind. 

Fourthly and laſtly, another prin- 
cip:l Part of this Duty confiſts in 
e1ving 200d Example to our Families. 
This was David's Rejolution, Twill 
behave my ſelf wiſely m a perfet way, 
I will 
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T will walk within my Houſe with a per» 
feft beart. Take great care to be 
exemplary to thy Family in the beſt 
things ; in a conſtant and devour 
ſerving of God, and in a ſober 
and prudent and unblameable 
Converlation. 

One of the beſt and moſt efte- 
Qual ways to make thoſe who are 
under our Care ard Authority 
good, is to be good our Selves, 
and by our good Example to ſhew 
them the way to be ſo. Without 
this our beſt Inſtructions will lig- 
nify but very little, and the main 
force and efhcacy of them will be 
loſt. We undermine the beſt In- 
{tructions we can give, when they 
are not ſeconded and confirmed by 
our own Example, and Practice. 
The want of this will weaken the 
Authority of all our good Coun- 
ſel, and very little Reverence and 
Obedience will be paid to it. The 
= Pre- 
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Precepts and Admonitions of a 
very good Man have in them a 
great power of Perſuaſion, and 
are apt ſtrongly to.move and to 
inflame others to 20 and do likewiſe : 
Burt the good Inſtru&.ions of a bad 
Man are languid and faint, and of 
very little force ; becaule they give 
no heart and encouragement to 
follow that Counſel which they 
ſee he that gives it does not think 
fit rorake himſelf. Bur of this like- 
wile [ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak 
more fully in the following Diſ- 
courſes concerning the good Educati- 
on of Children. And thus much may 
ſuffice to have ſpoken of the Firſt 
thing which I propoſed, namely, 
wherein the Practice of this Duty 
doth conſiſt, I proceed to the Se- 
cond, namely, | 

II. To conſider our Obligation 
toit, both in point of Duty and 


of Intereſt. 
Fiſt, 
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Firſt, m Point of Duty. All Au- 
thority over others 1s a ſalt en- 
truſted with us by God for the be- 
nefirand good of others ; and for 
which we are accountabie. 1 we 
do not improve it and mike ule of 
itto that end. We are oblizved by 
all lawful means to provide lor the 
temporal welfare of our Family, to 
feed and cloath their Bodes and to 
give them a confortable Sub- 
ſitence here in the World : And 
lurely much more are we obliged 
to take care of their Souls, and to 
conſult their eternal Happineſs in 
another Life ; in compariſon of 
which all temporal Conceraments 
and Conſiderations areas nothing. 

It would be accounced a very 
barbarous thing in a Father or Mas 
ſter to ſuffer a Child to ſtarve for 
want of the neceſſari-s of Life, food 
and raiment,and alltheWorldwould 
cry ſhame upon them for it : But 
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how much greater Cruelty muſt 
it in reaſon be thought to ler an 
immortal Soul, and one for whom 
Chriſt died, periſh for want of know- 
ledg and neceſſary Inſtruon for the 
attaining of eternal Salvation ? 

The 4poſtle St. Paul thinks no 
words bad enough for thoſe who 
negle& the temporal welfare of 
their Families, He that provideth nor, 
fairh he, for his own , eſpecially for 
thoſe of his own Houſe, hath denied the 
Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, 
that is, he does not delerve the 
Name of a Chriſtian, who negleQs 
a Duty to which from the plain 
Dictates of Nature 2 Heathen thinks 
himſelf obliged. What then ſhall 
be ſaid for them who take no care 
to provide for theeverlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, and to prevent the eternal 
Miſery and Ruin of thoſe who 
are ſo immediately under their 
Charge, and fo yery nearly related 
fo them ? We 


CR  ——— 


| ES: 
Family-'Relivwn. 


721 


—_ —_ 


We are obliged to procure the 
Happineſs of our (bildren not only 
by the Laws of Chriſtanity , buc 
likewiſe by all the Natural bonds 
of Duty and Aﬀection, For our 
Children are a part of our Selves, 
and if they periſh by our taulr and 
negle&t, it will be a perpetual 
Wound and. Sting to us ; their 
Blood will be upon our heads, and 
the guilt of it will for ever lye ar 
our doors. 

Nay, we are obliged likewile 
in Juſtice, and by way of Repa- 
ration, to take all poſſible care of 
their Happineſs; for we have con- 
veyeda lad Inheritance to them, in 
thoſe corrupt and evil inclinations 
which they have derived from us : 
And therefore we ſhould with the 
greateſt care and diligence endea- 
vourto rectify their perverſe Na- 
tures, and to cure thole curſed dil- 
poſitions to evil which we have 
F 4 trank- 
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tranimitted ro them: And fince 
God hath been pleaſed in ſo mucl: 
mercy to provide, by the abun- 
dant Grace of the Goſpel, lo power- 
ful a Pemedy for this hereditary Diſ- 
eaſe of our corrupt and degenerate 
Nature, we {ſhould do what 1n us 
lies, that they may partake of the 
Blefling and Benekit of it. 

And as to other Members of our 
Family, whether they be Servants, 
or other Relations of whom we 
have taken the Charge ; common 
Humanity will oblige us to be con- 
cerned for their Happinels as they 
are Men and of the ſame Nature 
with our Selves ; and Charity like- 
wile, as they are Chriſtians and Bap- 
tiſed into the ſame Faith and capa- 
ble of the ſame common Salvation, 
does yet more ſtrictly oblige us by 
all means to endeayour that they 
may be made partakers of it ; el- 
pecially ſince they are committed 
co 
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to our Care, and for that reaſon 
we muſt expect to be accountable 
ro God for them. | E-- 
So that our Ubligation 11 point of 
Duty is very clear and (trong, and 
if we be remiſs and negligen: in 
the diſcharge of it we can never 
anſwer it either to God, or to our 
own Conſciences : Which I hope 
will awaken us all who are con- 
cerned 1n it to the ſerious confide- 
ration of it, and effe&tually engage 
us for the future to the faithful aad 
con{cientious performance of it. 
Secondly, we are hereto likewiſe 
obliged in point of Intereſt ; becauſe 
tis really for our ſervice and ad- 
vantage that thoſe that belong to 
us ſhould ſerve and fear God : 
Religion being the beſt and ſureit 
Foundation of the Duties of all 
Relations, and the beſt Caution and 
Securiry for the true diſcharge and 
performance of them, 
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Would we have dutiful and 0+- 
bedient Children, diligent and faith- 
ful Servants 2 Nothing will loet- 
feually oblige them to be ſo, as 
the Fear of God and the Princi- 
plesof Religion firmly ſertled and 
rooted in them. Abraham who by 
the Teſtimony of God himlelt 
was ſo eminent an Example in 
this kind, both of a good Father 
and a good Maſter of his Family, 

found the good ſucceſs of his Re- 
ligious care in the happy effects of 
it, both upon his Son Iſaac, and his 
chief Servant and Steward of his 
Houſe, Eliezer of Damaſcus. 

What an unexampled Inſtance 
of the moſt profound reſpect and 
obedience to the Commands of 
his Father did Jſaac give, when 
without the leaſt murmuring or re- 
lucancy heſubmitted to be bound 
and laid upon the Altar, and to 
have been ſlain for a Sacrifice ; if 

God 
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God had not by an Angel, ſent on 
purpoſe, interpoſed to prevent it? 

What an admirable Servant to 
Abraham was the Steward of his 
Houle, Eliezer.of Damaſcus? How 
diligent and faithful was he in his 
Maſter's lervice ? So that he truſted 
him in his greateſt Concernmeats 
and with all that he had. And 
when he employed him in thar 
great Aﬀair of the Marriage of his 
Son Iſaac, what pains did he take, 
what prudence did he uſe, what 
fidelicy did he ſhew in the dil- 
charge of that great Truſt, giving 
himſelf no reſt till he had accom- 
pliſh'd the Buſineſs he was ſent a- 
bout ? God ſeems purpoſely to 
have left cheſe two Inſtances upon 
Record in Scripture, to encourage 
Fathers and Maſters of Families to 
a Religious care of their Children 
and Seryants, 


And 
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And to ſhew the power of Re- 
ligion to oblige men to their Du- 
ty, 1 will add bur one Inſtance 
more. How did the Fear of God 
ſecure Joſeph's fidelity to his Mater, 
in the Caſe of a very great and vio- 
lent Temptation > When there 
was nothing elle to reſtrain him 
from ſo lewd and wicked an a& 
and to which he was ſo powerfully 
rempted, the con{1deration of the 
great truſt his Maſter repoled in 
him and the ſenſe of his Duty ro 
him, but above all the Fear of God 
prelerved him from conſenting to 
{o vile and wicked an ation, How 
can I, ſays he, do this great wickedneſs 
and ſin againſt God ? 

So that in prudence, and from 
a wiſe conſideration of the great 
benefit and advantage which will 
thereby redound to us, we ought 
with the greateſt care to inſtill the 
Principles of Religion into thoſe 
that 
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that belong ro us. For if the Seeds 
of true Piety be ſown in them, we 
ſhall reap the fruits of ic: Andit 
this be neglected, we ſhall certain- 
ly find the milchief and inconve- 
nience of it. If our Children and 
Servants be not taught to fear and 
reverence God, how can we ex- 
pect that they ſhould reverence 
and regard us? at leaſt we can 
have no ſure hold of th:m. For 
nothing but Religion Jays an obli- 
gation upon Con'cience, nor is 
there any other certain bond of 
Duty and Obedience and Fidelity : 
Men will break looſe from all o0- 
ther Ties when a fit Occaſion and 
a fair Opportunity doth ſtrongly 
temptthem. And as Religion is 
neceſſary to procure the favour of 
God and all the comfort and hap- 
pinels which that brings along 
with it, ſoit is neceſlary likewile 
to ſecure the mutual Duties and 
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Offices of men to one another. 1 
proceed to the Third thing which 


I propoled, namely, 


Ill. To enquire into the Car/es 
of the ſo common and ſhamety] 
Negleft of this Duty, to the exceed- 
ing great decay of Piety among 
us. And this may in part be aſcri- 
bed to our Civil Confuſions and 
Diſtractions, but chiefly to our 
Difſentions and Differences in Re- 
ligion, which have not only divi- 
ded and ſcattered our Parochial 
Churches and Congregations , bur 
have entred likewileinto our Fami- 
lies, and made great diſturbances 
and diſorders there. 

Firſt, this may in good part be 
aſcribed to our Civil Confuſtons and 
Diſtractions, which for the time 
do lay all Laws aſleep, and do not 
only occaſion a general Licenti- 
ouſnels and diſfiolureneſs of Man- 
ners, 
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ners, but have uſually a propor- 
tionable bad influence upon the'or- 
der and Government of Families ; 
by weakening the Authority of 
; thoſe that Govern, and by giving 
the opportunity of greater Licenſe 
tothole that ſhould be governed : 
For when publick Laws lole their 
Authority, it is hard to maintain 
and keep up the ſtrict Rules and 
Order of Families, which after grear 
and long Diſorder are very hard 

to be retriev'd and recover'd. 
Secondly, this great Neglect and 
Decay of Religious Order in Fa- 
milies ts chiefly owing to our Dil- 
ſentions and Differences in Reli- 
gion, upon occaſion whereof ma- 
ny under the pretence of Con- 
(cience have broke looſe into a 
boundleſs Liberty. So that among 
the manifold ill Conſequences of 
our Diviſions in Religion this is 
none,of the leaſt, that the Reli- 
g10US 
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gious Order of Families hath been 
ina'great meaſure broken and dif. 
ſolved. Some will not meet at the 
ſame Prayers in the Family, nor g0 


ro the ſame Church and Place of 


publick Worſhip ; and UPON that pre- 
rence take the liberty to do what 
they pleale, and under colour of 
ſerving God in a different way ac- 
cording to their Conſciences, do 
either wholly or in great meaſure 
neglect the Worſhip of God ; 

nay, itis well if chey donor at chat 
Time haunt and frequent Places of 
Dedauchery and Lewdnels ; which 
they may lately do, being from 
under the eye of their Parents and 
Maſters: However, by this means 
ir becomes impollible for the moſt 
careful Maſters of Families, to take 
an account of thole under their 
Charge how they {pend their time 
on the Lord's Day, and to train them 
up in any certain and orderly way 


of Religion, And 
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And this methinks is ſo great 
and ſenſible an inconvenience , 


' and hath had ſuch diſmal effects in 


many Families, as ought effectual- 
ly to convince us of the neceſlity 
of endeavouring a greater Union 
in mattersof Religion ; and to put 
us in mind of thoſe happy Days 
when God was ſerved in one way, 
and whole Families went to the 
Houſe of God in Companies 3 and Fas 
thers and Maſters had their Children 
and Servants continually under 
their eye, and they were all united 
in their Worſhip and Devotion, 
both in their own Houſes andin 
the Houſe of God; and by this 
means the Work of Religious E- 
ducation and Inſtruction was effe- 
ctually carried on, and a ſteddy 
Authoricy and decent Order was 
maintained in Familizs ; men were 
edifed and built up in Religion, 
and God in all things was glorified. = 
And 
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And we may aflure our ſelves, ſh : 
that till we are better agreed in 
matters of Religion, and our un- | 
happy and childiſh Differences are 
laid aſide ; and till the Publick | 
and unanimous Worſhip of God | 
doin ſome meaſure recover its re- 
putation, the good Order and Go- 
vernment of Families as to the 
great ends of Religion is never 
| likely to obtain and to have any 
l! conſiderable effe&t. Which 1 hope 
[/ will make all men {who heartily 
love God and Religion, to conſt- 
der ſeriouſly how neceſlary it is to 
| put an end to theſe Differences ; 
| that in our private Families, as 
| well asin the publick Aſſemblies 

of the Church, we may with one 
mind and with one mouth glorify God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
| Cor.1.z0. A beſeech you therefore Brethren, as 
; St, Paul exhorts the Corinthians, by the 


Name 


| 


| 
: 
| 
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Name of our Loyd Feſus Chriſt, that 
ye all ſpeak the ſame thing , and that 
there be no diviſions among you, but 
that ye be perfeftly joined together in 
the ſame md, and in the ſame judgs 
ment, that is, ſo far as is neceſſary 
to the keeping of the Unity of the Spiz 
rit in the bond of Peace, and to pre» 
vent Diviſions and Separations a- 
mong Chriſtians. I proceed to the 
Fourth and laſt thing I propoſed , 
and which remains to be very 
briefly ſpoken co, namely, 


IV. The very miſchievous and 
fatal Conſequences of the neglect of 
this Duty, both to the Publick, and 
tO our SelVes. 

Firſt, to the Publick. Families are 
the farſt Seminaries of Religion, and 
if care be not there taken ro pre- 
pare perlons , eſpecially in their 
render years, for publick teaching 
and inſt-uRion, it is like to have 
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but very lictle cfte&t, The neglect 
of a due preparation of our Chil- 
dren and Servants at home, to make 
them capable of profiting by what 
they hear and may learn at Church, 
is like an error in the farſt Con- 
coction Which can hardly ever be 
corrected afterwards. So that in 
this brſt neglect the foundation of 
an infinite Milchief is laid ; be- 
cauſe if no care be taken of perſons 
in their younger years, when they 
are moſt capable of the impreſſi- 
ons of Relizioa, how can 1t rea- 
ſonably b2 expe&ted that they 
ſhould come 10 good afterwaids ? 
And if they continue void of the 
Fear of God, which there hath 
been no care taken .to plant in 
them, they willalmoſt neceſlarily 
be bad in all Relations; undutiful 
Children, flothful and unfaichful 
Servant-, ſcandalors Members of 
ce Church , unprofitable to the 
Com- 


Familz-Religion. 


_— 


Commonwealth, diſobedient to 
Governours both Eccleftaſtical and 
Civil; and in a word, Burthens 
of the Earth, and ſo many Plagues 
of Human Society : And this Evil, 
if no Remedy be applied to it, 
will continually grow worſe, and 
diffuſe and ſpread it ſelt farther in 
every Ape, till Impiety and Wic- 
kedneſs , Infidelity and Profane- 
nels have over-run all, and the 
World be ripe for irs final Ruin: 
Juſt as it was before the DeltruCti- 
on of the Old World, when the 
wickedneſs of Man was oreat upon the 
Earth, and all Fleſh had @rrup ed their 
way, then the Flaod came aud ſwept 
them all away. 

Secondly, the Conſequences of this 
Neole& will likewilc be very dil- 
mal to our Selves. We ſhall firit of 
all others feel the Inccuventence, as 
we had the greateſt ſhare in che 
Guilt of it. We can have no man- 
G 3 ner 
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ner of ſecurity of the Duty and 
Fidelity of thoſe of our Fanuly to 
us, it they have no fenle of Reli- 

ton, no fear of God before their 
eyes, It we have taken no care to 
inſtruct them in their Duty to God, 
it is no wiſe probable thar the 
will make Conſcience of their Du- 
ry tO us. 

So that we ſhall have the firſt ill 
Conſequences of their Miſcarriage, 
beſides the Shame and Sorrow of it : 
And not only ſo, bur all the evilthey 
commit everafter,will be in a great 
meaſure chargeable upon us, and 
will be put upon our {core in the 
Judgment of the Great Day. It 
ouZht to make us tremble to think 
with what bitterneſs and Rage 
our Children and Servants will 
then fly in our faces, for having 
been the Cauſe of their eternal 
Ruin, for want of due care oh 
our part co prevent it, In that Day, 

| NEXT 
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next to God and our own Conſciences, 
our moſt terrible Accuſers will be 
thoſe of our own Houſe, nay thoſe 
that came out of our own Bowels, 
and were not only Part of our Fa- 
mily, but even of our Selves. But 
this allo I ſhall have a proper Oc- 
caſion to prolecute more fully in 
the following Diſcourſes concern- 
ing the Education of Children, to 
which I refer it. 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations 
and many more that might be ur- 
goed upon us, we ſhould take up 
the pious Reſolution of Joſhua here 
in the Text, that We and OUR 
HOUSES will ſerve the Lord : 
And that , through God's Grace, 
we will do all that in us lies by our 
furure Care and Diligence to re- 
pair our former negle&s in this 
kind. 

[ ſhall only add this one Conſide- 
ration more to all that I have al- 
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ready mentioned: If ( hildren were 
caretully educated, and Families re- 
gularly and Religiouſly ordered , 
what a happy and delightful Place, 
what a Paradiſe would this World 
be, in compariſon of what now 
it1s? | 
[ beſeech you therefore Brethren, 
that theſe things which I have 
with ſo much plainneſs and faith- 
fulncſs laid before you, may ftak 
into your hearts, before it be too 
late, and whilſt the thing may be 
remedied ; that you may not for 
ever lament this negle& and re- 
pent of it, when the thing will 
be paſt Remedy and there will be 
no place for Repentance. But 1 
hope better things of you, Brethren, and 
thing, that accompany Salvation, though 


1 thus ſpeak, 
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Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, 
and when he is old be will not depart 
from it. 


Have on purpoſe choſen this 

Text for the ſubje& of a Prepa- 
ratory Diſcourſe in order to the 
reviving of that ſo ſhamefully ne- 
gleed and yet moſt uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary Duty of Catechiſing children 
and young. perſons : But I ſhall 
extend it to the conſideration of - 
the Education of Children in gene- 
RY ral, 


Me, 
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ral, as a matter of the greateſt 
conlequence both to Religion and 
the Publick welfare, 

For we who are the Miniſters 
of God ought not only to inſtruct 
thole who are committed to our 
charge in the common Duties of 
Chriſtianity, ſuch as belong to all 
Chriſtians, bur likewiſe in all the 
particular Duties which the ſeveral 
Relations in which they ſtand to 
one another do reſpectively re- 
quire and call for from them. 

And amongſt all theſe I know 
none that is of greater concern- 
ment to Religion and to the good 
Order of the World than the care- 
ful Education of Children. And 
there is hardly any thing that is 
more difhculc, and which requires 
a more prudent and diligent and 
conſtant application of our beſt 
care and endeavour. 


Ic 


Fo the Education of Children, 


It is a known Saying of Me- 
lanfthon that there are three things 
which are extremely difficult, pars 
turire, docere , regere; to bear and 
bring forth Children, to inſtruft and 
bring them up to be Men, and to govern 
them when they arrive at Mans eſtate. 


The inſtrufion and good Education of 


Children is none of the leaſt difficule 
of thele. For to do it to the beſt 
advantage does not only require 
great ſagacity to diſcern their par- 
ticular diſpoſition and temper, but 
great dilcretion to deal with them 
and manage them, and likewiſe 
continual care and diligent atten- 
dance to form them by degrees to 
Religion and Virtue, 

[t requires great wiſdom and in- 
duſtry to advance a conſiderable 
Eſtate, much art and contrivance 
and pains to raiſe a great and re- 
gular Building : But the greateſt 
and nobleſt Work in the World, 


and 


_— 
—— 
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and an effect of the greateſt pru- 
dence and care is-to rear and build 
up a Man, and to form and faſhi- 
on him to Piety, and Juſtice, and 
Temperance, and all kind of ho- 
neſt and worthy actions. Now the 
Foundations of this great Work 
are to be carefylly laid in the ten- 
der years of Children, that it may 
riſe and grow up with them ; ac- 
cording to the advice of the Wiſe- 
man here in the Text, Tram up a 
Child in the way he ſhould go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from tt. 

In which words are contained 
theſe two things. 

Firſt, The Duty of Parents and 
Inſtruers of Children, Train up 
a Child, &c. By Childhood here I un- - 
derftand the Age of Perſons from 
their Birth, but more eſpecially 
from their firſt capacity of laſtru- 
Etion till they arrive ar the State 
and Age which next ſucceeds Child- 

hood, 


the Education of Children. 


—— 


hood, and which we call Youth ; 
and which is the proper Seaſon for 
Confirmation, For when Children 
have been well Catechiſed and in- 
ſtructed in Religion, then is the 
fitteſt Time for them to take upon 
themſelves and in their own Per- 
ſons to confirm that ſolemn Yow 
which by their Sureties they made 
at their Baptiſm. 

Train up a Child in the way he ſhould 
go, that is, in the courſe of Life 
that he ought to lead; inftruct 
him carefully in the knowledge and 
practice of his whole Duty to God 
and Men, which he ought to ob- 
ſerve and perform all the days of 
his Life. 

Secondly, here is the conſequent 
fruit and benefit of good Educarti- 
on: And when he is old he will not des 
part from it. This we are to under- 
ſtand according tothe moral pro- 
bability of chings : Not as if this 
happy 
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happy effect did always and infal- 
libly follow upon the good Edu- 
cation of a Child , but that this 
very frequently is, and may pro- 
bably be preſumed and hoped to be 
the fruit and effe of a pious and 
prudent Education. Solomon means 
that from the very nature of the 
thing thisis the moſt hopeful and 
likely way to train up a Child to 
be a good Man. For as Ariſtotle 
truly obſeryes, Moral Sayings and 
Proverbial Speeches are to be under- 
ſtood only ZH 13 raw, that 1s, to 
be uſually and for the moſt part true. 
And though there may be ſeveral 
exceptions made, and inſtances given 
ro the contrary, yet this doth not 
infringe the general cruth of chem : 
But if in frequent and common 
experience they be found true, this 
35 all rhe reruch that 1s expected in 
ther, becauſe it 1s all that was 1a- 
tended by them. 


And 


— 
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And of this nature is this Apho« 
riſm or Proverb of Solonion ih the 
Text ; and ſo likewiſe are moſt of 
the wiſe Sayings of this Book of the 
Proverbs, as allo of Eccleſiaſtes : 
And we do greatly miſtake the 
deſign and meaning of them wheri 
cyver we go about to exact them 
to a more {trict and rigorous truth, 
and ſhall upon due conſideratiori 
find it impoſſible to bring them 
to It, 

So.chat the true meaning of the 
Text may be fully compriſed in 
the following Propoſition. 

That the careful, and prudent, and 
religious Education of Children hath for 
the moſt part a very good influence upon 
the whole cotirſe of their lives. 

In the handling of this Argu- 
ment I deſign, by God's aſſiſtance, 
to reduce my Diſcourſe to theſe 
Hye Heads. 


H I. 1 
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I. I ſhall ſhew more generally 
wherein the good Education of 
Children doth conſiſt, and ſeve- 
rally conſider the principal Parts 
of it. 

IT. I ſhall give ſome more par- 
ticular Directions for the manage- 
ment of this work in ſuch a way 


| as may be moſt effeftual for its 


end. 

III. I ſhall take notice of ſome 
of the common and more re- 
markable miſcarriages in the per- 
formance of this Duty. 

IV. 1 ſhall endeavour to make 
out the truth of this Propoſition, by 
ſhewing how the good Education 
of Children comes to be of ſo 
great adyantage and to have ſo 
powerful and laſting an influence 
upon their whole Lives. 

V. and Laſtly; I ſhall, by the 
moſt powerful Arguments I can 
ofter, endeayour to ftir up and per- 


{uade 


the Education of Children. 99 


, ſuade thoſe whole Duty this is, to 
diſcharge it with great care and 
conſcience. 


]. I ſhall ſhew more generally 7. 
herein the good Education of Children 
doth conſiſt, and ſeverally conſider 
the principal Parts of it. And under 
this Head I ſhall comprehend pro- 
miſcuouſly the Duty of Parents 
and, in caſe of their death , of 
Guardians ; and of God-fathers and 
God-mathers ; though this for the 
moſt part ſignihes very little more 
than a pious and charitable care 
and concernment for them , be- 
caule the Children for whom 
they are Sureties are ſeldom un- 
der their power : And the Duty 
likewiſe of thoſe who are the 
Teachers and Inſtructers of taem : 
And the Duty alſo of Maſters of 
Families towards Servants in their 
childhood and younger years: And 
H 2 laſt- 
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laſtly the Duty of Mimiſters, under 
whole Parochial care and inſpeCti- 
on Children are as members of 
the Families committed to their 
charge : I ſay , under this Head 
I ſhall comprehend the Duties of 
all theſe reſpeCively, according to 
the ſeveral obligations which lie 
upon each of them 1a their leveral 
relationsto them. And [ ſhall re- 
duce them to thele eight particu- 
lars, as the principal parts where- 
in the Education of Children doth 


conlilt, 


Firſt, in the tender and careful 
nurſing of them. 

Secondly, 1n bringing them to be 
baprtiled and admitted Members of 
Cbriſt's Church, at the times ap- 
pointed or :ccuſtomed in the Na- 
tional Church of which the Pa- 
rents are Members, 


Third'y, 


the Education of Children. 


Thirdly, in a due care to inform 
and inſtruct them in the whole 
compals of their Duty to God and 
to their Nejhbour. 

Fourthly, and more eſpecially in 
a prudent and diligent care to 
form their Lives and Manners to 
Religion and Virtue. 

Fifthly, in giving them good 
Example. 

Sixtbly, in wiſe reſtraints from 
that which is Evil, by ſeaſonable 
Reproot and Correction. 

Seventhly, in bringing them to 
be publickly Catechiſed by the 
Miniſter in order to Confirmation, 

Eighthly, in bringing them to the 
Biſhop to be ſolemnly Confirmed, 
by their taking upon themſelves 
the Vow which by their Surcties 
they enter'd into at their Baptiſm, 

I. Inthe ten ler and careful nurſme 
of Children. 1 mention this firſt, 
becauſe it is the firſt and molt na- 
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tural Duty incumbent upon Pa- 
rents towards their Children : And 
this is particularly the Duty of Mo- 
thers. This affteftion and tender- 
neſs Nature, which is our ſureſt 
guide and director, hath implant- 
ed in all living Creatures towards 
their young ones : And there cans 
not be a greater reproach to Crea- 
tures that are endued with Reaſon, 
than to negle& a Duty to which 
Nature direQseven the BruteCrea- 
tures by a blind and unthinking In- 
ſtin&t. So that it is ſuch a Duty as 
cannot be negle&ted without a 
downright affront to Nature, and 
from which nothing can excuſe but 
diſability, or ſickneſs, or the evident 
danger of the Mother, or the inter 
pofation of the Father's Authority, or 
ſome very extraordinary and publick 
neceſſity. 

This I foreſee will ſeem a very 
bard Saying to nice' and delicate 


Mo- 
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Mothers, who prefer their own 
caſe and pleaſure to the fruit of 
their own Bodies : Burt whether 
they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, I think my ſelf obli- 
ged to deal plainly in this matter, 
and to be ſo faithful as to tell them 
that this is a natural Duty ; and be- 
cauſe it is (o, of a more neceſſary 
and indiſpenſable obligation than 
any poſitive Precept of reveal'd Re- 
 ligion ; and that the general ne- 
plect of it is one of the great and 
crying Sins of this Age and Nati- 
on; and which as much as any Sin 
whatſoever is evidently a puniſh- 
ment to it ſelf. in the palpable ill 
effets and conſequences of it : 
Which I ſhall, as briefly as I can, 
endeayour to repreſent ; that, if 
it be poſſible, we may in this firſt 
Point of Education, ſo fundamen- 
tal and neceſlary to the happinels 
both of Parents and Children, and 
H 4 Con- 
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conſequently to the Publick Good 
of Human Society, be brought to 
comply with the unerring Inſtin& 
of Nature, and with the plain Di- 
Rate of the common Reaſon of 
Mankind, and the general practice 
of all Ages and Nations. 

Firſt, the negle& of this Duty 
35 a ſort of expoſing of Children; 
eſpecially when it is not done, as 
very often it is not, with more 
than ordinary care and choice. It 
always expoleth them to manifeſt 
inconvenience, and ſometimes to 
great danger ; even to that degree 
as in the conſequence of it is but 
lirtle better than the Jaying a Child 
in the Streets, and leaving it to 
the care and compallion of a Pa- 
riſh. There are two very viſible ins 
conveniencies which do common- 
ly attend ir. | 

Js Strange Milk, which is 
oitzn' very di agreeable ro the 


Child, 
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Child, and with which the Child 
to be ſure ſucks in the natural in- 
firmities of the Nurſe , rogether 
with a great deal of her natural 
inclinations and irregular paſſions, 
which many times ſtick by the 
Child for a long time after : And 
which is worle than all this, it 
ſometimes happens that ſome ſe- 
cret Diſeaſe of the Nurſe is con- 
veyed to the Child. 

'- 2dly. A ſhameful and dange- 
rous negle& of the Child, eſpe- 
cially by ſuch Nurles as make a 
Trade of it; of whom there are 
great numbers in and about this 
great City : Who atter they have 
made their firſt and main advan- 
tage of the Child by the exceſlive, 
not to ſay extravagant vailes, which 
uſually here in England, above all 
places in the World, are givea at 
Chriftenings : And then by the [trait 
allowances which are commonly 
: made 
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made afrerwards for the nurſin 
and keeping of the Child, are often 
terapted, not to ſay worſe, to a 
great neglect of the Child ; which, 
if ic happen to dye for want of 
due care, fets rhe Nurſe at liberty 
to make a new advantage by ta- 
king another Child. 

Nor can it well be otherwiſe 
expected than that a Nurſe, who 
by this courſe is firſt made to be 
unnatural to her own Child, 
ſhould have no great care and ten- 
derneſs for a Child which is not 
her own. 

I have heard a very (ad Obſerva- 
tion made by thoſe who have had 
the opportunity to know it, that 
in ſeveral of the Towns and Yilla- 
2es about London, where this Trade 
of nurſing Children is chiefly dri- 
ven, hardly one in five of theſe 
Children lives out the year : And 
this ſurely is a danger which natu- 
ral 


— 
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ral affection as well as duty does 
oblige Parents to take all poſlible 
care to prevent. | 

Secondly, this courſe doth moſt 
certainly tend very much to the 
eftranging and weakening of na- 
tural affection on both ſides ; I 
mean both on the part of the Mo- 
ther and of the Child, The pains 
of nurſing as well as of bearing 
Children doth inſen{ibly create a 
ſtrange tenderneſs of affe&ion and 


care in the Mother. Can a woman, 1a. 49-15. 


lays God, forget her ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſuon on 
the ſon of her womb 2 Can a Woman ? 
that is, a Mother, not a Nurſe ; for 
the ſucking child is ſaid to be the ſon 
of her womb. God ſpeaks of this 
asa thing next to impoſſible. 

And this likewiſe is a great en- 
dearment of the Mother to the 
Child : Which endearment, when 
the Child is put out, is transferr'd 
from 
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from the Mother to the Nurſe, 
and many times continues to be [o 
for a great many years afcer ; yea, 
and often to that degree as if the 
Nurle were the true Mother, and 
the true Mother a mere ſtranger, 
So that by this means natural af- 
fetion muſt be extremely weak- 
en'd; whichis great pity, becauſe 
when it is kept up in its full 
ſtrength ic often proves one of the 
beſt ſecurities of the Duty of a 
Child. 

But becauſe this ſevere Do- 
Etrine will go dowa bur very hard- 
ly with a great many, I muſt take 
the more care to guard it againſt 
the ObjeFions which will be made 
toir. Thoſe from natural diſability, 
or ſickneſs; from evident and appa- 
rent danger of the Mother, or from 
the mterpoſition of the Father's Aus 
thority, or from plain neceſſity ; or 
if there be any other that have an 


equal 
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equal Reaſon with theſe, I have 
prevented already by allowing 
them co be juſt and reaſonable 
exceptions from the general Rule, 
when they are real, and not made 
Pretences to ſhake off our Duty. 

But thete are beſides theſe, two 
Objections which indeed are real, 
but yet ſeem to have too great a 
weight with thoſe who would fain 
decline this Duty, and are by no 
means ſufficient ro excule Mo- 
thers, no not thoſe of the higheſt 
Rank and Quality, from the natu- 
ral obligation of it. And they are 
theſe. "The manifeſt trouble, and the 
manifold reſtraint which the careful 
diſcharge of this Duty does un- 
avoidably bring upon thoſe who 
ſubmit themſelves to it, 

1/t. For the trouble of it, I have 
only this to ſay, and I think that 
ho more need to be ſaid about it ; 
that no body is diſcharged from 

any 
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any Duty by reaſon of the trouble 


which neceſſarily attends it, and is 


inſeparable from it ; ſince God 
who made it a Duty -foreſaw the 
trouble of it when he made it ſo, 

2dly. As to the manifold reſtraint 
which it lays upon Mothers; this 
will beſt be an{wer'd by confider- 
ing of what nature theſe reſtraints 
are. And they are chiefly in theſe 
and the like inſtances. This Duty 
reftrains Mothers from ſpending 
their Morning and their Money in 
curious and coſtly Dreſſing ; from 
miſpending the reſt of the Day in 
formal and for the moſt part im- 
pertinent Viſits, and in ſeeing and 
hearing Plays, many of which are 
neither fit to be ſeen or heard by 
modeſt Perſons and thoſe who 
pretend to Religion and Virtue; 
as I hope all Chriſtians do, eſpe- 
cially Perſons of higher Rank and 
Quality: And it reſtrains them 
like- 
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likewiſe from trifling away a great 
part of the Night in Gaming, and 
in Revelling cill paſt Midnight, I 
am loth to ſay how much. 

Theſe are thoſe terrible reſtraints 
which this natural Duty, of Mo- 
thers nurſing their Children, lays 
upon them. Now I cannot but 
think all theſe to be very happy 
reſtraints : Happy ſurely for the 
Child; and in many reſpects happy 
for the Father, and for the whole 
Family, which by this means will 
be kept in much better order : But 
happieſt of all for the Mother, who 
does herein not only diſcharge a 
great and neceſſary Duty, but is 
hereby alſo hinder'd from running 
into many great Faults, which be- 
fore they will be forgiven muſt 
colt her a deep Contricion, and a 
very bitter Repentance. 

Perhaps I may have gone fur- 
ther in this unuſual Argument, 
than 


. 
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than will pleaſe the preſent Ape ; 
But I hope Poſtericy will be fo 
wiſe as toconſider it and lay it to 
heart. For I am greatly afraid that 
the World will never be much ber- 
ter till chis great Fault be mended, 
I proceed to the next Particular 
wherein the good Education of 
Children doth conſiſt, namely 


Il. In brinzmg them to be Baptized 
and admitted Members of Chriſt's 
Church, at the times appointed or 
accuſtomed in theNational Church 
of which the Parents are Mem- 
bers. I mean, to bring them to 
the Church to be there publickly 
mitiated, and ſolemnly admitted by 
Baptiſni And this the Rules of the 
Church of England do ftriatly en 
join, unleſs the Child be in = 
ger of death; and in that caſe on- 
ly it is allow'd to adminiſter Baps 
tiſm privately, andin a ſummary 
way 
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way without performing the whole 

Office . But then if the Child live, 

it is ordered that it ſhall be broughe 

tothe Church, where the remain- 

der of the Office is to be ſolemnly 
erform'd. 

I know that of late years, ſince 
our unhappy Confuſions, this Sacras 
ment hath very frequently been ad- 
miniſtred in private: And Mmiſters 
have been in a manner, and to a- 
void the greater miſchief of Sepa- 
ration, neceſlitated to comply with 
the obſtinacy of the greater and 
more powerful of their Pariſhioners; 
who for their eaſe, or humour, or 
for the convenience of a pompous 
Chriſtening , will eicher have their 
Children baptiſed at home by 
their Miniſter ; or if he refuſe , 
will get ſome other Miniſter to do 
ic; which is very irregular. 

Now I would intreat ſuch per- 
fons calmly to conſider how con- 
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trary to Real5n, and to the plain 
deſign of the inſtitution of this Sa- 
crament, this perverſe cuſtom, and 
their obſtinate reſolution in it, is. 
For is there any Civil Society or Cor- 
poration into which perſons are ad- 
mitted without ſome kind of S9- 
lennity? And is the Privilege of being 
admitted Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, and Heirs of the great and 
glorious Promiſes and Bleſſings of 
the New Covenant of the Goſpel lels 
conſiderable and fit to be conferr'd 
with leſs Solemnity ? I ſpeak to 
Chriſtians, and they who are ſoin 
good earneſt will, without my 
uling more words about it, con- 
{ider what I ſay in this Particular. 


II. Another and very necciia- 
ry Part of te good Education of 
Children is, by degrees to inform and 
carefully to inſtru them in the whole 
compaſs of thew Duty to God , their 


Net2hs 


the Edwation of Children. 115 


Neighbour , and Themſelves ; That 
ſo they may be taught how to be- 
have themſelves in all the ſteps of 
their Life, from their firſt capaci- 
ty of Reaſon till they arrive at the 
more perfect uſe and exerciſe of 
that Faculty ; when, if ac firſt they 
be well inftruted, they will be 
better able ro dire&t and govern 
themſelves afterwards. 

This Duty God does expreſly 
and very particularly charge upon 
his own peculiar People, the Peo- 
ple of J/rael, ſpeaking of the Laws 
which he had given them : Thou Deut. 6. 5. 
ſhalt, ſays He, teach them diligently 
unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of 
them When thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way ; 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou ri- 
ſeſt up. And this God long before 
promiſed that Abraham, the Father 
of the faithful, would do. I know Gen.18.193 


Abraham, ſays He, that he will com- 
I 2 mand 
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mand his Children and his Houſhold 
after him to keep the way of the Lord, 

This Work ought to be begun 
very early, upon the firſt budding 
and appearance of Reaſon and 
Underſtanding in Children. So the 
Prophet direfts ; Whom ſhall he teach 
knowledge ? Whom ſhall he make to un» 
derſtand dotrine > Them that are wean- 
ed from the milk, and drawn from the 
breaſts : For precept muſt be upon pres 
cept, &C. 

To this end we muſt, by ſuch 
degrees as they are capable, bring 
them acquainted with God and 
themſelves. And in the firſt place 
we mult- iniorm them, that there 
is ſuch a Being as God, whom we 
ought to honour and reverence 
above all things : And then, that 
we are all his Creatures and the 
work of his hands, that it is He 
that bath made us, and nbt we our 
ſelyes : That He continually pre- 
ſerves 
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ſerves us, and gives us all the good 
things that we enjoy ; and there- 
fore we ought to ask every thing 
of Him by Prayer, becaule this is 
an acknowledgment of our depen- 
dance upon Him; and to return 
thanks to Him for all that we have 
and hope for, becaule this is a juſt 
and eaſy Tribute, and all that we 
can render to Him for his number- 
leſs favours and benefits. 

And after this, they are to be 
inſtructed more particularly in 
their Duty to God and Men, as [ 
ſhall ſhew more fully afterwards. 
And becauſe Fear and Hope are the 
two Paſſions which do chiefly ſway 
and govern Human Nature, and 
the main ſprings and Principles of 
action ; therefore Children are to 
be carefully inform'd that there is 
a Life after Death, wherein men 
{hall receive from God a mighty 
and eternal Reward, or a terrible 
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and endleſs Puniſhment, accord- 
ing as they have done or neglected 
their Duty in this Life : That God 
will love and reward thoſe who 
do his will and keep his com- 
mandments, but will execute a 
dreadful puniſhment upon the 
workers of iniquity and the wilful 
cranſgreſſors of his Laws. 

And, according as they are ca- 
pable, they are to be made ſenſi- 
ble of the great degeneracy and 
corruption of Human Nature, de- 
rived to us by the Fall and wilful 
tranſgrefſiion of our firſt Parents ; 
and of the way of our Recovery 
out of this miſerable ſtate by Jeſus 
Chriſt; whom God hath ſent in 
our Nature to purchale and ac- 
compliſh the Redemption and Sal- 
yation of Mankind, from the Cap- 
zivity of Sin and Satan, and from 
the Damnation of Hell, 


LY. The 


the Education of Children, 


IV. The good Education of 
Children conhiſts not only in in- 
forming their Minds in the know- 
ledge of God and their Duty, bur 
more eſpecially in endeavouring with 
the greateſt care and prudence to form 
their Lives and Manners to Religion and 
Virtue, And this muſt be done by 
training them up to the exercile of 


the following Graces and Virtues, 

Firſt, to Obedience and Modeſty ; 
to Diligence and Sincerity; and to 
Tenderneſs and Pity, as the general 
diſpoſitions to Religion and Virtue. 

Secondly, to the good govern- 
ment of their Paſſions, and of their 
Tongue; and particularly to ſpeak 
truth, and to hate Lying as a baſe 
and vile quality ; chele being as it 
were the foundations of Religion and 
Virtue. 

Thirdly, to Picty and Devotion 
towards God; to Sobriety and Cha- 
ſtity with regard to themſelves ; and 
I 4 tO 
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ro Juſtice and Charity rowards all 
men; as the principal and eflen- 
tial Parts of Relivion and Virtue. 

Firſt, as the general diſpoſitions to 
Religion and Virtue, we mult train 
them up, 

1/t, To Obedience. Parents muſt 
take great care to maintain their 
Authority over their Children; 
otherwile they will neither regard 
their Commands, nor hearken to 
and follow their Inſtruftions. It 
they once get head and grow ſtub- 
born and diſobedient, there is very 
lirtle hope lefr of doing any great 
good upon them. 

2aly. To Modeſty, which is a fear 
of Shame and Diſgrace. This diſpos 
fition, which is proper to Children, 
15 a marvellous advantage to all 
c00d purpoſes. They are modeſt, 
lays Ariſtotle, who are afraid to offend, 
and they are afraid to offend who are 
moſt apt to doit ; as Children are, 


be- 
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becauſe they are very much under 
the power of their Paſſions, with- 


our 2 proportionable ſtrength of 


Reaſon to govern them and keep 
them under. 
Now Modeſty is not properly a 


Virtue, bur it is a very good Sign of 


a tractable and toward]y Diſpoſiti- 
on, and a great preſervative and 
ſecurity againſt Sm and Vice : And 
thole Children, who are much un- 
der the reſtraint of Modeſty , we 
look upon as moſt hopetul and 
likely to prove good : Whereas 
Immodeſty is a vicious temper broke 
looſe and got free from all re- 
ſtraint : So that there is nothing 
lefr to keep an impudent perion 
from Sin, when fear of Shame is 
gone : For Sin will loon take pol- 
{ef0n of that perſon whom Shame 
hath lefe. He that is once become 
ſhamelels hath proſtitured him- 
lelf. Therefore preſerve this 
Diſpar 
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Diſpoſition in Children as much as 
is poſſible, as one of the beſt means 
to prelerve their innocency, and to 
bring them to goodnels. 
zdly. ro diligence, ſme qua vir 
magnus nunquam extitit, without which, 
ſays one, there never was any great 
and excellent perſon. When the Ro» 
man Hiſtorians deſcribe an extraor- 
dinary man, this always enters in- 
to his Character as an eſlenrial part 
of ir, that he was incredibilt indy: 
ria, diligentia fingulari, of incredi- 


ble induſtry, of ſingular diligence ; or 


ſomething to that purpoſe. And 


indeed a Perſon can neither be ex- 
cellently good, nor extremely bad, 
without this quality. The Devil 


himſelf could not be ſo bad and 


miſchievous as he is, if he were 
not ſo ſtirring and reſtleſs a Spirit, 
and did not compaſs the Earth and go 
to and fro ſeekins whom he might des 
Vour. 


This 
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This is part of the CharaGtcr of 
Sylla, and Marins, and Catiline, thoſe 
great Diſturbers of the Roman 
State ; as well as of Ceſar and Pom- 
pey, who were much greater and 
better men, bur yet gave trouble 
enough to their Countrey, and at 
laſt diſſolved the Roman Common- 
wealth by their Ambition and 
Contention for Superiority : This, 
Iſay, enters into all their Chara- 
Rers, that they were of a vigorous 
and indefatigable ſpiric. So that 
Diligence 1n it (el is neither a Virtue 
nor a Vice, but may be applied ei- 
ther way, to good or bad purpo- 
ſes; and yet where all other re- 
quiſites do concur it is a very pro- 
per Inſtrument and Diſpoſition for 
Virtue, 

Therefore train up Children to 
diligence, it ever you deſire they 


{ſhould excel in any kind, The dilt- Prov. I C. 4. 


gent hand, faith Sulomon, maketh rich : 
Rich 
\ 


. - - . - —— w—_ > — 
7 - 
- «£2. _ «> + + + 
- : ” ov a > 
_ V " £ ol —=2 - 
y_ EI MES 2209 - -w << - 
E _ 2 '* a Yo » ” __ £ Y 
. 4 =” F - 7, . - ”, ry o 
PSI AFRO ATTY 2. : 
Ei I : TS: 00 _—_ = ' 
S«- we - _ 
WS Jo * q,ur « . 
- _ I - 
= - _ 
OO OR ITO ro _ - _ OO = wm 
x + * ' _—_ 
pt ES I —_ m—_——— —_ _ --_—- —_— >. > _—_— . 
a” 


- 
* 3.4 
n 4 
- — ww, $4 
9 Imoooxuun — —=—4— CO oo Se uns ot AS  wwmoe fs I ooeeu— oem 


124 


Prov. 22. 
29. 


Prov. 12. 
24. 
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Rith in eſtate, Rich in knowledge. 
Seeſt thou a man diligent in his buſineſs, 
as the ſame Wiſe man obſerves, be 
ſhall and before Princes, he ſhall not 
and before mean, or obſcure men. 
And again, The hand of the diligent 
ſhall bear rule, but the ſlothful ſhall be 
under Tribute. Diligence puts almoſt 
every thing into our power, and 
will in time make Children capa- 
ble of the beſt and greateſt things. 
Whereas Idleneſs is the bane and 
ruin of Children ; it is the unbend- 
ing of their Spirits, the Ryſt of 
their Faculties, and as it were the 
laying of their Minds fallow ; not 
as Husbandmen do their Lands 
that they may get new heart and 
ſtrength, but ro impair and loſe 
that which they have. Children 
that are bred up in lazineſs are al- 
moſt neceſſarily bad, becaule they 
cannot take the pains to be gocd ; 
and they cannot take pains, becauſe 


they 
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they have never been inured and 
accuſtomed to it ; which makes 
their Spirits reſtive, and when you 
have occaſion to quicken them 
and ſpur them up to buſineſs they 
will ſtand ſtock ſtill. 

Therefore never let your Chil- 
dren be withour a Calling, or with- 
out ſome uleful, or at leaſt inno- 
cent employment that will take 
them up; that they may not be 
put upon a kind of neceſlity of 
being vicious for want of ſome- 
thing better to do. The Devil 
tempts the aCtive and vigorous in- 
to his ſervice, knowing what fit 
and proper inſtruments they are to 
do his drudgery : But the ſlothful 
and idle, no body having hired 
them and ſet them on work, lie in 
his way, and he ſtumbles upon 
them as he gces about ; and they do 
as it were offer themſelves to his 


ſervice, and haying nothing to do 
they 


126 


Sermon II. Concerning 


they even tempt the Devil himſelf 
to tempt them, and to take chem 
in his way. 

athly. to ſmcerity ; which is not 
ſo properly a ſingle Virtue, as the 
life and ſoul of all otherGraces and 
Virtues ; and without which, what 
ſhew of goodnels ſoever a man 
may make, he is unſound and rot- 
ten at the heart. Cheriſh therefore 
this diſpoſition in Children, as that 
which when they come to be men 


-will be the great ſecurity and or- 


nament of their lives, and will 
render them acceptable both to 
God and Men. 

Fthly. to tenderneſs and pity: 
Which , when they come to en- 
gage in buſtnefs and to have deal- 
ings in the World, will be a good 
bar againſt Injuſtice and Oppreſſi- 
on; and will be continually 
prompting 1s to Charity, and will 
fetch powerful Arguments for it 
from our own bowels, To 
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To preſerve this goodneſs and 
tenderneſs of nature, this ſo ye 
human and uſeful affeftion, keep 
Children, as much as is poſſible, 
out of the way of bloody Sights and 
Spe&tacles of cruelty ; and dilcoun- 
tenance in them all cruel and bar- 
barous uſage of Creatures under 
their power : do not allow them 
to torture and kill them for their 
ſport and pleaſure; becauſe this 
will inſenſibly and by degrees hard- 
en their hearts, and make them 
leſs apt to compaſſionate the wants 
of the poor and the ſufferings and 
afflictions of the miſerable. 

Secondly, as the main Foundations 
of Religion and Vertue, Children 
mult be carefully trai::'d up to the 
Government of theit Paſſrons, and 
of their Tongues ; and particularly 
to ſpeak truth, and to hate lying as a 
baſe and vile quality. 


1/7, to 
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1/t. to the good Government of 
their Paſſcons. I is the diſorder of 
theſe, more eſpecially of Deſire, 
and Fear, and Anger, which betrays 
us to many evils. Anger prompts 
men to contention and murther : 
Inordinate Deſwe to covetouſneſs 
and fraud and oppreſſion: And 
Fear many times awes men 1nto 
Sin, and deters them from their 
Duty. 

Now it theſe Paſſions be che» 
riſh'd, or even but let alone in 
Children, they will in a ſhort time 
grow headftrong and unruly, and 
when they come to be men will 
corrupt the judgment, and turn 
good nature into humour, and the 
underſtanding into prejudice and 
wiltulneſs : But if they be care- 
tully obſerved and prudently res 
ſtrained, they may by degrees be 
managed and brought under go- 
vernment ; and the inordinacy of 
them 
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them being prun'd away, they may 
prove excellent Inſtruments of 
Virtue. | 

Therefore be careful to dil- 
countenance in Children any thing 
chat looks like Rage and furious 
Anger, and to ſhew them the un- 
reaſonableneſs and deformity of ir. 
Check their longing Deſires after 
things pleaſant, and uſe them ro 
frequent diſappointments in that 
kind; that when you think fic to 
gratify them they may take ir for a 
favour, and not challenge every 
thing they have a mind to as their 
due ; and by degrees may learn to 
ſubmit to the more prudent choice 
of their Parents, as being much 
better able ro judge what is good 
and fit for them. 

And when you ſee them at any 
time apt out of Fear to neglect 
their Duty, or to fall into any Sin, 
or to be tempted by telling a Lye 
ro 
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ro commit one fault to hide and 
excuſe another , which Children 
are very apt to do: The beſt Re- 
medy of this Evil will be to plant 
a greater Fear againſt a leſs, and to 
rel them what and whom they 
ſhould chiefly fear ; not hin who can 
hurt and kill the Body, but Him who 
after He hath kill 4 can deſtroy both 
Body and Stul in Hell, 

The negle& of Children in this 
matter, I mean in not teaching 
them to govern their Paſ/zons, 1s 
the true cauſe why many that 
have proved ſincere Chriſtians when 
they came to be: Men, have yet 
been very imperfect in their con- 
verlation, and their Lives have 
been full of inequalities and 
breaches, which have not only 
been matter of grear trouble and 
diſquiet to themlelves, but of 
great {candal to Religion ; when 
cheir light which ſhould ſhine be- 


fore 
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fore men is ſo ofcen darken'd and 
obſcured by theſe frequent and vi- 
ible infirmiries, 
2dly, To the government of their 
Tongues, To this end teach Chil- 
dren Silence, eſpecially in the pre- 
ſence of their Betters: And afloon 
as they are capable of ſuch a Leſ- 
ſon, let them be taught not to 
{ peak but upon conſideration, both 
of what they ſay, and before whom. 
And above all, inculcate upon 
them that moſt neceſlary Duty and 
Vertue of ſpeaking truth, as one of 
the beſt and ſtrongeſt bands of Hu- 
mana Society and Commerce: And 
poſſeſs chem with che baſeneſs and 
vllonchal telling a Lye ; for if ic 
beſo great a provocation to give a 
man the Lye, then ſurely to be guil- 
ty of char Fault muſt be a mighcy 
Reproach. 
They who write of Japan tell 


us that thoſe People, though mere 
K 2 Heas 
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Heathens, take ſuch an eftectual 
courſe in the Education of their 
Children as ro render a Lye and 
breach of Faith above all things odi- 
ous to them : Infomuch that it is 
a very rare thing for any Perfon 
among them to be taken in a Lye, 
or found guilty of breach of Faith. 
And cannot the Rules of Chriſtia- 
nity be render'd as effectual to re- 
ſtrain men from theſe Faults which 
are ſcandalous even to Nature, and 
much more lo to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ? 

To the Government of the 
Tongue does likewiſe belong the re- 
ſtraining of Children from lewd 
and obſcene words, from vain and 
profane talk; and eſpecially from 
horrid Oaths and Imprecattons : From 
all which chey are eaſtly kept at 
firſt, but if they are once accuſtom- 
ed to them it will be found no 
lunch eaſy matter for them to get 
quit 
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quit of theſe evil Habits. It will 
require great attention and watch- 
fulnels over themlelves, to keep 
Oaths out of their common dil- 
courſe; bur it they be heated and 
in paſſion they throw out Oaths and 
Curſes as naturally as men that are 
highly provoked fling ſtones or 
any thing that comes next ro hand 
at. one another : So dangerous a 
thing 1s it to let any thing that is 
bad in Children to grow up into 
a Habit. 

Thirdly, As the principal and eſ- 
ential Parts of Religion and Vir- 
rue, let Children be carefully 
bred up, 

1/t. To Sobriety and Temperance 
in regard to themſelves; under 
which | comprehend likewiſe Pu- 
rity and Chaſtity. The government 
of the ſenſual Appetite as to all kind 
of Bodily pleaſures is not only a 
great part of Religion, but an ex- 
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cellent inſtrument of it, and a ne- 


ceflary foundation of Piety and Ju- 


ſtice. For he that cannot govern 


himſelf is not like to diſcharge his 
Duty either to God or Men. And 
therefore St. Paul puts Sobriety farlt, 
as a primary and principal Virtue in 
which men are inftructed by the 
Chriſtian Religion, and which muſt 
be laid as the foundation both of 
Piety rowards God, and of Righ- 
tcouſneſs to Men. The Grace of God, 
for ſo he calls the Goſpel, that brings 
Salvation unto all men, hath appeared ; 
teaching us that denying ungodlmeſs and 
worldly luſts we ſhould live ſoberly, and 
righteouſly , and godly im this preſent 
world, It firſt teacheth us to live ſos 
berly; and unleſs we train up Chil- 
dren to this Virtue we muſt never 
expect that they will either live 
righteouſly or godly in this preſent 
World. = | 
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Eſpecially , Children muſt be 
bred up to great Sobriety and Tem: 
perance in their Diet, which will re- 
trench the fewel of other inordi- 
nate Appetites. Ir is a good Saying 
I have met with ſomewhere, Mag- 
na pars Virtutis eſt bene moratus venter, 
awell manner 'd and well govern'd Appe» 
tite, in matter of meats and drinks, 
is a great part of Virtue, I do not 
mean , that Children ſhould be 
brought up according to the Rules 
of a Leſſian Diet , which ſers an 
equal ſtintto all Stomachs, and is 
as ſenſeleſs a thing as a Law would 
be which ſhould enjoin that Shoves 
for all Mankind ſhould be made 
upon one and the lame Laſt. 

2dly. To aſerious and unaftect- 
ed Piety and Devotion towards God, 
{till and quier, real and fubſtan- 
tial, withour much ſhew and 
noile ; and as free, as may be, 
from all tricks of Superſticion, or 


K 4 freaks 


 —_ 


1:6 


mm 


Sermon III. Concerning 


freaks of Enthuſiaſm ; which, it Pa- 
rents and Teachers be not very pru- 
dent, will almott unavoidably in- 
finuate chemlelves into the Reli- 
gion of Children ; and when they 
are grown up will make them ap- 
pear, to wile and ſober Perſons, 
phantaſtical and conceited ; and 
render them very apt to impole 
their own fooliſh Superſtitions and 
wild Conceits upon others, who 
underſtand Religion much better 
than themſelves. 

Let them be taught to honour 
and love God above all things, to 
ſerve him in private, and to at- 
rend conſtantly upon his publick 
Worſhip and to keep their minds 
intent upon the ſeveral parts of it 
without wandring and diſtraction : 
To Pray to God as the Fountain of 
all Grace and the giver of every 200d 
and perfe gift: And to acknow- 
ledge Him and to render Thanks 

rQ 
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to Him, as our moſt gracious and 
conſtant Benefactor, and the great 
Patron and Prelerver of our Lives: 
To be careful todo what He com- 
mands, and to avoid what He hath 
forbidden : To be always under a 
lively ſenſe and apprehenſton of 
his pure and allſeeing Eye, which 
beholds us in ſecret: And to do 
every thing in obedience to the 
Authority of that Great Lawgiver, 
who ts able to ſave and to deſtroy ; and 
with an awful regard to the ſtri 
and impartial Judement of the Great 
Day. 

3dly. To Juſtice and honeſty: To 
defraud and oppreſs no man; to 
be as good as their word, and to 
perform all their Promiſes and 
Contracts: And endeavour to im- 
print upon their minds the Equity 
of that Great Rule, which is ſo na- 
tural, and fo eaſy, that even Chil- 
dren are capable of it; I mean 
that 
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that Rule which our B. Saviou 
rells us is the Law and the Prophets, 
namely, that we ſhould do to 
others as we would have others 
do tous if we were in their Cale 
and Circumſtances, and they in 
ours. 

You that are Payents and have 
to do in the World, ought to be 
juſt and equal in all your deal- 
ings: Inthe firſt place for the ſake 
of your own Souls, and next for 
the ſake of your Children : Nor 
only that you may entail no Curle 
upon the Eſtate you leave them, 
bur likewiſe that you may teach 
them no Injuſtice by the Example 

ou ſet before them; which in 
this particular they will be as apt 
ro imitate as in any one thing, be- 
cauſe of the preſent worldly ad- 
vantage which it ſeems to bring, 
and becauſe Juſtice is in truth a 
manly Virtue and leaſt underſtood 


by 
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by Children; and therefore Inju- 
ice is a Vice which they will ſoon- 
eſt praiſe and with the leaſt re- 
Iuancy , becaule they have the 
leaſt knowledg of it in many par- 
ticular Caſes: And becauſe they 
bave fo little ſenſe of this grear 
Virtue, they ſhould not be allow- 
ed to cheat, no not in play and 
ſport, even when they play for 
little or nothing : For if they pra- 
Aice it in that Caſe, and be unjuſt 
ina little, they will be much more 
tempted to be fo when they can 
gain a great deal by it. 
Iremember thac Xenophon in his 
Inſtitution of Cyrus , which he de- 
ſigned for the 1dea of a well educa- 
ted Prince, tells us this little bur ve- 
ry inſtructive Scory concerning 
young Cyrus : That his Governor , 
the better to make him to un- 
derſtand the nature of Juſtice, puts 
this Caſe ro him: You ſee there, 
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ſays he to Cyrus, two Boys playing, 


of different ſtature ; the lefler of 


them hath a very long Coat, and 
the bigger a very ſhort one : Now, 
ſays he, if you were a Judge how 
would you diſpoſe of theſe two 
Garments ? Crus immediately , 
and with very good reaſon as he 
thought, paſleth this ſudden Sen- 
tence, That the taller Boy ſhould 
have the longer Garment , and 
he that was of lower ſtature the 
{horter, becaule this certainly was 
fatreſt for them both : Upon which 
his Governor ſharply rebukes him 
to this purpoſe ; telling him, that 
it he were to make two Coats for 
them he [aid well ; but he did not 
pur this Cale to him as a Tailor bur 
asa Judge, andas ſuch he had gj- 
ven a very wrong Sentence : For 
a 7udge, ſays he, oughtnot to con- 
ſider what is moſt fit but what is 
Juſt ; not who could make the be/} 
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yſe of a thing but who hath the 
moſt right to ir. 

This I bring, partly to ſhew in 
what familiar ways the Principles 
of Virtue may be inſtilld into 
Children; but chiefly to prove thar 
Juſtice is a manly Yirtue ,-and that 
there 1s nothing wherein Children 
may be more eaſily miſ-led, than 
in matter of Right and Wrong : 
Therefore Children ſhould be 
taught the general Principles and 
Rules of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe if we would teach them to 
do Juſtice we muſt teach them to 
know what Juſtice is. For many are 
unjult merely our of Ignorance 
and for want of knowing better, 
and cannot help ir. 

athly. To Charity ; I mean chiet- 
ly to the poor and deſtitute ; be- 
cauſe this, as It is an eſſential ſo i3 
it a moſt ſubſtantial Parr of Reli- 
gion. Now to encourage this Dil- 
polition 
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polition in Children we muſt not 
only give them the Example of it, 
bur muſt frequently inculcate up- 
on them ſuch Paſlages of Scripture 
as theſe, That pure Relizion and un 
defiled before God and the Father is this, 
to Viſit the fatherleſs and the widows in 
their affliftion : That as we ſow in this 
kind, Jo we ſhall reap : That be ſhall 
have judgment without mercy who hath 
ſhewed no mercy: That at the Jude: 
ment of the Great Day we ſhall ina 
very particular manner be call'd 
ro an account for the practice or 
omiſſion of this Duty, and ſhall 
then be ablolved or condemned 
according as we have exerciſed or 
neglected this great Virtue of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 
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Train up a child inthe way he ſhould go, 
and when he is old he will not depart 
from it. 


V. HE good Educati8n of 

Children conſiſts in giving 
them good Example. This courſe 
David rook in his Family, as ap- 
pears by that ſolemn Reſolution 


of his, I will behave my ſelf wiſely pg, 101.2) 


in a perfe&t way, 1 will walk within my 
houſe with a perfe& heart. Let Pas 
rents and Maſters of Families give 
good 
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good Example to their Children 
and Servants, in a conſtant lerving 
of God in their Families, which 
- will nouriſh Religion in thoſe that 
are ander their care : And let them 
alſo be Exemplary in a ſober and 
holy Converſation before thoſe 
that belong to them. 

And let not your Children, as 
far as is poſſible, have any bad Ex- 
amples to converſe with, either 


among your Servants, or their. 


own Companions ; left by walking 
With them they learn their way and get 
a blot to their Souls. There is a con- 
tagion in Example, and nothing 
doth more lily inſinuate it ſelf and 
gain upon us than a living and fa- 
muliar Patern ; therefore, as much 
as in you lies, let Children always 
have good Examples before them. 

Eſpecially , ler Parents them- 
ſelves be exemplary to them in 
the beſt things, aux Sa their Ex- 
ample 
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ample is of all other the moſt 
powerful and carries greateſt Au- 
thority with it. And without this, 
Inſtruction will ſignify very little, 
and the great force and alifocy of 
it will be loft, We ſhall find it 
very hard to perſuade our Children 
to do that which they ſee we do 
not practiſe our ſelves. For even 
Children have ſo much ſenſe and 
ſagacity as to underſtand thar 
actions are more real than words, 
and a more certain indication of 
what a man doth truly and in- 
wardly believe. Example is the 
moſt lively way of teaching, and 
becauſe Children are much given 
ro imitation, it is likewiſe a very 
delightful way of inſtruction, and 
that of which Children are molt 
capable 3 both becaule ic is beſt 
underſtood , and is apt to make 
the deepeſt impreſſion upon them. 
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So that Parents, above all o- 
thers, have one Argument to be 
Religious and good themſelves, 
for the ſake of their Children, If 
you defire to have them good, the 
beſt way to make them (lo. is to 
give them the Example of it in 
being good your ſelves. For this 
reaſon Parents ſhould take great 
care to do nothing but what is 
worthy of imitation. Your Chil- 
dren will follow you in what you 
do, therefore do not go before 
them in any thing that is evil. 
The evil Example of Parents is 
both a tempration and encourage- 
ment to Children to Sin, becauſe 
If 15a kind of Authority for what 
they do, and looks like a juſtifica- 
tion of their wickedneſs. 

Wich what realon canſt thou 
expect that thy Children ſhould 


follow thy good Inſtruftions , 


when thou thy lclt givelt them 
an 
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an ill Example 2 Thou doſt but 
as it were becken to them with thy 
head and ſhew them the way to 
Heaven by thy good Counſel, 
but thou takelt them by the hand 
and leadeſt them in the way to 
Hell by thy contrary Example. 
When ever you ſwear, or tell a 
lye, or are paſſionate and furious, 
or come drunk into your Family, 
you weaken the Authority of your 
Commands, and loſe all reve- 
rence and obedience to them by 
contradicting your own Precepts. 

The Precepts of a good man 
are apt to raile and inflame others 
to the imitation of them , but 
when they come from one who 
is faulty and vicious in that kind 
himſelf they are languid and faint, 
and give us no heart and encou- 
ragement to the exerciſe of thoſe 
Virtues which we plainly ſee they 
do not practiſe themſelves, Ir 1s 
L 3 the 
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the 4poſile's Argument, Thon there- 
fore that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou 
not thy ſelf 2 Thou that teacheſt thy 
Children to ſpeak truth, doſt thou 
tell a lye? "Thou that ſayeſt they 
muſt not ſwear, doſt thou pro- 
fanc the Name of God by cuſto- 
mary Oaths and Curſes > Thou 
art unfit to be a guide of the blind, 
a light to them that are in darkneſs, an 
mnſtrufter of the fooliſh, and a teacher 
of Babes ; becauſe thou thy ſelf haſt 
only a form of Knowledge and of truth 
mn the Law, bur art deſtitute of the 
life and praftice of it. In a word, 
if you be not careful to give good 
Exampleto your Children you de- 
feat your own counſels and under- 
mine the beſt inſtructions you can 
give them ; and they will all be 
ſpilt like water upon the barren 
Sands, they will have no effe&t, 
they will bring forth no fruit. 


VI. Good 
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VI. Good Education conſfifts in 
wiſe and early Reſtraints from that 
which is evil , by ſeaſonable Reproof 


and Correfion. And this alſo is one 


way of Inſtruction : So Sylomon Prov.2g.15, 


tells us, The Rod and Reproof giveth 
wiſdom : And though both theſe 
do ſuppoſe a Fault that is paſt, yer 
the great end of them is to pre- 
vent the like for the future, and to 
be an admonition to them for the 
time to come. And therefore 
whatever will probably be effectu- 
al for future Caution and Amend- 
ment ought to be ſufficient in this 
kind, becauſe the End is always to 
give meaſure to the Means : And 
where a mild and gentle Rebuke 
will do the buſineſs Reproot may 
ſtop there without proceeding fur- 
ther : Or when that will not do, 
if a ſharp word and a ſevere ad- 
monition will be effe&ual, the 
Rod may be ſpared, 
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's Sam. 2. 
831 24, 


Provided always, that our Le- 
nity give no encouragement to Sin, 
and be ſo managed that Children 
may perceive that youare in good 
earneſt and relolved that it they 
will not reform they ſhall certain- 
ly be puniſh'd. And provided 
likewiſe, that your Lenity bear a 
due proportion to the nature and 
quality of the Fault, We muſt 
not uſe mildneſs.in the caſe of a 
wilful and heinous Sin, eſpecially 
if it be exemplary and of publick 
influence. To rebuke gently up- 
on ſuch an Occaſion is rather to 
countenance the Fault, and ſeems 
to argue that we are not ſenſible 
enough of the Enormity of it, 
and that we have not a due diſlike 
and deteſtation for it: Such cold 
Reproofs as thoſe which old Eli 
gave his Sons, Why do you ſuch things ? 
for T bear of your evil dealing by all 
this People, that is, their carriage 
| was 
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was ſuch as gave publick Scandal : 
Nay, my Sons ; for it is not a good 
Report that I hear, you make the 
Lord's People to tranſgreſs. 

Such a cold Reproof as this, 
where the Crime was ſogreat and 
notorious, was a kind of allowance 
of it, and a partaking with them 
in their Sin; and ſo God inter 


prets it , and therefore calls it a Chap.2.1g. 


kicking at his Sacrifice, and a deſpiſing 
of his Offering : And he threatens 
El: with moſt terrible Judgments 
upon this very account, becauſe his 
Sons made themſelves vile, and he re- 
ſtrained them not. 

So that our Severity muſt be 
proportioned to the Crime. Where 
the Fault is great, there greater Se- 
verity muſt be uſed; ſo much at 
leaſt as may be an effeQtual Re- 
ſtraint for the future. Here was 
Eli's miſcartiage, that in tle. caſe 
of ſo great a Fault as his Scns were 
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guilty of his proceeding was nei- 
ther proportioned to the Crime, 
nor to the End of Reproot and 
Correction, which is Amendment 
for the future : But he uſed ſuch a 
mildneſs in his Reproof of them, 
as was more apt to encourage than 
reſtrain them in their vile courſes : 
For ſo the Text ſays, that his Sons 
made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained 
them not. 

There are indeed ſome Difpoſi- 
tions ſo very tender and tractable, 
thata gentle Reproof will ſuffice. 
But moſt Children are of that 
temper that Correction muſt be 
ſometimes uſed, and a fond In- 
dulgence in this Caſe is many 
times their utter ruin and undoing ; 
and in truth not Love but hatred. 
So the Wiſe-man tells us, He that 
ſpareth the Rod hateth his Son, but be 


that loveth him chaſteneth him betimes. 


Ch, 19. 18, Chaſten thy Son while there is bope, and 


let 
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let not thy Soul ſpare for his Crying. 


And again, Fooliſhneſs is bound up in Ch. 22. 15. 


the heart of a Child, and the Rod of 


correftion ſhall drive it far from him. 


Withhold not correftion from the child, Ch. 23. 13, 


for if thou beateſt him with the rod be "4: 


ſhall not dye : Thou ſhalt beat him with 
the Rod, and ſhalt deliver his Soul from 


Hell. Again, The Rod and Reproof Ch. 29-15. 


giveth wiſdom, but a Child left to him» 
ſelf bringeth his Mother to ſhame : He 
mentions the Mother emphatically, 
becauſe She many times is moſt 
faulty in this fond indulgence ; 
and therefore the ſhame and grict 
of it doth juſtly fall upon Her. 

So that Correction is of great 
uſe, and often neceſſary ; and Pa- 
rents that forbear it are not only 
cruel to their Children, but to 
Themlelves : For God many times 
puniſheth thoſe Parents very ſe- 
verely who have neglected this ne- 
cellary piece of Diſcipline, There 

is 
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is hardly to be found in the whole 

Bible a more terrible temporal 
Threatning than that concerning 

Eli and his Houſe, for his fond in- 
dulgence to his Sons, who when 

they came to be Men proved ſuch 

horrible Scandals not only to their 

Father , but to the Prieſt's Office; 

and to that degree as to make the 
Sacrifices of the Lord to be abhorred by 

all the People. I will recite the 
Threatning at large, for an Admo- 

nition to Parents that they be not 

r Sam, 3. guilty in this kind. The Lord ſaid to 
11,12, 13, Samuel, Behold T will do a thing in 
”y Iſrael at which both the ears of every 
one that heareth it ſhall tingle: In that 

day Twill perform againſt Eli all things 

which 1 have ſpoken concerning his 

Houſe ; when 1 begin I will alſo make 

an end. For Thave told him that T will 

judge bis Houſe for ever for the Iniqui- 

ty which he knoweth , becauſe his Sons 

made themſelves vile and be reſtrained 

them 
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them not : And therefore 1 have (worn 
unto the Houſe of Eli, that the Iniqui- 
ty of Eli's Fouſe ſhall not be purged 
with Sacrifice nor Offering for ever. I 
know very well that this enormous 
wickedneſs of Eli's Sons was com- 
mitted by them after they were 
grown to be Men, but this In- 
ſtance is nevertheleſs ro my pre- 
ſent purpoſe, there being hardly 
any doubt to be made bur that ir 
was the natural effe&t of a remils 
and roo indulgent an Education. 
Yea very often God doth cor- 
rect and remarkably puniſh fond 
Parents by thoſe very Children 
who have wanted due Reproof 
and Correction: Of which the 
Scripture gives us a remarkable In» 
ſtance in Adontjah, upon the men- 
tion of whoſe Rebellion againſt 
David his Father the Text takes 
particular notice of his Father's 
extream fondneſs of him, as _ 
rac 
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the procuring and meritoriou; 
cauſe of it, For his Father had nit t 
diſpleaſed him at any time m ſaying, i © 
why haſt thou done ſo? And on theſk © 
contrary, the wiſe Son of Sirah i C 
tells us 5 that he that chaſtiſeth hi 
Son ſhall have joy of him. 


VII. The next thing I ſhall 
mention as a part of good Edu- 
cation is, the bringing of Children t 
be publickly Catechiſed by the Miniſter, 
to prepare them for ſolemn Confirmas 
tion. 

Ic was with a particular reſpect 
to this work of publick Catechiſine, 
and by way of introduQtion to it, 
that I at firſt propoſed to treat thus 
largely of the good Elucation of Chil 
dren, hoping i might be of good 
aſe to handle this Subje& more ful- 
ly than it hath uſually been done, 
atleaſt to my knowledg, from the 
Pu)pit. 


And 


) 
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And therefore I ſhall ſay lome- 
thing, and that very briefly con- 
cerning the nature, and concerning 
the neceſſity and great uſefulneſs of 


Catechiſing Children. 


Firſt, for the nature of it, itis a 


particular way of teaching by Que» 
ſtion and Anſwer, accommodated 
and fitted for the inſtruction of 
Children 1n the Principles of Reli- 
gion. I do not indeed "find, that 
this particular method 1s any 
where enjoined in Scripture ; but 
Inſtruction in general is: And I 
doubt not bur that upon this gene- 
ral warrant Parents and Mimiſters 
may ule thac way of Inſtruction 
of Children which is moſt fit aud 
proper to inſtil into them the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, Ir is true, thac 
the word #114» , from whence 
our word Catechiſm doth come, is 
uſed in Scripture to ſignify teaching 
in general: But it hath ſince by 
Eco 
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Eccleſiaſtical Writers been appro- 
priated to that particular way of 
Inſtruction which hath been long 
in uſe in the Chriſtian Church, and 
is commonly called Catechiſing, 
Secondly, as to the neceſſity and 
great uſefulneſs of it; Catechiſmg 
hath a particular advantage as to 
Children : Becauſe they are ſub- 
ject ro forgettulneſs, and want of 
attention, Now Catechiſing is a good 
Remedy againſt both thele ; be- 
cauſe by Qzeſtions put to them 
Children are forced to take notice 
of whar is taught, and muſt give 
ſome Anſwer to che Queſtion thar 
is askd : And a Catechiſm being 
{horr, and containing in a lirtle 
compals the molt neceſſary Prin- 
ciples of Religion, ic is the more 
ealily remembred. 
The greac ſefulneſs and indeed 
the neceſſity of it plainly appears 
y experience, For it very ſeldom 
happens, 
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happens , that Children which 
have not been catechiled have an 


clear and competent knowledge * 


of the Principles of Religion ; 
and for want of this are incapa- 
ble of receiving any great benefic 
by Sermons , which ſuppole per- 
ſons to be in ſome mealure in- 
ſtructed before-hand in the main 
Principles of Religion. 

Beſides, that if they have no 
Principles of Religion fix'd in 
them, they become an ealy Prey 
to Seducers. And we have had 
ſad experience of this in our Ape ; 
and among many other diſmal ef- 
fets of our late Civil Confuſtons 
this is none of the leaſt, that pub- 
lick Catechiſing was almolt wholly 
diſuſed, and private roo in moſt 
Families : For had Catechiſing of 
Children been continued, it is ve- 
ry probable that this Age would 
have been infeſted with fewer Er- 
M rors 
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yors and with fewer Schiſms ; and 
chart there * would not have been 
ſo much Apoſtaſy from the Fundas 
mentals of Religion, For it is, | 
think, a true Obſervation, that Cate- 
chiſing, and the Hiſtory of the Mar- 
tyrs have been the two great Pillars 
of the Proteſtant Religion. 

There being then ſo great a ne- 
ceſſity and uſetulneſs of this Way 
of Inſtruction, I would earneſtly 
recommend the practiſe of it to 
Parents and Maſters of Families with 
reſpect to their Children and Ser- 
vants, For I do not think that this 
Work ſhould lie wholly upon Mi- 
niſters. You muſt do your part at 
home, who by your conſtant reſi- 
dence in your Families have bet- 
:erand more eaſy opportunities of 
inculcating the Principles of Reli- 
g10n upon your Children and Ser- 
vants, There you muſt prepare 
them for publick Catechiſing , that 


the 
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the Work of the Miniſter may not 
be too heavy upon him, 

As to the part which concerns 
Mimiſters, I intend by God's al- 
ſiltance, ſo ſoon as the buſineſs 
can be put into a good method, to 
begin this Exerciſe. And I doear- 
neſtly intreat all that have young 
Children and Servants, to bring 
ſuch of them as are fit co be pub- 
lickly Catechiled and inſtructed 
in the Principles of Religion : 
And I ſhall as often as ſhall be 
thought expedient ſpend ſome 
time in this Work, between after- 
noon Prayers and Sermon. 

The Catechiſm to be uſed ſhall be 
that appointed in our Liturgy , 
which is ſhort, and contains in it 
the chief Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion. And I ſhall make a ſhort 
and plain explication of the Heads 
of it, ſuitable ro the capacity of 
Children, And becauſe this may 
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not probably be of ſo great advan- 
rage to thoſe who are of riper 
Years and Underſtandings, yet 
becauſe Children are to be in- 
ſtructed as well as men, | muſt in- 
treat thoſe who are like to carry 


away the leaſt profit to bring with 


them the more patience : Eſpecial- 
ly ſince I ſhall for their ſakes, in 
the conſtant courle of my After 
noon Sermons, more largely and 
fully explain the chief Principles of 
the Chriſtian Belief : A Work which 
you know I have ſome time ago 
entred upon. | 


VIII. The laft thing I ſhall men» 
tion, and with which the State of 
Childhood ends, 1s the bringing of Chil 
dren to the Biſhop, to be ſolemnly Cons 
firmd, by their taking upon them- 
ſelves the Vow which by their Sure» 
ties they entred into at their Baps 


tim, 
This 
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This is acknowledged by al- 
moſt all Se&s and Parties of Chri- 
ſtians ro be of Primitive Antiquity, 
and of very great uſe when it is 
performed with that due prepara- 
tion of perſons for it, by the Mj- 
niſters to whole charge they be- 
long, and with that ſeriouſneſs 
and Solemnity which the nature 
of the thing doth require. 

And to that end it were very 
deſirable that Confirmations ſhould 
be more frequent, and in ſmaller 
Numbers at a time; that fo the 
Biſhop may apply himſelt more 
particularly to every Perſon that 
is to be (onfirmed, that by this 
means the thing may make the 
deeper impreſſion and Jay the 
ſtronger obligation upon them. 

One thing more I could wiſh, 
both to prevent confuſion , and 
forthe eaſe alſo of the Biſhop thar 
his work may not be endleſs, that 
M 3 Mts 
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Miniſters would take care that none 
may preſent themſelves to the Bi- 
ſhop or be preſented by the Mini- 
fters, ro be (onfirmed a ſecond 
time: Becauſe a great many are 
wont to offer themſelves every 
time there 1s a ( onfirmation z which 
is both very diſorderly and unrea- 
ſonable, there being every whit 
as little reaſon for a ſecond (onfirma- 
tion, as there is for a ſecond Bap- 
tiſm: And if any perſons need lo 
often to be (onfirmed, it is a ſign 
that Confirmation hath very little 
effe&t upon them. | 


II. I proceed to the Second ge- 
neral Head, which was to give ſome 
more particular Direfions for the ma- 
nagement of this Work of the good Edu- 
cation of ( hildren in ſuch a way as 
may be moſt effeftual to its End, 

Firſt, endeavour, as well as you 
can, to diſcoyer the particular tem- 


per 
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per and diſpoſition of Children , 
that you may ſuit and apply your 
ſelves to it, and by ſtriking in with 
Nature may fteer and govern 
them in the ſweeteſt and eaſieſt 
way. This is like knowledge of 
the nature of the ground to be 
planted , which Husbandmen are 
wont very carefully to enquire in- 
ro, that they may apply the Seed 
to the Soil, and plant in it that 
which is moſt proper for it : 


Quid queq; ferat reg, quid qu&: % 
recuſet. 

Hic ſegetes , illic veniunt felicius 
uVgR. 


Every Soil isnot proper for all ſorts 
of Grain or Fruit ; one ground is 
fit for (orn, another for Vines : And 
ſo is it in the tempers and diſpoſitions 
of Children : Some are more capa- 


ble of one Excellency and Virtue 
M 4 than 
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than another , and ſome more 
ſtrongly inclined to one Yice than 
another : Which is a great Secret 
of Nature and Providence, and it is 
very hard to give a juſt and fatil- 
faftory account of it. 

It is good therefore ro know the 
particular Tempers of Children, 
that we may accordingly apply 
our care to them and manage 
them to the beſt advantage : That 
where we diſcern in them any for- 
ward inclinations to good, we 
may caſt in ſuch Seeds and Princi- 
ples as , by their ſuitableneſs to 
their particular ['Tempers, we judg 
molt likely ro cake ſooneſt and 
deepeſt root : And when theſe are 
grown up, and have taken poſlet- 
f1on of the Soil, they will prepare 
it for the Seeds of other Vircues. 

And fo likewiſe when we diſcos 
ver in their Nature a more particu- 
jar diſpoſition and leaning towards 
any 
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any thing which is bad, we muſt 
with great diligence and care ap- 
ply ſuch Inſtructions and plant 
ſuch Principles in them, as may be 
moſt effectual to alter this evil dil- 
poſition of their Minds ; that 
whilſt Nature is tender and flexible 
we may gently bend it the other 
way : And it is almoſt incredible 
what ſtrange things by Prudence 
and Patience may be done to- 
wards the reCtifying of a very per- 
yerſe and crooked Diſpoſition. 

So that it is of very greatule to 
obſerve and diſcover the particular 
Tempers of Children, that in all 
our inſtruction and management 
of them we may apply our lelves 
to their Nature and hit their pecu- 
liar Diſpoſition: By this means 
we may lead and draw them to 
their Duty in human ways, and 
ſuch as are much more agreeable 
to their Temper than conſtraint 
and 
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and neceſſity, which are harſh and 
churliſh, and againſt the grain, 
Whatever is done with delight 
goes on cheerfully, but when Na- 
rure is compell'd and forc'd things 
proceed heavily : Therefore, when 


we are forming and faſhioning | 


Children to Religion and Virtue, 
we ſhould make all the advantage 
we can of their particular Tem- 
pers. This will be a good di- 
reftion and help to us to conduct 
Nature in the way it will moſt ea- 
fily go. Every Temper gives 
ſome particular advantage and 
handle whereby we may take hold 
of them and ſteer them more eaſt- 
ly: But it we take a contrary 
courſe we muſt expe& to meet 
with great difficulty and relu- 
Etancy. 

Such ways of Education as are 
prudently fatted to the particular 
diſpoſitions of Children are like 
| Wind 


=.- hs Fincation of Children. 


Wind and Tide together, which will 
make the Work go on amain : 
But thoſe ways and methods which 
are applied croſs to Nature are like 
Wind againſt Tide, which make a 
great ſtir and conflift, but a very 
ſlow progreſs. Not that I do or 
can expect that all Parents ſhould 
be Philoſophers, but that they ſhould 
uſe the beſt wiſdom they have in 
2 matter of ſo great concernment. 

Secondly, in your inſtruction of 
Children endeavour to plant in 
them thoſe Principles of Religion 
and Virtue which are moſt ſubſtan- 
tial, and are like to have the beſt 
influence upon the future govern- 
ment of their Lives, and to be of 
continual and laſting uſe to them. 
Look to the Seed you low , that it 
be ſound and good, and for the 
benefit and uſe of mankind : This 
is to be regarded, as well as the 
Ground into which the Seed is caſt. 
La- 
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Labour to beget in Children a 
right apprehenſion of thoſe things 
which are moſt fundamental and 
neceſſary to the knowledge of 
God and our Duty ; and to make 
them ſenſible of the great evil and 
danger of Sin; and to work in 
them a firm belief of the next 
Life and of the eternal Rewards 
and Recompences of it, And if 
theſe Principles once take root they 
will ſpread far and wide, and have 
a vaſt influence upon all their 
ations; and unleſs ſome power- 
ful Luſt, or temptation to Vice 
hurry them away, they will pro- 
bably accompany them and ſtick 
by them as long as they live. 

Many Parents, according to 
their beſt knowledge and appre- 
henſ1ons of Religion in which they 
themſelves have been educated, 
and too often according to their 
Zeal without knowledge, do take 
great 
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oreat care to plant Jittle and ill- 

rounded Opinions in the minds 
of their Children, and to faſhion 
them to a Party by infuſing into 
them the particular Notions and 
Phraſes of a Se# , which when 
they come to be examin'd have no 
ſubſtance , nor perhaps ſenſe in 
them : And by this means, in- 
ſtead of bringing them up in the 
true and ſolid Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, they take a great deal of 
pains to inſtruct them in ſome 
doubtful DoCtrines of no great 
moment in Religion, and perhaps 
falſe at the bottom ; whereby in- 
ſtead of teaching them to hate 
Sin they fix them in Schiſm, and 
teach them to hate and damn all 
thole who differ from them and 
are oppoſite to them; who yet 
are perhaps much more in the 
right, and far better (hriſtians than 


themſelves. 
And 
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And indeed nothing is more 
common and more to be. pitied, 
than to ſee with what a confident 
contempt and {cornful pity ſome 
ill-inſtruted and ignorant people 
will lament the blindneſs and ig- 
norance of thole who have a 
thouſand times more true know- 
ledge and skill than themſelves, 
not only in all other things, but 
even in the practiſe as well as 
knowledge of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; believing, thoſe who do 
not reliſh their affeaed Phraſes 
and uncouth Forms of ſpeech to 
be ignorant of the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, and utter ſtrangers to the 
Life and Power of Godlineſs. 

But now what is the effect of 
this miſtaken way of Education ? 
The Harveſt is juſt anſwerable to 
the Husbandry, 

Infelix lolium & ſteriles dominan- 

EUY avend 3 
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As they have ſown, ſo they muſt 
expect to reap; and inſtead of 
good Grain to have Cockle aud 
Tares : They have ſown the Wind, and 
they ſhall reap the Whirlwind , as the 
expreſſion is in the Prophet ; in- 
ſtead of true Religion, and of a 
ſober and peaceable Converſation, 
there will come up new and wild 
Opinions, a fa&ious and unchari- 
table ſpirit, a furious and boiſte- 
rous zeal, which will neither ſuffer 
themſelves to be quiet, nor any 
body that is about them. 

But if you dehire to reap the ef- 
fects of true Piety and Religion, 
you mult take care to plant in Chil- 
dren the main and ſubſtantial Prin- 
ciples of (briſtianity, which may 
give them a general byaſs to holi- 
neſs and goodneſs, and not to lit- 
tle particular Opinions, which 
being once fix'd in them by the 
ſtrong prejudice of Education 
- will 
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will hardly ever be rooted out, 

Thirdly, do all that in you lies 
ro check and diſcourage in them 
the firſt beginnings of Sin and 
Vice : So ſoon as ever they ap- 
pear pluck them up by the roots, 
This is like the weeding of Corn, 
which is a necellary piece of good 
Husbandry. Vices like ill weeds 
grow apace, and if they once take 
to the Soi! ic will be hard to extir- 
pate and kill them: Bur if we 
watch them and cur them up af- 
ſoon as they appear, this will 
diſcourage the Root and make 
Ie dye. 

Therefore take great heed that 
your Childten be not habituared 
and accuſtomed to any evil courle, 
A Vice thar is of any conſiderable 
growth and continuance will ſoon 
grow obſtinate, and having once 
ſpread its roots it will be a very 


difficult matter to clear the ground 
| | of 
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of it. A Child may be fo long 
neglefed till he be overgrown 
with Vice to that degree that it 
may be out of the power of Pa- 
rents ever to bring him to good 
fruit. If it once gain upon the 
depraved diſpoſition of Children 
it will be one of the hardeſt 
things in the World to give a ſtop 
toit. Icis the Apoſile's caution to 
take beed of being harden'd by the des 
ceitfulneſs of Sn, which they who 
o on in an evil courſe will moſt 
certainly be. We {ſhould obſerve 
the firſt appearances of evil in 
Children , and kill chole young 
Serpents afloon as they ſtir leſt 
they bite them to death, 

Fourthly, bring them , aſſoon 
as they are capable of it, to the 
publick Worſhip of God, where He 
hath promiſed his more eſpecial 
preſence and bleſſing. Ir is in Zi- 
om, the place of God's publick 

N Wor- 
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Worſhip, where the Lord hath com- 
manded the bleſſing even Life for ever- 
more: There are the means which 
God hath appointed for the be- 
getting and increaſing of Grace 
inus: This is the Poo! where the 
Angel uſerh to come and to move 
the Waters : Bring your Children 
hither, where if they diligently 
attend they may meet with an Op- 
portunity of being healed. 

And when they come from the 
Church, call them frequently to an 
account of what they have heard 
and learn'd there : This will make 
them both to attend more dili- 
gently to what they hear, and to 
lay itup in their Memories with 
greater care, and will fix it there 
lo as to make a deeper and more 
laſting impreflion upon their 
Minds. 

Fifthly, be careful more elpe- 
clally to put them upon the _ 

cile 
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ciſe and practice of Religion and 
Virtue, in ſuch Inſtances as their 
underſtanding and age are capa- 
ble of. Teach them ſome ſhort 
and proper Forms of Prayer to 
God, to be ſaid by them devoutly 
upon their knees 1n private, at 
leaſt every Morning and Evening. 
A great many Children neglect 
this, not fr6m any ill diſpoſition 
of mind, but becauſe no body 
takes care to teach them how to 
do it. And it they were taught 
and* put upon doing it, the habit 
and cuſtom of any thing will after 
a lictle while make that eaſy and 
delightful enough, which they 
cannot afrerwards be brought to 
without great difficulty and re- 
luctancy. 

Knowledge and Praftice do mu- 
tually promofe and help forward 
one another. Knowledge prepares 
and diſpolſeth for Praftice, and 
N 2 Pra- 
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Prafice is the beſt way to perfect 
Knowledge in any kind. Mere Spe- 
culation 1s a very raw and rude 
thing in compariſon of that true 
and diſtin&t knowledge which is 
gotten by Praftice and Experience, 
'The moſt exact skill in Geography 
is nothing compared with the 
knowledge of that Man who be- 
{ides the Speculative part hath tra- 
vell'd over and carefully view'd 
the Countries he hath read of. 
The moſt knowing man in the 
Art and Rules of Navigation ts no 
body in compariſon of an experi- 
enced Pilot and Seaman. Becauſe 
knowledge perfeted by pra&tice 
is as much different from mere Spe- 
cularion as the $kill of doing a 
thing is from being told how a 
thing is to be done. For men 
may eaſily miſtake Rules, but fre- 
quent Practiſe and Experience are 
leldom deceived. Give me a man 
that 
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that conſtantly does a thing well, 
and that ſhall ſatisfy me that he 
knows how to doit. "That Saying 
of our B. Saviour, If any man will 
do my will, he ſhall know of the Do- 
arine whether it be of God, or Whether 
1 ſpeak of my ſelf, isa clear determi- 
nation of this matter, namely , 
That they underſtand the Will 
of God beſt who are moſt care- 
ful to doit. And fo likewiſe the 
beſt way to know what God is, is 
to tranſcribe his PerfeCtions in our 
Lives and actions; to be buly, 
and juſt, and good, and merciful as 
He 1s. 

Therefore when the miads of 
Children are once thorougly pol- 
ſeſt with che true Principles of Re- 
ligion, we ſhouid bend all our en- 
deavours to put them upon the 
practice of what they know : Ley 
them rather be taught co do wel} 
than to talk well; rather to a- 
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void what isevil, in all its ſhapes 
and appearances, and to practiſe 
their Duty in the ſeveral Inſtances 
of it, than to ſpeak with the Tongues 
Job 28.28. of Men and Angels : Unto Man He 
ſaid, Behold the fear of the Lord, 
that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil 
1 Joh. 2,3, 's underſtanding : Fdereby , faith 
4: St, John, we know that we know him, 
if we keep his Commandments : He 
that ſaith I know hm and keepeth not 


truth is not in him. 

Xenophecn tells us, that the Pers 
frans inſtead of making their Chil- 
dren learned, taught them to be 
Virtuows ; and inſtead of filling 
their heads wich fine Speculations, 
taught them honeſty, and ſincerity, 
and reſolution; and endeavour- 
ed to make them wiſe and valiant, 
juſt and temperate. Lycurgus allo 
in the inſtitution of the Lacedemo- 
nin Commonwealth took no care 
about 


bis Commandments 1s a lyar , and the 
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about Learning , but only about 
the Lives and Manners of their 
Children : Though I ſhould think 
that the care of both is beſt, and 
that Learning would very much 
help to form the Manners of Chil- 
dren, and tomake them both wi- 
ſer and better Men : And there- 
fore, with the leave of ſo great 


and wile a Lawgiver, I cannot but 


think that this was a defeCt in his 
Inſlitution : Becauſe Learning, if ic 
be under the conduct of true wil- 
dom and goodneſs is not only an 
ornament but a great advantage 
to the better Government of any 
Kingdom or Commonwealth. 
Sixthly, there muſt be great 
care and diligence uſed in this 
whole buſineſs of Education, and 
more particularly in the In/tru&on 


of Children. There muſt be line 14. 28, 10. 


npon line, and precept upon precept, 
bere a little and there a little , 2s the 
N 4 Pro- 
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Prophet expreſleth it, The Prin» 
ciples of Religion and Virtue mutt 
be inſtill'd and dropt into them by 
ſuch degrees ard in ſuch a mea- 
ſure as they are capable of recei- 
ving them : For Children are nar- 
rowemouth'd Veſlels, and a great 
deal cannot be poured into them at 
once. 

And they muſt allo be ac- 
cuſtomed to the practice and exer- 
ciſe of Religion and goodneſs by 
degrees, till Holineſs and Virtue 
have taken root, and they be well 
ſettled and confirm'd in a good 
courſe. Now this requires con- 
{tant attendance and even the. pa» 
tience of the Husbandman to 
wait for the fruit of our las 
bours. 

In ſome Children the Seeds that 
are ſown fall into a greater depth 
of earth and therefore are of a 
flow diſcloſure, and it may be 
a COnN- 
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a conſiderable time before they 
appear above ground ; it is long 
before they ſhoot and grow up 
ro any heighth, and yer they 


may afterwards be very conſide- 


table: Which, as an ingenious Sir HW. 


Author obſerves, ſhould excite the 
care and prevent the deſpair of Pa- 
rents : For if their Children be not 
ſuch ſpeedy Spreaders and Branchers 
as the Vine, they may perhaps prove 


— proles tarde creſcentis Olive. 


It isa work of great pains and 
difficulty to re&tity a perverſe 
Diſpolicion. It is more ealy 
to palliate the corruption of Na- 
ture, but the cure of ir requires 
time and careful looking to. 
An evil temper and inclinati- 
on may be covered and cons 
ceal'd, but it is a great work 
to conquer and ſubdue it. Ir 
muſt 
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muſt firſt be check'd and Rtopp'd 
in its courſe, and then weak- 
end and the force of it be bro- 
ben by degrees, and ar laſt, if 
it be poſſible, deſtroyed and root- 
ed our. 

Seventhly and Laſily, to all theſe 
means we muſt add our con- 
tant and earneft Prayers to God 
for our Children, that his Grace 
may take an early poſſeſſion of 
them; that he would give them 
virtuous inclinations and toward- 
ly diſpoſitions for goodneſs : 
And that he would be pleaſed 
to accompany all our endeavours 
to that end with his powerful 
Aſſiſtance and Blefling; without 
which all that we can do will 
prove ineffetual. Parents may 
plant, and Miniſters may water , 
but it is God that muſt give the 


mecreaſe. 


Be 
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Be often then upon your knees 
for your Children. Do not on- 
ly teach them to pray for them- 
ſelves, but do you likewiſe with 
great fervour and earneſtneſs 
commend them to God and to the power 
of his Grace which alone is ableto 


ſanify them. Apply your ſelves - 


to the Father of lights; from whom 
comes every good and perfett gift : 
Beg his H. Spirit, and ask Divine 
knowledge and wiſdom for them 
of Him , who giveth to all liberally 
and upbraideth no man : Beſcech Him 
to ſeaſon their tender years with 
his Fear , which is the beginning 
of Wiſdom : Pray for them as Abras 
ham did for 1ſhmael, Oh that Iſhmael 
may live m thy ſ1ght. 

Many Parents, having found 
all their endeavours for a long time 
together ineffectual, bave at length 
betook themſelves to Prayer, ear- 
neſt and importunate Prayer to 
God, 
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God, astheir laſt Refuge; Monica, 
the Mother of St. Auſtm, by the 
conſtancy and importunity of her 
Prayers, obtained of God the con- 
verſion of her Son, who proved 
afterwards ſo great and glorious 
an Inſtrument of good to the 
Church of God : According to 
what St. Ambroſe Biſhop of Main , 
to encourage her to perſevere in 
her fervent Prayers for her Son, 


had ſaid to her, Fieri non poteſt ut 


filtus tot lachrymarum pereat, It caunot 


be, lays he, that a Son of ſo many 
Prayers and Tears ſhould miſcarry. 
God's Grace is free, but it is not 
likely but that God will ar laſt 
give in this Bleſſing to our ear- 
neſt Prayers and faithful Endea- 
vours. 

Therefore pray for them wih- 
out ceaſmg, pray and faint not. Great 
1mportunity in Prayer ſeldom fails 
of a gracious anſwer : Our B. Sa- 
Viour 
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yiour ſpake two Parables on pur- 
poſe to encourage us herein; Not 
becauſe God is moved, much leſs 
becauſe he is tired out with our 
Importunity ; but becaule it is an 
Argument of our firm belief and 
confidence in his great Goodnels : 
And to them that believe all things 
are poſſible, ſays our B. Lord, To 
whom &C. 


CO—_— —_— ———————— —<— 


SE R- 


SER M ON Il 


OF THE 


Education of Children, 


SERMON HI 
OF THE 


Education of Children. 


Prov. XXII. 6. 


Train up achild inthe way he ſhould go, 
and when he is old be will not depart 
from it: 


Proceed to the next general 
Head which I propoled ,_ 
namely, 


IlI. To diſcover ſome of the more Tr; 
remarkable and common Miſcarriages in 
the management of this Work. 1 do 
not hereby mean groſs negletFs for 
want of care, but miſtakes and miſ- 
carriages 
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carriages for want of prudence and 
Skill, even when there is no want 
of care and diligence in Parents 
and Inſtrufters. And I ſhall for 
Method's fake reduce the more 
conſiderable and common Miſcar- 
riages tO theſe three Heads. 


Firſt, in matter of IrſtruFion, 
Secondly, in matter of Example. 


Thirdly, in matter of Reproof 


and Correftion. 


I. in matter of Iſtrufion, Pa- 
rents do very often mainly milcar- 
ry in not reaching their Children 


the true difference berween Good 


and Eyil, and the degrces of them : 
As when we teach them any thing 
3s a Sin that really is not, or that 
any thing is not a Sin which in 
truth 1s ſo: Or when we teach 
them to lay more ſtreſs and weight 
upon things than they will bear ; 
making 
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making that which perhaps is only 
convenient to be in the higheſt de- 
gree neceſſary, or that which it 
may be is only inconvenient, or ma 
be an occaſion of Scandal to ſome 
weak Chriſtians, to be a Sin in its 
own natnare damnable. 

Parents do likewiſe lay too 
great a weight upon things, when 
they are as diligent to inſtru& 
them in leſſer things, and as ſtri&& 
in enjoining them, and as ſevere 
in puniſhing the commiſſion or 
neglect of them, according as they 
eſteem them good or evil, as if they 
were the weightier things of the Law 
and matters of the greateſt mo- 
ment in Religion. 

Thus I have known very care- 
ful and well-meaning Parents that 
have with great ſeverity reſtrained 
their Children in the wearing of 
their hair : Nay I can remember 


ſince the wearing of it below 
O 2 their 
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their Ears was looked upon as a 
Sin- of the firſt magnitude ; and 
when Mamiſters generally, what- 
ever their Text was, did in every 
Sermon either find or make an occa- 
ſion with great ſeverity to reprove 
the great Sin of long hair; and if 
they ſaw any one in the Congrega- 
tion guilty in that kind, they would 
point him our - particularly , and 
ler fly at him with great zeal. 

I have likewiſe known ſome Pa- 
rents that have ſtritly forbidden 
their Children the uſe of ſome ſorts 
of Recreations and Games under the 
notion of heinous Sins, upon a 
miſtake that becauſe there was in 
them a mixture of Fortune and Skill 
they were therefore unlawful ; a | 
Reaſon which I think hath no 
weight and force in it, tho I do 
not deny but human Laws may 
tor very prudent reaſons either 
xeſtrain or forbid the uſe of theſe 
Games, 
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Games , becauſe of the boundleſs 
expence both of Money and Time 
which is many times occaſioned 
by them. 

I have known others, nay per- 
haps the ſame Perſons, that would 
not only allow but even encourage 
their Children to deſpiſe the very 
Service of God under ſome Forms, 
which according to their ſeveral 
apprehenfions they eſteemed to be 
Superſtitious or Faftious. But this I 
have ever thought to bea thing of 
moſt dangerous conſequence, and 
have often abſerved it co end either 
in the negle& or contempt of all 
Religion. 

And how many Parents teach 
their Children doubtful Opinions, and 
lay great ſtreſs upon them as if 
they were ſaving or damning Points ; 
and hereby ſer ſuch an edge and 
keenneſs upon them for or againſt 
ſome indifferent modes and circum- 
O 3 ſtances 
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ſtances of God's Worlhip as if the 
very Being of a Church and the Eſ- 
ſence of Religion were concerned 
in them ? 

Theſe certainly are great M:- 
ſtakes, and many times have very 
pernicious efte&ts, thus to confound 
things which are of ſo wide and 
vaſt a difterence as good and evil, 
lawful and unlawful, indifferent and 
neceſſary. For when Children come 
to be Men, and to have a freer 
and larger view of the World, 
and ſhall 6nd by the contrary pra- 
ice of very wile and.ſerious Per- 
ſons that they have quite different 
apprehenſions of theſe matters , 
and do not think that to be a Sin 
which their Parents have ſo ſtri&t- 
ly forbidden them under that noti- 
on, and many times puniſhed 
them more ſeverely for the doing 
of it than if they had told a Lye, 
this may make them apt to queſti- 
on 


© the Educationof Children. 


on whether any thing be a Sin : 
And the violence which they offer 
to their Conſciences, and the ſtrein 
that they give them upon ſuch an 
occaſion, by complying with the 
general practice of others contrary 
to the Principles of their Educa- 
tion, doth many times open a gap 
for great and real Sins. 

Beſides , that Children which 
are bred up in high Prejudices for 
or againſt indifferent Opinions or Pras 
Fices in Religion, do ulually when 
they are grown up prove to be 
Men of narrow and contracted 
Spirits, peeviſh and froward and 
uncharitable, and many times 
great Bigots and Zealots either in 
the way of Superſtition or Faction, 
according to the Principles which 
have been inſtill'd into them to 
byaſs them either way : And very 
hardly do they ever quit them- 
ſelves fo clearly of their Prejudi- 
O 4 Ces, 
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ces, as to become wile and peace- 
able and ſubſtantial Chriſtians. 

In ſhort, if we carefully ob- 
ſerve it, we ſhall find that when 
Children have been thus indil- 
creetly educated , their Religion 
differs as much from that of ſober 
and judicious Chriſtians, as the C- 
vil behaviour and converſation of 
thoſe who have been unskilfully 
and conceitedly taught how to 
carry themſelves, does from the 
behaviour of thoſe who have had 
a more free and generous Educa- 
t10N. | 


Il. In matter of Example. There 
' are many Parents whole Lives are 
Exemplary in the main, who yet 
leem to uſe too great a freedom 
before their Children. It is an 
old Rule, andI think a very good 
one, 

Maxima debetur pueris reverentia, 


There 
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There is a very great reverence due to 
Children, "There are many things 
which are not Sins, and therefore 
may lawfully be done, which yer 
it may not be prudent and expe- 
dient to do before all perſons. 
There are ſome words and ations 
ſo trivial and light, that they are 
not fit to be ſaid or done before 
thoſe for whom we have a reve- 
rence. "There is a certain freedom 
of Converſation which is only 
proper among Equals in Age and 
Quality, which it we uſe before 
our Superiors and Betters, we ſeem 
to contemn them ; it before our 
Inferiors, they will go nigh to con- 
temn us. 

It ought to be confider'd , that 
Children do not underſtand the 
exact limits of good and evil, fo 
that if in our words or actions we 
go to the utmoſt bounds of that 
which is Jawſul, we ſhall bein 
danger 
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danger of ſhewing them the way 
tro that which is unlawful. Chil- 
dren are not wont to be careful of 
their ſteps, and therefore we will 
not venture them to play about a 
Precipice, or near a dangerous 
Place, where yer Men that will 
| take care may go ſafely enough, | 
| And therefore Parents ſhould be }} : 
| very careful to keep their Children I | 
| from the Confines of Evil, andat i 

| 
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as great a diſtance from it as they 
can. And to this end their words 
and actions ſhould ever be tem- 
= with gravity and circum 
pection, that Children may not 
ſee or hear any thing which may 
| acquaint them with the approaches 
to Sin, or carry them to the Bor- 
ders of Vice; leſt they ſhould not 
ſtop juſt there, but take a ſtep fur- 
ther than you intended they 
ſhould go. 
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III. In matter of Reproof and 
Correfttion ; many Religious and 
careful Parents are guilty of two 
great Miſcarriages in this Part of 
Education. 

Firſt, Of too much rigor and ſe- 
yerity; which , eſpecially with 
ſome ſort of Tempers, hath very 
ill ſucceſs. The firſt experiment 
that ſhould be made upon Chil- 
dren ſhould be to allure them eo 
their Duty, and by reaſonable ia- 
ducements to gain them to the 
love of Goodneſs ; by Praiſe and 
Reward, and ſometimes by Shame 
and Diſgrace : And if this will do, 
there will be no occaſion to pro- 
ceed to Severity ; elpecially not to 
great Severities, which are very un- 
ſuitable tro Human Nature. A 
mixture of prudent and leafonable 
Reproof or Correftion when there is 
occaſion for it, may do very well ; 
but Whips are not the Cords of a Man ; 
Human 
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Human Nature may be driven b 
them, but it muſt be led by (weet- 
er and gentler ways. 

Speuſippus cauſed the Pictures of 
7oy and Gladneſs to be ſet round a- 
bout his School, to ſignify that the 
buſineſs of Education ought to be 
rendred as pleaſant as may be : 
And indeed Children ſtand in need 
of all the enticements and encou- 
ragements to Learning and Good- 
neſs. Metus haud diuturni Magiſter of- 
ficy, ſays Tully ; Fear alone will not 
teach a man bis Duty and hold him 
to it for any long time : For when that 
is removed, Nature will break 
looſe and do like it ſelf : Beſides, 
that frequent Correfions make Pu- 
niſhments to loſe their Awe and 
force, and are apt to ſpoil the Diſ- 
poſition of Children and to harden 
them againſt Shame; and after a 
while they will deſpiſe Correton, 
when they find they can endure it, 
Great 
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Great Severities do ofcen work 
an effe&t quite contrary to that 
which was intended : And many 
times thoſe who were bred up in a 
very ſevere School, hate Learning 
ever after for the ſake of the cruel» 
ty that was uſed to force it upon 
them : And ſo likewiſe an endea- 
your to bring Children to Piety 
and Goodnels by unreaſonable 
ſtrictneſs and rigor does often be- 
get in them a laſting diſguſt and 
Prejudice againſt Religion , and 
teacheth them , as Eraſmus ſays, 
virtutem ſimul odiſſe & noſſe, to hate 
Virtue at the ſame time that they teach 
them to know it : For by this-means 
Virtue is repreſented to the minds 
of Children under a great dilad- 
vantage , and good and evil are 
brought too near together: So 
that whenever they think of Reli- 
gion and Virtue, they remember 
the Severity which was wont to 
ac- 
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accompany the Inſtructions about 
it ; and the natural hatred which 
men have for Puniſhment is by 
this means derived upon Religion 
itſelf. And indeed how can it be 
expected that Children ſhould love 
their Duty, when they never hear 
of it but with a handful of Rods 
ſhak'd over them ? 

I inſiſt upon this the more, be- 
cauſe I do not remember to have 
obſerved more notorious Inſtances 
of great miſcarriage, than in the 
Children of very ſtrict and ſevere 
Parents, Of which I can give 
no other account but this, that 
Nature when it is thus overcharged 


recoils the more terribly : Ic hath. 


ſomething in it like the Spring of 
an Engine, which being forcibly 
preſsd does upon the firſt liberty 
return back with ſo much the 
greater violence : In like manner 
the vicious diſpoſitions of Chil- 
dren, 
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dren, whenreſtrain'd ſherely by the 
ſeverity of Parents, do break forth 
ſtrangely afſoon as ever. they get 
looſe and from under their Diſci- 
pline. 

Secondly, Another Miſcarriage in 
this matter is, when Reproof and 
CorreQtion are accompanied and 
managed with Paſſion. This is to 
betray one Fault, and perhaps a 
greater, in the puniſhment of ano- 
ther. Beſides, that this makes Re- 
proot and Correftion to look like 
Revenge and Hatred, which uſu- 
ally does not perſuade and reform 
but provoke and exaſperate, And 
this probably may be one reaſon 
of the Apoſile's admonition, Parents 
provoke not your Children unto wrath, 
becaule that is never likely to have 
any good effect. Correfion is a 
kind of Phyfick, which ought ne- 
ver to be adminiſtred in Paſſion, 
but upon counſel and good _ 
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And that Paſſion is incident to 
Parents upon this occaſfon , the 
Apoſtle tells us when he ſays, that 


Heb. 10.12, the Parents of our fleſh chaſten us for 


their pleaſure , that is, they do it 
many times to gratify their Paſſi- 
on ; but God chaſtens us for our pro- 
fit, not in Anger but with a deſign 
ro do us good : And can we have 
a better Patern than our heavenly 
Father to imitate ? 

A Father is as it were a Prince 
and a Judge in his Family : There 
he gives Laws, and inflicts Cen- 
ſures and Puniſhments upon Of- 
fenders. But how misbecoming 
athing would it beto ſee a Judge 
paſs Sentence upon a man in Cho- 
ler? It is the ſame thing to fee a 
Father in the hear and fury of his 
Paſſion correct his Child. It a Fa- 
ther could but ſee himſelf in this 
Mood, and how ill his Paſſion be- 
comes him, inſtead of being An- 
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gry with his Child he would be 
out of Patience with himſelf. I 
proceed to the next thing I propo- 
ſed, namely, 


IV. To make out the truth of 
the Propoſition contained in the 
Text, by ſhewing how the good 
Education of Children comes to be of 
ſo great advantage and to have ſo 200d 
and laſting an influence upon their whole 
Lives, 

[ confeſs there are ſome wild 
and ſavage Natures, monſtrous 
and prodigious Tempers, hard as 
the Rocks, and barren as the Sand 
upon the Sea-ſhore ; which dilco- 
ver ſtrong and early propenſions to 
vice, and a violent antipathy to 
Goodneſs. Such Tempers are nexr 
to deſperate, but yet they are not 
utterly intractable to the Grace of 
God and the Religious Care of 


: Parents. 


P I hope 


IV. 


p . "4 
- «C--- 
IS 


. © 
M —_ 
 ©37 hnons = b 
EY 2 
— 


- 
- 
"- 


—_— 


ERAC AS, 


—— —— - 


CV_ARI—p——_—eo OOO oo — oo - 


» -_— _ 
« s 


_— 


EI Le 


OO OE es Les eat REES; - 


Mts 
—— 


- -—_— 
_ 
_— 


—— 


CNET —_——— 


Pn . 


jr—_— 


PA 7 Ie ©H 4 + 266 
Fn = A _ _ w : oo” - * - bY = 
pe Rr or WEREPMETTR vero > IM 


—y 


- —- —_  —— — — gene — 
+ BY Y , LC 
J DAE. a b 
A. : a p a - 
- = is E ag | 7 "5 I ee »# 
w—_—_ 2 : = "5 ret , 
_ i — . aboard 
_ —_ =_ ——__ —  ——-— - ——— - > — 
< + - —_——_—— DCD EC —_ _—_— Go= 
bf 4 * ——. = a. 
- TD CE I ee Ee eee ee ——_—_ 


Sermon V. Concerning 


I hope ſuch Tempers as theſe 
are very rare, though God is plea- 
ſed they ſhould ſometimes appear 
in the World, as inſtances of the 
great corruption and degeneracy 
of Human Nature , and of the 
great need of Divine Grace, But 
ſurely there is no Temper that is 
abſolutely and irrecoverably pre- 
judiced againlt that which is good. 
This would be fo terrible an Ob- 
jection againſt the Providence of 
God as would be very hard to be 
an{wered, God be thanked, moſt 
Tempers are tra&able to good E- 
ducation, and there is very great 
probability of the good ſucceſs of 
it, if it be carefully and wiſely 
managed, 

And for the Confirmation of 
this Truth I ſhall inſtance in two ve- 
ry great Advantages of a Religious . 
and virtuous Education of Chil- 


dren, 
1/t. Ic 


*.: [7 TIO of Children, 


1/t. Ic gives Religion and Vir- 
tue the advantage of the firſt Pol: 
ſeſſion. 

2dly. The Advantage of Habit 
and Cuſtom. 

Firſt, Good Education gives 
Religion and Virtue the Advantage 
of the firſt Poſſeſſion. The Mind 
of Man is an aGive Principle, and 
will be employed about ſome- 
thing or other. It cannot ſtand 
idle, and will therefore take up 
with that which firlt offers ir lelf. 
So ſoon as Reaſon puts forth it ſelf, 
and the Underſtanding begins to 
be exerciſed, the Mind of man 
diſcovers a natural thirſt after 
knowledge , and greedily drinks 
in that which comes firſt. If ir 
have not the Waters of Life and the 
pure ſtreams of Goodneſs to allay that 
thirſt, it will ſeek ro quench it in 
the filchy Puddles and impure Plea- 


ſures of this World. 
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Now ſince Children wil be 
buſying their Minds about ſome- 
thing, it is good that they ſhould 


be entertained with the beſt things, 


and with the beſt Notions and 
Principles of which their Under- 
ſtanding and Age are capable. It 
1s a happy thing to be Principled, 
and, as | may ſay, Prejudiced the 
betrer way, and that Religion 
{ſhould ger the firſt poſſeſſion of 
their Hearts. For it is certainly a 
great Advantage to Religion to 
be planted in a tender and freſh 
Soil. And if Parents be careleſs 
and neglect this advantage, the E- 
nemy will be ſure to ſow his Lares 
whilſt the Husbandman is aſleep. 
Therefore we f{hould prevent 
the Devil by giving God and Goods 
weſs an early poſſeſſion of our 
Children, and by letting Him into 
their Hearts becrimes, Poſſeſſion is a 
great Point, and ic is of mighty 
con» 
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conſequence to haye Nature plant- 
ed with good Seeds before vicious 
inclinations ſpring up and grow 
into ſtrength and Habit. 

I know that there is a ſpiteful 
Proverb currant in the World, and 
the Devil hath taken care to ſpread 
itto the dilcouragement of an ear- 
ly Piety, 4 young Saint and an old 
Devil; but notwithſtanding this , 
a young Saint is molt likely ro 
prove an old one. Solomon to be 
ſure was of this mind, and 1 make 
no doubt but he made as wile and 
true Proverbs as any body hath 
done ſince: Him only excepted 
who was a much greater and wiſer 
Man than Solomon. 

Secondly, Good Education gives 
likewiſe che Advantage of Habit and 
Cuſtom; and Cuſtom is of mighty 
force. It is, as Pliny in one of his 
Epiſtles ſays of it, ef ficaciſſimns 0M 


mum rerum Magiſter, the moſt power - 
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ful and effeftual Maſter in every kind. 
It is an acquired and a fort of Se- 
cond Nature, and next to Nature 
it ſelf a principle of greateft power, 
Cuſtom bears a huge ſway in all 
Human actions. Men love thoſe 
things and do them with eaſe to 
which they have been long inured 
and accuſtomed. And on the con- 
trary men go 2gainſt Cuſtom with 
great regret and uneaſineſs, 

And among all others, that Cuz 
itom ismoſt ſtrong which is begun 
in Childhood : And we ſee in Ex- 
periencethe ſtrange power of Edu- 
cation in forming perſons to Re- 
ligion and Virtue. Now Education 
is nothing but certain Cuſtoms 
planted in Childhood, and which 
have taken deep Root whilſt Na- 
ture was tender. | 

We lee likewiſe in common ex- 
perience how dangerous an evil 
Habit and Cuſtom is, and how 
bard 
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hard to be alterd. Therefore the 
Cretians, when they would curſe a 
man to purpoſe, wiſh'd that the 
Geds would engage him in ſome 
bad Cuſtom, looking upon a man af- 
ter that to be irrecoverably loſt. 
So on the other Side, to be enga- 
ged in a good Cuſtom is an unſpeak- 
able advantage ; eſpecially for 
Children to be habituated ro a ho- 
ly and virtuous courſe, before the 
Habits of Sin and Vice have taken 

root and are confirm'd in them. 
We are too naturally inclined to 
that which is evil : But yer this 
ought not to diſcourage us, be- 
cauſe it is certain in Experience 
that a contrary _ hath done 
much in many Caſes, even where 
Nature hath been ſtrongly inclined 
the other way. Demoſthenes did by 
great Reſolution and almoſt inh- 
nite Pains, and after a long Habic, 
alter the natural imperfection of 
P 4 his 
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his Speech, and even in deſpite of 
Nature became the moſt eloquent 
Man perhaps that ever lived. And 
this amounts even to a Demonſtra- 
tion, for what hath been done may be 
done, | 

So that it is not univerſally true 
wvhich Ariſtotle lays, That Nature 
cannot be altered. It is true indeed 
in the Inſtance which he gives of 
throwing a Stone upward; you 
cannot, ſays he, by any Cuſtom, 
nay though you fling it up never ſo 
often, teach a Stone to alcend of 
it ſelf : And ſo itis in many other 
Inſtances in which Nature is peremps 
tory: But Nature is not always ſo ; 
but ſometimes hath a great lati- 
tude : As we ſee in young Trees, 
which though they naturally grow 
ftraight up, yet being gently bent 
may be made to grow any way. 
But above all, Moral inclinations 
and habits do admir of great alte- 
ration, 
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ration, and are ſubject to the pow- 
er of a contrary Cuſtom. 

Indeed Children when they 
come to be Men ſhould take great 
care, that they do not owe their 
Religion only to Cuſtom ; but they 
ſhould upon conſideration and due 
examination of the grounds of it, 
ſo far as they are capable of doing 
it, make it their Choice. And yer 
for all that we muſt nor deny the 
beſt Religion in the World this 
greateſt advantage of all other. It 
1s certainly a great happineſs for 
Children to be inclined to that 
which when they come to under- 
ſtand themſelves they would make 
their Choice, it they were indif- 
ferent : But an indifferency can- 
not be preſerved in Children : 
And therefore, fince they will cer- 
tainly be biaſſed one way or other, 
there is all the reaſon in the World 
why we ſhould endea\o!r to byafs 
them 
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them the better way. Parents may 
often miſtake about what is beſt, 
but if they love their Children 
they cannot but wiſh and endea- 
vour that they may be good and 
do what is beſt. 

I come now to the [aft Head 1 
propoled which was 


V. To endeavour by the moſt 
powerful Arguments I can offer, to 
ſtir up and perſuade thoſe whoſe Duty 
this is, to diſcharge it with great Care 
and Conſcience. 

If the foregoing Diſcourſe be 
true, what can be ſaid to thoſe 
who are guilty in the higheſt de- 
oree of the groſs negle& of this 
great Duty 2 Who, neither by In- 


ſtrufion, nor Example, nor Reſtraint 


from evil, do endeavour to make 
their Children good. Some Pa- 
rents are ſuch Monſters, I had almoſt 
{aid Devils, as not to know how 
to 
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to give good things to their Children ; 
but inſtead of bread give them a 
ſtone, inftead of fiſh give them a 
ſerpent, inſtead of an egg give them 
a ſcorpion, as our Saviour expreſ- 
ſeth it. 

Theſe are evil indeed, who train 
up their Children for ruin and de- 
ſtruction ; in the ſervice of the 
Devil, and in the Trade and My- 
ſtery of iniquity : Who, inſtead 
of teaching them the Fear of the 
Lord, infuſe into them the Princi- 
ples of Atheiſm, and Irreligion, and 
Prophaneneſs: Inſtead of teaching 
them to love and reverence Reli- 
gion, they teach them to hate and 
deſpile it, and to make a mock both 
of Sm and Holineſs : Inſtead of 
training them up in the knowledge 
of the H. Scriptures which are able to 
make men wiſe unto Salvation, they 
do edificare ad Gehennam, they edify 
them for Hell, by teaching them to 
pro- 
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prophane that Holy Book, and to 
abuſe the Word of God which they 
ought to tremble at, by turning it 
into Jeſt and Raillery : Inſtead of 
teaching them to Pray and to bleſs 
the Name of God, they teach them 
to Blaſpheme that Great and terrible 
Name, and to prophane it by their 
continual Oaths and Jmprecations : 
And inſtead of bringing them to 
God's Church, they carry them to 
the Devil's Chappels, to Playbouſes 
and Places of debauchery , thole 
Schools and Nurſeries of Lewdneſs 
and ice. 

Thus they, who ought to be 
the great Teachers and Examples of 
Holineſs and Yirtue, are the chief 
encouragers and Patterns of Vice and 
wickedneſs in their Children ; and 
inſtead of reſtraining them from 
evil, they countenance them in it, 
and check all forward inclinations 
to Goodnels; till ar laſt they make 
them 
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them ten times more the Children of 
Wrath, than they were by that cor- 
rupt Nature which they derived 
from them ; and hereby treaſure up, 
both for their Children and them- 
ſelves, wrath againſt the Day of wrath 
and the Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. 

Bur hope there are few or none 
ſuch here. They do not uſe to fre- 
quent God's Houſe and Worſhip. 
And therefore I ſhall apply my 
ſelf ro thoſe who are not {lo noto- 
riouſly guilty in this kind, though 
they are greatly faulty in neglect- 
ing the good Education of their 
Children. And for the greater con- 
viction of ſuch Parents, [ ſhall offer 
tro them the following Conſiderations, 

Firſt, Conſider what a ſad Inhe- 
ritance you have conveyed to your 
Children, You have tranſmitted 
to them corrupt and depraved 
Natures, evil and vicious Inclina- 
cions * 
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tions: You have begotten them in 

our own Image and likeneſs, fo 
that by Nature they are Children of 
wrath. Now methinks Parents that 
have a due ſenſe of this ſhould be 
very lolicitous, by the beſt .means 
they can uſe, to free them from 
that Curſe; by endeayouring to 
corre&t thoſe perverſe diſpoſitions 
and curſed inclinations which they 
have tranſmitted to them. Surely 
you ought to do all you can to re- 
pair that broken Eſtate which 
from you ts deſcended upon them. 

When a Man hath by Treaſon 
tainted his Blood and forfeited his E- 
ſtate, with what grief and regret 
doth he look upon his Children, 
and think of the Injury which hath 
been done to them by his Fault ? 
And how lolicitous is he, before he 
dye, to petition the King for fa- 
your to his Children 2 How ear- 


neſtly doth he charge his Friends to 
be 
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be careful of them and kind to 
them 2 That by theſe means he 
may make the beſt reparation he 
can of their Fortune which hath 
been ruin'd by his Fault. 

And have Parents ſuch a tender- 
nels for their Children, in reference 
to their Eſtate and condition in 
this World ; and have they none 
for the good eſtate of their Souls 
and their eternal condition in ano- 
ther World 2 If you are ſenſible 
that their Blood is tainted, and thar 
their beſt Fortunes are ruin'd by your 
ſad Misfortune ; Why do you not be» 
ſir your ſelves for the repairing of 
God's Image in them? Why do you 
not travel in birth till Chriſt be formed 
in them ? Why do you not pray ear- 
neſtly to God and give Hm noreſt, 
who hath reprieved and it may be 
pardoned you, that He would ex- 
tend his Grace to thim allo, and 
grant them the Bleſſings of his 
New Covenant ? All 
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All your Children are begotten 
of the Bond-woman ; therefore we 
ſhould pray as Abraham did, 0 that 
Iſhmael may live in thy ſight : O that 
theſe Sons of Hagar may be Heirs 
of a Bleſſing. 

Secondly , Conſider in the next 
place, that good Education 1s the 
very beſt Inheritance that you can 
leave to your Children. It is a 
wiſe Saying of Solomon, that Wiſdom 
is good with an Inheritance ; but ſure- 
ly an Inberitance, without Wiſdom 
and Virtue to manage it, is a very 
pernicious thing. And yet how 
many Parents are there who omit 
no Care and Induſtry to get an E- 
ſtare that they may leave it to 
their Children, but uſe no means 
to form their Minds and Manners 
for the right uſe and enjoyment of 
ic ; without which ic had been 
much happier for them to have 
been left in great Poverty and 
ſtraits ? Dot 
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Doſt thou love thy Child 2 This 
is true love to any one, to do the 
beſt for him we can. Of all your 
roil and labour for your Children, 
this may be all the fruic they may 
reap, and all that they may live 
to enjoy, the advantage of a good 
Education. All other things are 
uncertain. You may raiſe your 
Children to Honour, and lettle a 
Noble Eſtate upon them to ſup- 
port it : You may leave them, as 

ou think, .to faichtul Guardians , 
and by kindneſs and obligation 
procure them many Friends : And 
when you have done all this, their 
Guardians may prove unfaithful 
and treacherous, and in the Chan- 
oes and Revolutions of the World 
their Honours may flip from under 
them, and their Riches may take to 
themſelves wings and fly away : And 
when thele are gone, and they 
come to be nipp'd with the Froſts 
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of Adveiſity, their Friends will fall 
off like leaves in Autumn. Th ts a 
ſore evil, which yet 1 have ſeen under 
the Sun. 

But if the good Education of 
your Children hath made them 
wiſe and virtuous, you have pro- 
vided an Inheritance for them 
which is out of the reach of For- 
tune, and cannot be taken from them. 
Crates the Philoſopher uſed to ſtand in 
the higheſt PJaces of the City, and 
ro cry out to the Inhabircants, O ye 
People! why do you toil to get Eflates 

or your Children, when you take no 
care of their Education ? This is, as 
Duogenes laid, to take care of the 
Shove, bur none of the foot that is 
to wear it ; to take great pains for 
an Eſtate for your Children , bur 
none at all to teach them how to 
ule it; that is, to take great care 
to undo them, bur none t@ make 
them happy. 
Thirdly, 


the Education of Children. 


Thirdly, Conſider that by a care- 
ful and Religious Education of 
. your Children you provide for 

your own Comfort and Huppineſs. 
f However they happen to prove, 
| ou will have the comfort of a good 
Conſcience and of having done 
your Duty. It chey be good, they 
| are matter of great Comfort and 
Joy to their Parents. A wiſe Son; 
faich Solomon , maketh a glad Fa- 
ther. It isa great ſatisfaction to 
ſee that which we have planted to 
thrive and grow up; to find the 
good effet of our care and indu- 
ftry, and that the work of our 
hands doth proſper. The Son of 
Sirach, among ſeveral things fot 
which he reckons a Man happy, 
mentions this in the firſt place, He Ecclus. 25; 
that hath joy of his Children. fe 

On the contrary, in wicked 
Children the honour of a Family 
fails, our Name withers, and in 
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the next Generation will quite be 
blotted out: Whereas a hopeful 
Poſterity is a proſpect of a kind of 
Eternity. We cannot leave a better 
and more laſting Monument of our 
ſelves, than in wile and virtuous 
Children. Buildinzs and Books are 
but dead things in compariſon of 
thele living Memorials of our Selves. 

By the good Education of your 
Children you provide for your 
Selves ſome of the beſt Comforts 
both for this World and the other. 
For this World ; and that at ſuch a 
Time when you moſt ſtand in 
need of Comfort, I mean the 
Time of Sickneſs and old Age. Wile 
men have been wont to lay up 
ſome preſidia Seneftutis, ſomething 
to ſupport them in that gloomy 
and melancholy Time, as Buoks, and 
Friends, or the like. But there is no 
ſuch external Comfort ar ſuch a 
Time as good and duciful Chil- 
dren, 
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dren. They will then be the light 
of our Eyes, and the Cordial of our 
fainting Spirits ; and will recom- 
pence all our former care of them 
by their preſent care of #5 : And 
when we are decaying and wither- 
ing away, we ſhall have the plea» 
ſure to ſee our Vouth as it were 7e- 
newed, and our ſelves flouriſhin 
apain in our Children, The Sou 
of Sirach ſpeaking, of the comfore 
which a good Father hath ina well 
educated Son, Though be dye, fays gu 60. 
he, yet he is as if he were not dead, for 4, 5; 
he hath left one behind him that is like 
himſelf. While be lived he ſaw and re- 
Joiced in him, and when he died be was 
not ſorrowful. 

Whereas on the contrary, a foot» 
iſh Son is, as Solomon tells us, a bea- 
vineſs to his Mather, the miſcarriage 
of a Child being apt moſt render- 
ly to affe&t the Mother. Such Pa- 
rents as neglect their Children, do 
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as it were provide ſo many pams 
and Aches for themſelves againſt 
they come to be Old, And rebelli- 
ous Children are to their infirm 
and aged Parents ſo many aggra- 
yations of an evil Day, ſo many 
burthens of their Age: They help 
ro bow them down and to bring 
their gray hairs ſo much the ſooner 
with ſorrow to the grave, They do 
uſually repay their Parents all the 
negle&ts of their Education by 
their undutiful carriage towards 
them. 

And good Children will like- 
wiſe be an unſpeakable Comfort to 
us in the Other World, When we 
come to appear before God at the 
Day of Jadament, to be able to ſay 
to Him, Lo! here am I and the Chil- 
aren which thou haſt given me: How 
will this comfort our Hearts, and 
make us lift up our Heads with 
joy in that Day : 
|  Fowthly, 
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Fourthly, Conſider that the ſu- 
reſt Foundation of the publick 
. || welfare and happinels is laid in the 
; | good Education of Children. Fi- 
, | miliesare increaſed by ( hildren, and 
(ities and Nations are made up of 
Families. And this is a matter of lo 
great concernment both to Religion 
and the (vil happineſs of a Na- 
tion, that anciently the beſt conſti- 
tured (ommonwealths did commit 
; | this care to the Maziſtrate more 
. Þ than to Parents. 

When Antipater demanded of 

, | the Spartans fifty of their Children 
> | for Hoſtages, they offer'd rather to 
. | deliver to Him cewice as many 
| Men; ſo much did they value the 
; | loſs of their (ountrey's Education, 
. | But now amongſt us this Work 
; | lies chiefly upon Parents. There 
| || are ſeveral ways of reforming 
| Men; by the Laws of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and by the publick 
Q 4 Preache 
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Preachmg of Miniſters. But the moſt 
likely and hopetul Reformation of 
the World mutt begin with (hil- 
dren. Wholſume Laws and good 
Sermons are but flow and late 
ways : The timely and the moſt 
compendious way 1s good Educa- 
tion. This may be an effectual 
Prevention of evil, whereas all ai- 
ter-ways are but Remedies, which 
do always ſuppoſe ſome neglect 
and omiſſion of timely care. 

And becauſe our Laws leave ſo 
much to Parents, our Care ſhould 
be ſo much the greater; and we 
ſhould remember that we bring up 
our Children for the Publick, and 
that if they live to be Men, as they 
come ont of our hands they will 
prove a publick Happineſs or Mil- 
chief to the Age. So that we can 
no way better deſerve of Man- 
kind and be greater Benefa&ors to 
the World, than by Peopling it 
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wich a Righteous Offfpring. Good 
Children are the hopes of Poſteri- 
ty, and we cannot leave the World 
a better Legacy than well-diſci- 
plin'd Children. "This gives the 
World the beſt Security that Reli- 
gion will be propagated to Poſte- 
rity, and that the Generations to 
come ſhall know God, and the (hil- 
dren that are to be born ſhall fear the 
Lord. 

This was the great Glory of 
Abraham , next to his being the 
Friend of God, that he was the Father 
of the Faithful. And the careful E- 
ducation of Children, in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord , is 
ſo honourable to Parents, that God 
himſelf would not paſs it by in 
Abraham without ſpecial mention 
of it to his everlaſting commenda- 


tion : 1 know Abraham, ſays God, Gen.18.19, 


that he will command hu children and 
his Houſhold after him to Keep the way 
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of the Lord, and to do Juſtice and 
Tudement. 
Fifthly, Conſider yet further, the 
reat Eyvils conſequent upon this 
neglet. And rhey are manifold, 
Bur not to enlarge particularly up- 
on them, they all end in this, the 
final miſcarriage and ruin of Chil- 
dren. Do but leave depraved cor- 
rupt Nature to its ſelf, and it will 
take its own courſe, and the end 
of it in all probability will be mi- 
ſerable. 

If the generous Seeds of Reli- 
gion and Virtue be not carefully 
ſown in the tender Minds of Chil- 
dren, and thoſe Seeds be not cul- 
tivated by good Education, there 
will certainly ſpring up Briars and 
Thorns, of which Parents will not 
only feel the inconvenience, but 
every body elſe that comes near 
them, 
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If the Ground be not planted with 
ſomething that is good, it will 
bring forth that which is either 
uſeleſs or hurtful, or both : For 
Nature is ſeldom barren, it will 
either bring forth »ſeful Plants, or 
Weeds. 

We are naturally inclined to 
Evil, and the neglect of Education 
puts Children upon a kind of ne- 
ceflity of becoming what they are 
naturally inclin'd to be. Do bur 
let them alone, and they will ſoon 
be habituated to Sin and Vice. And 
when they are once accuſtomed 
to do evil, they have loft their Li- 
berty and Choice : [They are then 
hardly capable of good counſel 
and inſtruction : Or it they be 
patient to hear it, they have no 
power to follow it, being bound 
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in the chains of their Sins, and 1:4 
captive by Satan at his pleaſure. And 
when they have brought them- 
ſelves into this condition , their 
Ruin leems to be ſealed, and with- 
out a Miracle of God's Grace they 
are never to be reclaimed. 

Nor doth the miſchief of this 
neglect end here, but it extends it 
ſelf to the Publick, and to Poſterity, 
If we negle& the good Education 
of our Children, they will in all 
probability prove bad Men; and 
theſe will negle& their Children ; 
and fo the Foundation of an end- 
leſs Miſchief is laid ; and our Po- 
ſterity will be bad Members both 
of Church and Commonwealth. 

If they be negle&ted in matter 
of Inſtruftion, they will either be 
i2norant Or erroneous : Either they 
will not mind Religion, or they 
will diſturb the Church with new 
and wild Opinions: And I fear 
that 
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that the neglect of inſtructing and 
Catechiſms Youth, of which this 


Age hath been ſo grolsly guilty, 


hath made it ſo fruirful of Errors 
and ſtrange Opinions. 

Bur if beſides this, no care be 
taken of their Lives and Manners, 
they will become burchens of the 
Earth, and Peſts of Human So- 
clety, and ſo much Poiſon and in- 
tetion let abroad into the World. 
. Sixthly and Laſtly, Parents ſhould 
often conſider that che neglect of 
this Duty will nor only involye 
them in the jmconvenience, and ſhame, 
and ſorrow, of their Childrens mil- 
carriage, but in a great meaſure in 
the guilt of ic: They will have a 
great ſhare in all the Evil they do, 
and be in ſome ſort chargeable 
with all the Sins they commit. If 
the Children bring forth wild and 
ſowre Grapes, the Parents teeth 
will be let on edge, 

The 
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The temporal Miſchiefs and 
inconveniences which come from 
the caxeleſs Education of Children 
as to (redit, Health and Eſtate , all 
which do uſually ſuffer by the vi. 
cious and lewd courſes of your 
Children ; theſe methinks ſhould 
awaken your care and diligence: 
Bur what is this co the gwile which 
will redound to you upon their ac 
count? Part of all their wicked- 
neſs will be put upon your ſcore; 
and poſſibly the Sins, which they 
commit many years after you are 
dead and gone, will follow you 
into the other World, and brin 
new fewel to Hell, to heat that 
Furnace hotter upon you. 

However, this 1s certain, that 
Parents muſt one Day be accounta- 
ble for all their neglects of their 
(hildren: And fo likewile ſhall 
Miniſters and Maſters of Families for 
their People and Servants, fo far as 
they 
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they had the Charge of them, 

And what will Parents be able 
to ſay to God at the Day of Judg- 
ment for all their neglects of their 
Children, in matter of Inſtrn&ion, 
and Example, and Reſtramt from 
evil 2 How will it make your ears 
to tingle, when God ſhall ariſe 
terribly to Judgment, and ſay to 
you , Behold ! the (Children which 1 
have given you 3 They were ignorant, 
and you inſtrufted them not ; They made 
themſelves vile, and you reſtrained them 
not : Why did not you teach them at 
Home, and bring them to Church to 
the publick Ordinances and Worſhip of 
God, and train them up to the exerciſe 
of Piety and Devotion ? But you did 
not only neglef+ to give them good In- 


ſtruftion, but you gave them bad Exam- 
ple: 4nd lo! they have followed you 


to Fell, to be an addition to your Tor- 
ment there, 
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Unnatural Wretches ! that have thus 
nezletted, and by your neglett deſtroyed 
thoſe, Whoſe Flappineſs by ſo many 
bonds of Duty and Afﬀettion you were 
obliged to procure : Behold ! the Books 
are noW open, and there is not one Prayer 
upon Record that ever you put up for 
your Children : There is no Memorial, 
no not ſo much as of one Hour that 
ever was ſeriouſly ſpent to train them 
up to a ſenſe of God, and to the knows 
ledge of their Duty : But on the con- 
trary it appears, that you have many 
ways contrived their Miſery, and con: 
tributed to their Rum, and help'd for 
ward their Damnation. Flow could you 
be thus unnatural > Flow could you 
thus hate your own Fleſh, and hate 
your own Souls * How much better had 
it been for theni, and how much better 
for you, that they had never been born ? 

Would not ſuch a heavy Charge 
asthis make every: joint of you to 


tremble 2 Will ic not cut you to 
| the 
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the heart, and pierce your very 
Souls, ro have your Children chal- 
lenge you in that Day, and lay to 
you one by one, Had you been as 
careful to teach me the good knowledge 
of the Lord, as I was capable of leari- 
ing it : Had you been but as forward 
to inſtrut} me in my Duty, as I was 
ready to have h:arkend to it , it had 
not been with me as it is at this Day: 
I had not now ſtood trembling here in a 
fearful expeation of the eternal Doom 
which is juſt ready to be paſs d upon me: 
Curſed be the Man that begate me, and 
the Paps that gave me ſuck. Tis to 
You that Imuſt in a great meaſure owe 
my everlaſting undoing. Would it 
not ſtrike any of us with horrot 
ro be »thus challenged and re- 
proached by our Children in that 

Great and terrible Day of the Lord? 
| am not able to make (o dread- 
ful a repreſentation of this martefr 
as it deſerves. But would byall 
R bh1s, 
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this, if it be poſſible, awaken Pa- 
rents toa ſenſe of their Duty, and 
terrify them out of this groſs and 
ſhameful neglect- which ſo many 
are guilty of. For whea I ſeriouſly 
conſider how ſupinely remiſs and 
unconcerned many Parents are as 
to the Religious Education of their 
Children, I cannot bur think of 
that Saying of Auguſtus concerning 
Herod , Better be his Dog than his 
Child: I think it was ſpoken to a- 
nother purpoſe, bur is true like- 
wiſe to the purpoſe Iam ſpeaking 
of: Better to be ſome Mens Dogs, 
or Hawks, or Horſes, than their 
Children: For they take a greater 
Care to breed and train up theſe to 
their ſeveral ends and uſes, than 
to breed up their Children for eter- 
nal Happineſs. 

Upon all theſe accounts, train 
up a Child in the way he ſhould go; that 
when be is old he may not depart from 
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it : That neither your Children 
may be miſerable by your Fault, 
| nor you by the neglect of fo natu- 
| ral and neceſſary a Duty towards 
them. God grant that all that are 
concerned may lay theſe things 
| ſerioully to heart : For his mercies 
ſake in Jeſus Chriſt; To Whom , 
with Thee O Father, and the H. 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory 
both now and ever. men. 
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Advantages of an early Piety. 


A | 
SERMON 
Preached in the 


Church of St. Lawrence Fury, 
In the Year 1662. 


ECCLES. XIl, n. 


Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy Youth ; while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh 
When thou ſhalt ſay 1 have no pleas 
ſure in them. 


N the former Diſcourſes, con- 
cerning the Educarion of Chil- 
dren, I have carried the Argumene 
R 4 through 
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through the tate of Childbocd to 
the beginning of the next ſtep of 
their Age which we- call louth ; 
when they come to exerciſe their 
Reaſon, and to be ht to take upon 
themlelves the performance of 
that Solemn Vow which was made 
for them by theirSuretics in Baptiſm, 
To encourage them to ler le- 
riouſly and in good earneſt abour 
this Work, | ſhall now add ano- 
ther Difcourfe concerning the Ad- 
vantage» of an Early Piety. And to 
this purpoſe | have cholen for the 
foundation of it theſe Words of 
Sotgmon, in his Book called Eccleſi- 
oſtes or the Preacher ; Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
While the eyil days come not, uor the 
Jears draw nich when theu ſhalt ſay 1 
have no pleaſure m them, 
Ir will not be neceſlary to give 
an account of the Context any fur- 


ther th: an tO tell you, that this Tock 
of 
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of the Royal Preacher is a lively de- 
(cription of the Vanity of the 
World in general, and particular- 
ly of the Life of Man. Thisis the 
main Body of his Sermon, in which 
there are here and there ſcattered 
many ſerious Refle&tions upon our 
ſelves, and very weighty Confi- 
derations to quicken our prepara- 
tions for our later End, and to pur 
us in mind of the days of darkneſs 
which will be many, as the Preacher 
tells us in the Chapter before the 
Text. 

Among thele is the Admonition 
and advice in the words of the 
Text : Which do indeed concern 
thoſe that are young, but yet will 
afford uſeful matrer of Meditation 
to perlons of all Ages and Condi- 
tions whatſoever : Of great thank» 
fulneſs ro Almighty God from 
thoſe who by the Grace of Ged, 
and his Bicfhag vpou a pious Edus 


Cation, 
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cation, have emtred upon a Religi- 
ous courſe betimes: And of a deep 
ſorrow and Repentance to thole 
who have neglected and let flip 
this beſt Opportunity of their 
Lives ; and. of taking up a firm 
Reſolution of redeeming that loſs, 
as much as is poſſible, by their fu- 
ture care and diligence : And to 
them more eſpecially , who are 
grown old and have not yet begun 
this great and neceſſary Work, it 
will miniſter occaſ1on to reſolve 
upon a {peedy retreat, and without 
any further delay to return to God 
and their Duty ; leſt the Oppor- 
tunity of doing it, which is now 
almoſt quite ſpent, be loſt for 
ever. 

The Text contains a Duty, which 
is to remember our Creator ; and a Li- 
mitation of it, more eſpecially to one 
particular 4ze and Time of our 
Life ; m the days of qur Youth : Not 
to 
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ro exclude any other Age, but to 
lay a particular Emphaſis and weight 
upon this : Remember thy Creator in 
the days of thy Youth, that is, more 
eſpecially in this Age of thy Life : 
To intimate to us, both that this 
is the fitteſt Seaſon, and that we 
cannot begin this Work too ſoon. 

And this is further illuſtrated by 
the oppoſition of it to Old Je : 
When the evil days come not , nor the 
years draw nigh of which thou ſhalt ſay 
T have no pleaſure in them: This is a 
Deſcription of 01d Age, the evils 
whereof are continually growing ; 
and which in reſpect of the cares 
and griefs, the diſtempers and in- 
firmities which uſually attend it, 
is rather a burthen than a plea- 
ſure, 


In the handling of theſe Words, 
] ſhall do thele three things, 
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Firſt, 1 ſhall conſider the nature 
of the 4& or Duty here enjoin'd, 
and that is to remember God. 

Secondly , I ſhall conſider what 
there is in the Notion of God as 
Creator which is more particularly 
apt to awaken and oblige us to the 
remembrance of Him. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conſider the L:- 
mitation of this Duty more eſpeci- 
ally to this particular Age of our 
Lives, the days of our youth : Why 
we ſhould begin this Work then, 
and nor put it off to the Time of 
Old Age. 


[. I ſhall conſider the nature 
of the AF or Duty here enjoin'd, 
which is to remember our Creator. 
For the underſtanding of which 
Expreſſion and others of the like 
nature in Scripture, It is to be con- 
ſider'd that ic is very uſual in Scrip- 
ture to expreſs Relizion and the 
Whole 
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whole Duty of Man by ſome emi- 
nent A, or Principle, or Part of 
Religion : Sometimes by the Anow- 
ledge of God, and by Faith in Him 
and very frequently by the Fear 
and by the Love of God ; becauſe 
thele are the great Principles and 
Parts of Religion: And fo like- 
wiſe, though. not ſo frequently, 
Religion is exprels'd by the Remem- 
brance of God : Now Remembrance 
is the aQual thought of what we 
do habitually know. 'To remem- 
ber God is to have him actually in 
our minds, and upon all proper 
occaſions to revive the thoughts 
of Him, and as David expreſſeth 
it, to ſet him always before us: I ſet 
the Lord, lays he, always before me, 
that is, God was continually pres 
ſent to his mind and thoughts. 
And in oppoſition to this we 
find wicked men in Scripture de- 
(cribed by the contrary quality, 
gr- 
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forgetfalneſs of God : So they are 


Job 8. 13. deſcribed in Job ; Such are the paths 


of them that forget God, that is, of 
the wicked: And the ſame de- 
ſcription David gives of them : 


Pſal. g. 17. The wicked, ſays he, ſhall be turned 


into Hell, and all the Nations that fore 
get God : And elſewhere he gives 
the ſame charatter of a wicked 


Plal. 10. 4. man, that God is not in all his 


thoughts. 

And the courſe of a Religious 
Life is not unficly exprels'd by our 
Remembrance of God. For to re« 
member a Perſon or Thing is to call 
them to mind upon all proper and 
ficting Occaſions ; to think actual- 
ly of them, ſo as to do that which 
the remembrance of them does 
require, or prompt usto. To re- 
member»a Friend, is to be ready 
upon occaſion to do him all 

ood offices: To remember a kind- 


neſs and benefit, is to be ready 
ro 
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to acknowledge and requite it 
when there is an opportunity : To 
remember an injury, is to be rea- 
dy to revenge it: And in a word 
ro remember any thing is to be 
mindful to do that which the me- 
mory of ſuch a thing doth natu- 
rally ſuggeſt to us. 

So that to remember God, is fre- 
quently and in our moſt ſerious 
and retired thoughts to conſider 
thatthere is ſuch a Being as God is; 
of all Power and Perfettion , who 
made us and all other things, and 
hath given us Laws to live by ſui- 
table to our Natures; and will 
call us to a ſtrict account for our 
obſervance or violation of them, 
and accordingly reward and pu- 
niſh us; very often in this World, 
and to be ſure in the other. 

Ic is to revive often in our minds 
the thoughts of God and of his in- 
finite PerfeGions, and to live con- 
tinually 
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tinually under the power and awe 
of theſe apprehenſions, that He is 
infinitely wile and good, holy 
and juſt; that He 1s always pre- 
ſent with u5, and obſerves what 
we do, and is intimate to our moſt 
ſecret thoughts, and will bring eve- 
ry work into Judgment, and every ſe+ 
cret thing whether it be 900d, or Whe» 
ther it be evil; as the Preacher tells 
us inthe concluſion of this Sermon. 

The Duty then here required 
of us, is lo loon as we arrive at 
the ulc of Realon and the exerciſe 
of our Underſtandings, to take 
God into conſideration, and to be- 
gin a Religious Courſe of Life 
betimes ; to conlecrate the begin- 
ning of our Days and the flower 
and ſtrength of them to his Ser- 
vice: Whilit our Min41 is yer loft 
and render, andin a great meaſure 
[ree from all other impreſſions, to 
be mindful of the Beg that ir above 
us; 
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us; and in all our deſigns and aCti- 
onsto, take God into conſideration, 
and to do:every thing in his Feat 
and with an eye to his Glory. Re- 
member thy Creator, that is, honour, 
fear, love, obey and lerve Him 
and ina word, do eyery thing as 
becomes one that is mindful of 
God, and hath Him continually 
in his thoughts. 

IT. I ſhall in the next place 
conſider, what there is in the No 
tion of God as our Creator that is 
more particularly apt to awaken 
and oblige men to che remem- 
brance of God. The Text does 
not barely require us to remember 
God, but to remember Him as the 
Author and Founder of our Beings : 
Remember thy Creator. And there is 
certainly ſome particular Emphaſis 
in it, ſo that God conſidered under 
the Notion of our Creator is apt to 
ſtrike us with a particular regard 
and 
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and awe of Him. And that upon 
a threefold account ; as Creation 1s a 
ſenſible demonſtration to us 1 [t, Of 
the Being. 2dly. Of the Power, and 
3dly. Of the Goodneſs of God. 
Firſt, Of His Bemg. The Crea- 
tion is of all other the moſt ſenſible 
and obvious Argument of a Deity, 
Other Confiderations may work 
upon our Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, but this doth as it were bring 
God down to our ſenſes. So often 
as we look upto Heaven, or down 
upon the Earth ; upon our Selves, 
orinto our ſelves ; upon the things 
without us, and round about us : 
Which way ſoever we turn our 
eyes, we are encounter'd with 
plain evidences of a Superior Being, 
which made us and all other 
things : Every thing which we be- 
hold with our eyes doth in ſome 
way or other repreſent God to us 
and bring him to our minds, ſo 
as 


' 
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as we cannot avoid the ſight of 
Him if we would. So the P/almiſt 
tells us, The Heavens declare the g1o- pg, 19, t; 
ry of God , and the Firmament ſhews 
the work of his hands, And fo like- 
wiſe Sr, Pau!, The mmviſible things of Rom. 1,20; 
Him, from the Creation of the World, 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things which are made ; even his eternal 'K 
Power and Godhead. iy! 
Secondly, As the Creation 1s a de» a 
monſtration of God's infinite Pow- i8 
er. And this Conſideration is apt " 
to work upon our Fear, the moſt 
wakeful Paſſion of all other in the 
Soul of Man : Inſomuch that the 
Atheiſt would fain aſcribe the Ori- i} 
ginal apprehenſion and belief of a 
Deity to the natural Fears of Men ; ity 
Primus in orbe Deos fecit timor, Fear i 
firſt made Gods; and by this means 
would fain perſuade us that it is ſo 
far from being true that God is our 
Creator, that He is merely the Crea- 
I 2 ture 
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ture of our own vain Fear and Ima» 


gmation. 


But ſurely this is very unreaſo- 
nable. For if there be a God that 
made us, there is infinite reaſon 
why we ſhould ſtand in awe of 
Him, and have him always in our 
mind and thoughts; becauſe He 
who made us and all other things, 
if we neglect Him and forget (o 
great a Benefactor, can as eafily 
make us miſerable, or turn us out 
of Being. Therefore Remember thy 
Creator, and deſpiſe or forget Him 
at thy utmoſt peril. | 

Thirdly, As the Creation is a de- 
monſtration of the Goodneſs of God 
to his Creatures. This Conſide- 
ration of God as our Creator doth 
naturally ſuggeſt ro our minds, 
that his Goodnels brought us into 
Being ; and thar if Being be a Be- 
nefit, Ged is the Fountain and Aus 
thor of it, that his Goodneſs cal- 


led 
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led us out of nothing, and made 
us to be what we are ; for of his 
good pleaſure we are and were created. 
He was under no neceflity of doing 
it ; for He was from eternal Ages 
happy in himſelf before we were, 
and would have been ſo to all 
eternity though we had never 
been ; nor was it poſſible He could 
be under any obligation to us be- 
fore we were. 

And He is not only our Creator 
as He gave us our Beings at firſt, 
but likewiſe as we are preſerved 
and continued in Life by the ſame 
Goodneſs which firſt gaveus Life 
and Breath ; for of his Goodneſs we 
ARE as well as were created. 

And can we forget fo great a 
BenefaCtor, and be wnmindful of the 
God that formed us? Can we chuſe 
but remember the Founder of our 
Beings, the great Patron and Pre- 
ſerver of our Lives? And ſo ſoon 
I 3 as 
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as we arrive at the uſe of Reaſon, 
and diſcover this great BenefaQor 
to whom we owe our Lives and 
all the Bleſſings of them, can we 
forbear to do homage to him, and 
to ſay with David, O come, let us 
worſhip and fall down and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker : For He is the 
Lord our God, it is He that hath made 
445 and. not we our ſelves ; we are his 
People, and the Sheep of his paſture. 


] proceed to conſider inthe 


II. and Laſt place, The Rea- 
ſon of the Limitation of this Duty 
more eſpecially to this particular 
Aoe of our Lives, Remember now 
thy Creator im the days of thy Touth, 
when the evil days come not , noy the 
Jeers dra nigh when thou ſhalt ſay T 
have no pleaſure in them: NOW; in 
the days of thy Youth ; by which So- 
lomon plainly deſigns two things , 


Fuſt, 
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Firſt, To engage young perſons 
to begin this great and neceſlary 
Work of Religion berimes, and 
aſſoon as ever they are capable of 
taking it into conſideration, Re- 
member thy Creator in the days of thy 
Youth. And the Son of Sirach much 
to the ſame purpole, ſpeaking of 
one that in good earneſt applies 
his heart to Wildom , delcribes 


him in this manner, He will give Eccluſ. 4} 


bis heart to reſort early tothe Lord that 
made him ; which is the ſame with 
the expreſſion in the Text, of re- 
membring our Creator in the days of 
our Youth. 

Secondly, To engage young per- 
ſons to ſet about this Work preſent- 
ly, and not to defer it and put ir 
off to the future, as moſt are apt 
to do ; Remember N OW thy Crea- 
tor, in the days of thy youth : Eſpe- 
cially, not co adjourn it to the moſt 
unfit and improper time of all 

S 4 other, 
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other , to the time of infirmity 
and old Age, N OW, in the days of 


; thy Youth; when the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh when thou 


ſhalt ſay 1 have no pleaſure in them : 
While the Sun, or the Light, or tbe 
Moon , or the Stars be not dark- 
en'd, &C. 

And how much reaſon there is 
to preſs both theſe Conſiderations 
upon young perſons I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhey in the following 
Particulars. 

Firſt, Becauſe in this Age of 
our Lives we have the greateſt and 
molt ſenſible obligation to remem- 
ber God our Creator : In the days of 
our youth, when the Bleſſing and 
benefit of Life is new, and the 
memory of it freſh upon our 
Minds. It ought not indeed to be 
{o, but we find it true which Sene- 
ca lays, Nil citins ſeneſcit quam 
2ratia, Nothing ſooner zrows old ang 
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eut of date than Obligation ; and we 
are but too apt to forget what we 
have the greateſt realon to re- 
member. 

In this Age of our Life, when 
we begin to come to the free uſe 
and exerciſe of our Reaſon, the 
firſt ching we are inſtructed in, and 
if we werenot taught it we ſhould, 
though perhaps more ſlowly, dil: 
cover and find it out of our ſelves : 
I ſay, the firft thing we are in- 
ſtructed in and inquiſitive about is 
the Author of our Beings, and how 
we came into the World : And 
when God firſt appears to our 
Minds, and we come by degrees 
clearly to underſtand by whoſe 
Bounty and Bleſfling it is that we 
are and have been preſerved thus 
long , wirthout our own care ; 
principally by the Providence of 
God, and under Him by thole in- 
ftruments which He hath raiſed 
and 


265 © 


Sermon VT. Concerning the os 


and preſerved for that purpoſe : 
When we conſider this, we can- 
not but be ſtrangely ſurpriſed both 
with the Novelty of the Benefit 
and the Greatnels of it. 

And when we have well viewed 
our Selves, and look'd about us, 
upon the Creatures below us, all 
of them ſubject to our Dominion 
and uſc : And when we conſider 
ſeriouſly in what a noble Rank and 
order of Creatures we are placed ; 
and how fearfully and wonder- 
fully we are made, not groveling 
upon the earth or bowed down to 
ic, butof a beautiful and upright 
ſhape of Body, and ſuch a Maje- 
ſty of Countenance as if we were 
all Kings of the Creation: And 
which is much more excellent than 
this, that we are endued with 
Minds and Underſtandings, with 
Reaſon and Speech, whereby we 
are capablenot only of converling 
with 
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with and benefiting one another, 
bur alſo of the knowledge and 
friend{hip and enjoyment of the 
Beſt and moſt Perte&t of Beings, 
God himſelf: I ſay when we firſt 
conſider this and meditate [eriouſly 
- upon it, can we poſlibly ever after 
forget God ? Shall we not natu- 
rally break out into that enquiry 
which Eliby thinks ſo proper for 


Man that he wonders it is not in 


every Man's mouth, Where # God Job 35. 10, 
my Maker, who teacheth me more than the ** 


Beaſts of the Farth, and maketh me 
wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven ? 

So that there is a very ſpecial 
obligation upon us to be mindful 
of God in this Age of our Lives, 
when we firſt come to the know- 
ledge of Him, and when the ſenſe 
of his Favours is freſh and new to 
us ; and not only ſo, but when 
the Blefling of Life is at the very 
beſt and in its yerdure and flower ; 
\v11Cn 


268 


nn, 


Sermon VI. Concerning the 


whea our Health is in its ſtrength 
and vigor, and the pleaſures and 
enjoyments of Life have their full 
talte and perfect reliſh. So Job de- 
ſcribes the days of his youth, 0 


Job 29. 2, that I were as in months paſt, as in the 
31 4+ 


days when God preſerved me ; when his 
Candle ſhined upon my head, and when 
by bis light I walked through darkneſs, 
as I was in the days of my youth, &c. 

Indeed when the evi days are 
once come, and thou art enter'd up- 
on the years in which thou thy ſelf 
haſt no pleaſure, there might be 
ſome ſort of pretence then to for- 
get God ; becauſe then Life begins 
ro wither and decay, and not on- 
ly the gloſs and beauty but even 
the comfort and {weetneſs of it is 
gone, and it becomes an infipid 
and taſtleſs thing : But thou art in- 
excuſable, O Man, whoever thou art, 
if thou art unmindful of God in 
the beſt Age of thy Life, and 
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when the ſenſe of his Benefits 
ought upon all accounts to make 
the ſtrongeſt and deepeſt impreſ- 
ſions upon thy Mind. 

Secondly, The Reaſon will be 
yet ſtronger to putus upon this, if 
we conſider that notwithſtanding 
the great obligation which lies up- 
on us to remember our Creator in the 
days of our youth, we are moſt apt 
at that time of all other to forget 
Him. For that which is the great 
Bleſſing of Youth is allo the great 
Danger of it, I mean the Health 
and Proſperity of it; and though 
men have then leaſt reaſon, yet 
are they moſt apt to forget God 
in the height of pleaſure and in 
the abundance of all things. 

Youth is extremely addicted to 
pleaſure, becauſe it is moſt capa- 
ble and moſt ſenſible of it; and 
where'we are moſt apt to be tran{- 
ported, there we are moſt apt ro 

tranſ- 
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tranſgrels. Nothing does lo belot 
the Mind and extinguiſh in it all 
ſenſe of Divine things as ſenſual 
Pleaſurcs., If we fall in love 
with them , they will take off 
our thoughts from Religion and 
ſteal away our hearts from God. 
For no man can ſerve two Maſters ; 
and the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
God. 

Beſides that Youth is raſh and 
inconſiderate , becauſe unexpe- 
rienced ; and conſequently not 
apt to be cautious and prudent, 
no not as to the future con- 
cernments of this temporal Life ; 
much leſs of that which ſeems 
to be at ſo much a greater di- 
ſtance, and for that reaſon is 
ſo very ſeldom in our thoughts. 

Thirdly, Becauſe this Age is of 
all other the fitteſt and beſt ro 
begin a Religious courſe of Life. 
And this does not contradict 
the 
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the former Argument, though it 


ſeems to do ſo, For as it is 
true of Children, that they are 
moſt prone to be idle and yet 
fitteſt to learn; ſo in the caſe 
we are ſpeaking of both are 
true , that youth is an Age 
wherein we are roo apt, if 
lefe to our ſelves, to forget 
God and Religion , and yet at 
the ſame time fitteſt to receive 
the impreſſions of it. 

Youth is «tas Diſcipline, the 
proper Age of Diſcipline ; very obs 
ſequious and tractable, fir to re- 
ceive any kind of impreſſion and 
to imbibe any tinAure: Now 
we ſhould lay hold of this gold- 
en Opportunity, This Age of 
ſuppleneſs, and obedience, and 
patience for labour, ſhould be 
plyed by Parents, before that ri- 
gor and ftiflnels which grows 
with years come on too faſt, 
Child- 
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Childhood and Youth are choice 
Seaſons for the planting of Reli- 
ion and Virtue, and if Parents 
and Teachers ſleep in this Seed 
time they are ill Husbandmen ; 
for this is the time of plowing and 
ſowing. | 
This Age is certainly the moſt 
proper for Inftruttion, according 
to that of the Prophet, Whom ſhall 
he teach knowledge * Whom ſhall he 
make to underſtand Doftrine ? Them 
that are weaned from the milk and 
drawn from the breaſt. For precept 
muſt be upon precept and line upon line, 
here a little and there a little. And 
the ſooner this is done, the ber- 
ter ; only things muſt be inſtilled 
into them gently and by de- 
ores. 
It is a noted Saying of Ariſto- 
tle, That young Perſons are not fat to 
hear Leftures of Floral Philoſophy ; 
becaufe at that Age Paſſion is ſo 


pie . 


XY Advantages of an early Piety. 


273 


| —C_— — 


predominant and unruly:By which, 
I think, he only means that che 
Minds of young Perſons are leaſt 
prepared to receive the Precepts of 
Morality and to ſubmit to them 
but that he does not hereby intend, 
that therefore no care ought to be 
uſed to form the Minds and Man- 
ners of Youth to Virtue and Good- 
neſs. He certainly underſtood the 
nature and power of evil Habits 
too well to be of that mind; and 
conſequently muſt think that the 
Principles of Morality ought with 
great care and diligence to be in- 
{till'd into young perſons betimes : 
Becaule they of all other have the 
moſt need of this kind of InftruRi- 
on, and this Age is the moſt proper 
Seaſon for it: And the leſs their 
Minds are prepared for it, ſo much 
the more pains ought to be taken 
with them, that they may be taught 
to govern and ſubdue their Paſſions 
7 be- 
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Ecclus. 25, 
13, 


before they grow too ſtiff and head- 
ſtrong, So that if the Seeds of Reli- 
gion and Virtue be not planted in 
our younger years, what is to be 
expected in old Age ? according to 
that of the Son of Sirach, If thou haſt 
gathered nothing in thy Youth, how canſt 
thou expeF to find any thing m thine 
Age? 

Young years are tender and ea- 
fily wrought upon,apt to be mould- 
ed into any faſhion ; they are udum 
G& molle lutum, like moiſt and ſoft clay 
which is pliable ro any form ; bur 
{oon grows hard, and then nothing 
1s to be made of it. It is a very dit- 
fcule thing ro make impreſſions up- 
on Age, and to deface the Evil 
which hath been deeply imprinted 
npon young and tender minds. 
When good inſtruction hath been 
neglected at firſt, a conceited Igno- 
rance doth commonly rake poſleſ- 
fion, and obſtruct all the paſlages 

through 
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through which Knowledge and 
Wiſdom ſhould enter into us. 

Upon this Conſideration the 
Work of Religion ſhould be bez 
gun betimes, becaule it is a mighty 
advantage to any thing to be plant- 
ed in a ground that is newly 
broken up. It is juſt the ſame 
thing for young perſons to be 
enter'd into a Religious courſe 
and to have their Minds habitua- 
red to Virtue before vicious Cues 
ſtoms have got place and ſtrength 
in us : For whoever ſhall attempt 
this afterwards will meet with 
infinite difficulty and oppoliti- 
on, and mult diſpute his ground 
by inches. 

It is good therefore to do that 
which muſt be done one time 
or other, when ir is caſteſt to be 
done; when we may do it with 
the greateſt advantage, and are 
likely to meet with the leaſt and 
A 1 weak- 
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weakeſt oppolition. We ſhould 
anticipate Vice, and prevent the 
Devil and the World by letting 
God into our hearts betimes and 
giving Religion the firſt ſeiſme 
and poſſeſſion of. our Souls, This 
is the time of ſowing our Seed , 
which muſt by no means be ne- 
ole&ted. For the Soul will not 
lye fallow ; good or evil will 
come up. It our minds be not 
cultivated by Religion , Sin and 
Vice will get the poſſeſſion of 
them : But it our tender years 
be ſeaſoned with the knowledg 
and fear of God, this in all pro- 
babiliry will have a good in- 
fluence upon the following courſe 
of our Lives. 

In a word, this Age of our 
Lives is proper for Labour and 
Conflict ; becauſe Youth is full 
of heat and vigor, of courage 
and reſolution to enterpriſe and 
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effe& difficult things. This hear 
indeed renders young perſons ve- 
ry unfit to adviſe and direct them- 
ſelves, and therefore they have 
need to be adviſed and directed 
by thoſe who are wiſer and more 
experienced : Bur yet this heat 
makes them very fit for practice 
and ation; for though they are 
bad at counſel, they are admi- 
rable at execution, when their 
heat is well dire&ted ; they have 
a great deal of vivacity and 
quickneſs, of courage and con» 
— in the way wherein they 
are ſet. 

Beſides, that Youth hath a 
great ſenſe of Honour and Vir- 
tue,. of Praiſe and Commenda- 
tion, which are of great force to 
engage young, perſons to attempr 
worthy and excelient thirgs : 
For hope and confidence, ſtrength 
and courage , with which ſenſe 
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of Honour and deſire of Praiſe 
are apt to inſpire them , are ad- 
mirable inſtruments of Victory 
and Maſtery in any kind; and 
theſe are proper and moſt pecn- 
liarto Youth, 1write unto you young 
men, ſaith St. John, becauſe ye are 
ſtrong, and have overcome the evil 


or of Youth, young perſons 
have ſeveral other qualities which 
make them very capable of learn- 
ing any thing that is good. They 
are apt to believe, becauſe they 
have not been often deceived ; 
and this is a very good quality 
In a Learner. And they are full 
of hopes, which will encourage 
them ro atrempt things even be- 
yond their ſtrength ; becauſe Hope 
is always -of the fucure, and che 
Life of young perlons is in a 
great mealure before them and 


yet 
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et to come. And, which is a 
ood Bridle to reſtrain them from 
that which is evil, they are com- 
monly yery modeſt and baſhful : 
And, which is alſo a ſingular ad- 
. Vantage, they are more apt to do 
that which is honeſt and com- 
mendable than that which is 
gainful and proficable, being in 
a great meaſure free from the 
love of Money, which Experience, as 
well as the Apoſtle, tells us is the 
root of all Evil. Children are 
very ſeldom covetous , becaule 
they have ſeldom been bicten by 
want. 

Fourthly, This is the moſt ac- 
ceptable Time of all other, be- 
cauſe it is the firlt of our Age. 
Under the Law the firſt fruits and 
the gr ſt-born were God's. In like 
manner we ſhould devote the 
firſt of our Age and Time to Him, 
God is the firſt and molt ex- 

s cclient 


o 
- — k 


\ 


_—— SY 


 — Er mg —_——____— 


_ - _ by 
OS eee RS RIEL 7 BW eleSt> {TEES ati > err ro een te mere 
- + %% 


ES A 
LY 


©9%$*.4 # 


ALES a: 54-2 ma ep IAG 


a WL 


— SJ _—— - ——— 
Ky - - = = == 
- = onto 


ap] "Wn 
= 
” 


_—_ "EF AIDED wat_. ES 


I - — 
— AS > Oo 9 206 


_— 


280 


Sermon VI. Concerning the 


cellent of Beings, and therefore 
it is fit that the prime of our 
Age and the excellency of our 
ſtrength ſhould be dedicated to 
Him and his Service. 

An early Piety muſt needs be 
very acceptable and pleaſing to 
God. Qur Blefſed Lord rook great 
plealure to ſee litrle Children come 
unto Him ; an Emblem of the plea- 
{ure he takes that men ſhould 
liſt themſelves betimes in his 
ſervice. St, John was the young- 
eſt of all the Diſciples, and our 
Saviour had a very particular 
kindneſs and affection for him; 
for he is ſaid to be the Diſciple 
whom Jeſus loved. 

It is a good fign that we ya- 
lue God as we ought, and have 
a true eſteem for his ſerygce, 
when we can find in our hearts 
to give him our good Days, and 
the years which we our ſelves baye 
2 fe pleg- 
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pleaſure in: And that we have a 
grateful ſenſe of his benefits 
and of our mighty obligation to 
him, when we make the quick- 
eſt and beſt returns we can, and 
think nothing too good to render 
to Him from whom we have re- 
ceived all. 

It is likewiſe an argument 
of great Sincerity, which is the 
Soul of all Religion and Virtue, 
when a man devotes himſelf to 
God betimes ; becauſe it is a 
pood evidence thar he is not 
drawn by thoſe forcible con- 
ftraints, nor driven to God b 
that preſſing neceſſity which lies 
upon men in time of Sickneſs 
and old Age. And on the con- 
trary, it cannot but be very dil- 
pleaſing to God to be negleed 
by us when we are in the flow- 
er and vigor of our Age: When 
our Blood is warm, and ovr 
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Spirits quick, and our Parts are 
at the beſt, then to think. our 
ſelves too good to ſerve God ; 
what an affront is this to Him 
who hath deſerved ſo infinitely 
well of us, and beyond the belt 
and utmoſt that we can poſſi- 
bly do ? 

Beſides, that there is a pe- 
culiar kind of grace and loye- 
lineſs in the worthy and excel- 
lent aftions of Young Perſons, 
great things being hardly ex- 
pected from them at that Age. 
Early Habits of Virtue, like new 
Cloathes upon a young and 
comely Body , fit very grace- 
fully upon a ſtraight and well- 
ſhapd Mind , and do mightily 
become it. 

As there is. Joy in Heaven 
at the converſion of. a great and 
old Sinner, ſo it cannot but be 
a very delightful Speacle to _ 
an 
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and Angels, and to the Spirits of 
juſt Men made perfe&, ro ſee a 
; Young Perſon beſlteged by pow- 
erful Temptations on every fide, 
ro acquit himſelf gloriouſly, and 
reſolutely to hold out againſt che 
moſt violent Aſſaules: To be- 
hold one, in the pride and flow- 
er of his Age, that is courted by 
Pleaſures and Honours, by the 
Devil and all the bewitching 
Vanities of this World, to reject 
all theſe and to cleave ſtedfaſt- 
ly to God : Nay, to frown up- 
on all theſe Temptations and to 
look down upon them with in- 
dignation and ſcorn, and to ſay, 
Let thoſe dote upon thele things, 
who know no better: Let them 
adore ſenſual Pleaſures and ly- 
ing Vanities, who are ignorant 
of the ſincere and ſolid Plea- 
ſures of Religion and Virtue : 
Let them run into the arms of 
Temprta- 
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Temptation who can forget God 
their Creator, their Preſerver, and 
the Guide of their Youth : As for 
me, I will ſerve the Lord, and 
will employ my whole time ei- 
ther innocently or uſefully, in 
ſerving God, and in doing good 
to Men who are made after the 
Image of God. This work ſhall 
take up my whole Life, there 
ſhall be no void or empty Space 
1n it ; I will endeavour, as muc 

as poſſibly I can, that there may 
be no gap or breach in it for 
the Devil and his Temptations 
to enter in : Lord, I will be 
thine, I have choſen thee for my 
happineſs and my portion for ever : 
Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon Earth that I 
defire' beſides thee. Lo ! they that 
are far from thee ſhall periſh : But 
it is good for me to draw near to 
God, to begin and end my Days 
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in his fear and to his glory. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, This Age 
of our Life may, for any thing 
we know, be the only Time 
we may have for this purpoſe ; 
and if we caſt off the thoughts 
of God and defer the buſineſs 
of Religion to old Age, intend- 
ing, as we pretend, to ſet about 
it at that Time, we may be 
cut off before that Time comes, 
and turned into Hell with the Peo- 
ple that forget God. 

The Work of Religion is the 
moſt neceſlary of all other, and 
muſt be done one time or other, 
or we are certainly undone for 
ever. We cannot begin it too 
ſoon, but we eaſily delay it too 
long; and then we are miſera- 
ble paſt all recovery. He that 
would not venture his immor- 
tal Soul, and pur his everlaſting 
Happineſs upon the greateſt has 
Zard 
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zard and uncercainty, muſt make 
Religion his firſt buſineſs and 
care, mult think of God betimes 
and remember his Creator in the days 
of his Touth. 

I have now done with the 
three things which I propoſed to 
conlider from theſe Words. The 
Inferences from this whole Di 


courſe {hall be thefe two, 
Firſt, To perſuade thoſe that 


are young to remember God their 
Creator, and to engage in the 
ways of Religion and Virtue be- 
times. 

Secondly, To urge thoſe who 
have negleRed this firſt and beſt 
Opportunicy of their Lives, to 
repent quickly and return to a 
better mind ; leſt che Opportu- 
nity be loſt for ever, and their 
cale become deſperate and paſt 


remedy. Fir 
rſt, 
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Firſt, To perſuade thoſe that 
are young to remember God their 
Creator betimes , and to engage 
early in the ways of Religion 
and Virtue. Do not ſuffer your 
ſelves to be cheated and bewitch- 
ed by ſenſual fatisfa&tions, and 
to be deſtroyed by eaſe and pro- 
ſperity. Let not a perpetual 
tenor of Health ard Pleaſure ſoft- 
en and diflolve your Spirits , 
and baniſh all wiſe and ſerious 
thoughts out of your Minds, Be 
not ſo fooliſh and unworthy , 
as to think that you have a pri- 
vilege -to forget God when he 


is moſt mindful of you ; when 


the Candle of the Lord ſhines about 
your Tabernacle, and you are en- 
joying the health, and ftrengrth, 
and {weetneſs of Life. 

No man knows what he does, 
and what an invaluable Frealure 
he prodigally waſtes, when he 


lets 
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lets ſlip this golden Sealon, and 
Opportunity of his Life ; whilſt 
he is yet innocent and untaint- 
ed with Sin and Vice, and his 
Mind is clear of all bad impreſ- 
ſions, and capable of the beſt ; 
not enſlaved to evil, and at li- 
berty ro do well. | 
' Conſider , that the ways of 
Religion and Virtue are nothing 
ſo difficult and unpleaſant now, 
as they will be hereafter: And 
that the longer you forget God, 
and the more you are eſtranged 
from Him, the more unwilling 
you will be to think of him and 
to return to him : That your 
Luſts will every day gain more 
ſtrength, and your hearts by des 
orees will contra ſuch a Riff- 
nels and hardneſs that ic will 
be no eaſy matrer to work up- 
on theni. 


There- 
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Therefore remember your Crea- 
tor in the days of your youth : To 
day , whilſt it is called to day, leſt 
any of you be hardned through the 
deceitfulneſs of Sin. When will 
you think of beginning a good 
courſe, if not now? You have 
a great Work before you fyhich 
cannot be done in a little time, 
which cannot be begun and fi- 
niſh'id at once. Your whole 
Life is no more than ſufficient 
for it; to do it to the beſt ad- 
vantage, and as it ought to be 
done, Do not then think of 
crowding it into a corner of your 
Life, much leſs of putting it 
off to the very end of it: When 
that might comes, no man can work. 

Conſider further ; It we will 
deny God the hearty and vigo- 
rous ſervice of our beſt days, 
how can we expect that he will 


accept the faint and flattering 
u Des» 
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Devotions of old Age ? Wiſe 
men are wont to forecaſt and 
provide ſome ſtay and comfort 
for themſelves againſt the evils 
and infirmities of that Time ; 
that they may have ſomething 
to lean upon in their weakneſs, 
ſomething to mitigate and allay 
the troubles and affliftions of 
that dark and gloomy Evening : 
That what they cannot enjoy of 
preſent pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
may in {ome meaſure be made 
up to them in comfortable re- 
fletions upon the paſt actions 
of a holy and innocent, an uſe- 
ful and well ſpent Life. 

But on the other hand, if 
we have negleted Religion , 
and forgotten God days without 
number; if we have lived an 
ungodly and vicious Life, we 
have treaſured up ſo much guilt 
and remorſe, ſo many aggrava- 
tions 
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tions of our ſorrow and anguiſh 
againſt an evil Day ; and have 


fooliſhly contrived ro make our - 


burthen then heavieſt, when we 
are leaſt able to ſtand under it; and 
have provided and laid in infinite 
matter for Repentance, when 
there is hardly any ſpace and 


opportunity left for the exerciſe . 


of it; and when we ſhall be 
utterly diſhearten'd from ſetting 
about ſo vaſt a Work, of which 
we can ſee no end; and yet 
have fo very lictle time for it , 
that if we do any thing at all 
in it we ſhall be forc'd to hud- 
dle it up in ſo mnch haſte and 
confuſion, as will, I doubt, ſig- 
nify but very. little either to our 


preſent comfort, or our future 


happineſs. 

Conſider this in time, all ye 
that forget God in the Day of your 
proſperity and in the belt Age of 

U 2 your 
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your Life,and yet when the Day of 
affliction and the infirmities of 
Age come upon you would be 
glad then ro have God mindful 
of you, and merciful tro you. 
But if thou wouldſt not have 
Him caſt thee off in thine old Age 
and forſake thee when thy ſtrength 
fails, do thou remember Him in the 
days of thy youth, in the prime 
and vigor of thine Ape : For this 
is the acceptable Time , this is the 
Day of Salvation. 

Therefore acquaint thy ſelf 
with Him, and remember him 
NOW; m the days of thy Youth ; 
defer not ſo neceſſary a work , 
no not for. one moment : Begin 
it juſt ow, that ſo thou mayeſt 
have made ſome good progreſs 
in it before the evil days come ; 
before the Sun, and the Moon, and 
the Stars be darkened, and all the 
comforts and joys of Life be fled 
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Be not deceived, O man, who- 
ſoever thou art; for God is nt 
mock'd. He will not be put off 
by us with the Days m Which we 
our ſelves have no pleaſure. Offer 
up thy ſelf a living Sacrifice and 
not a Carkaſs, if thou wouldſt 
be accepted. Do not provoke 
and affront the Living God by 
offering up to him faint ſpirits, 
and feeble hands, and dim eyes, 
and a dead heart. He hath been 
bountiful to us in giving us the 
beſt Bleſſings of Life, and all 
things richly to enjoy ; and do 
we grudge Him the moſt va- 
luable part of our Lives , and 
the years which we our (elves have 
pleaſure in > Do we thus requite the 
Lord ? fooliſh people and unwiſe | 
Is the Giver of all good things 


unworthy to receive from us (a- 


ny thing that is good? If tbe 


offer up the lame in Sacrifice, is it 
un 3 1t 
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not evil ? and if We offer up the 
blind , is it net evil? Offer it now 
to thy Governor , and try if be will 
be pleaſed with thee and accept thy 
perſon. Hath God deſeryed fo 
ill at our hands, that we ſhould 
forget and neglect Him? And 
hath the Devil deſerved ſo well 
of us, that we ſhould be con- 
tented to ſpend the beſt part cf 
our Lives in his Service, which 
is perfect Slavery 2 Was he our 
Creator, or can he make us hap- 
py { Nay, does he not carry on 
a moſt malicious deſign to make 
us for ever miſerable ? 

Secondly , Let me urge thoſe 
who-have negle&ted this firſt and 
beſt Opportunity of their Lives 
to repent quickly and return to 
a better mind, leſt all Opportu- 
nity of doing it be loſt for e- 
ver, and their caſe become deſ- 
perate and paſt remedy, Re- 

ſolve 
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ſolve to redeem, if it be poſſi- 
ble, the Time which you ſhould 
have improved : you have ſquan- 
derd away too much already , 
waſte no more of this precious 
Opportunity of Life : you have 
deferr'd a neceſlary Work too 
long , delay it no longer. Do 
not delude your ſelves with yain 
hopes that this Work may be 
done at any time, and in an 
inſtant ; and that if you can but 
faſhion your laſt breath into 
Lord have mercy upon me, this will 
prevail with God and make a- 
ronement for the long courſe 
of a wicked and finful Life. 
What ftrange thoughts have men 
of God and Heaven , what ex- 
travagant conceirs of the little 
evil of Sin and the great eaſ1- 
nels of Repentance , that can 
impoſe upon themſelves at this 
rate * 

ua, Be- 
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Bethink your ſelves better in 
time, conſider and ſhew your ſelves 
men. What will you do in the 
day of your diſtreſs, who have 
neglefted God in your moſt 
flouriſhing and proſperous condi- 
tion ? What will you ſay -to 
' Him in a dying hour, who 
ſcarce ever had one ſerious thought 
of him all your Life? Can. you 
haye the face at that time to be- 
ſpeak him in this manner ? Lord, 
now the World and my Luſts 
have left me, and I feel my lelf 
ready to fink into eternal per- 
dition, I Jay hold upon thy Mer- 
cy to deliver my Soul from go- 
ing down into the Pit. I have 
heard ſtrange things of thy Good- 
neſs and that thou art merci- 
ful even to a miracle. This is 
that which I always truſted to, 
that after a long Life of Sin 
and Vanity thou wouldeſt at 
taſk 
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laſt be pacified with a few pe- 
nitent words and fighs at the 
hour of Death. Ler me not, 
I pray thee , be diſappointed 
of this hope and put to confu- 
ſton, 

Is this an addreſs fir to be 
made to a wile man, much leſs 
ro the all-wiſe and juſt Judge of 
' the World? And yer this ſeems 
to be the plain interpretation 
of the late and forc'd applicati- 
on of a great and habitual Sin- 
ner to Almighty God in his laſt 
extremity, and when he is juſt 
giving up the ghoſt and going 
to appear before his dreadful 
Tribunal. 

[ ſay again, let no man deceive 
you with vain words, or with vain 
hopes, or with falſe notions of a 
flight and ſudden repentance : As if 
Heaven were an Hoſpital found- 
ed on purpoſe to receive all ſick 


and 
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and maimed perſons, that when 
they can live no longer to the 
Luſts of the Fleſh and the fin- 
ful Pleaſures of this World can 
but put up a cold and formal 
Petition to be admitted there. 

No, No, as ſure as God is 
true , they ſhall never ſee the 
Kingdom of God, who inſtead 
of ſeeking it in the firſt place 
make it their laſt Refuge and 
Retreat : And when they find 
themſelves under the Sentence 
of Death and Damnation , only 
to avoid preſent Execution, and 
ſince there is no other remedy, 
do at laſt bethink themſelves of 
getting to Heaven, and fall yp- 
on their knees to petition the 
Great Judge of the World that they 
may be tranſported thither. 

Can oy man in reaſon exe 
pet that ſuch a Petition will be 
granted? I tell you Nay ; but 


CX- 
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except you repent ſooner, and 
at a fitter time, and after a 
better faſhion, you ſhall certain- 
ly periſh. As much as God de- 
fires the Salvation of Men, he 
will not proſtitute Heaven , and 
ſer the Gates of it wide open 
to thole who only fly to ic in 
extremity , but never ſought it 
in good earneſt, nor indeed do 
now care for it or defire it for 
any other reaſon, but to excuſe 
them from going to Hell. They 
have no value for Heaven , be- 
cauſe they are in no wiſe fit for 
it , but yet they chink Hell 
to be the worſe Place of the 
rwo. 

The ever Bleſfied God is Him- 
ſelf abundantly ſufficient for his 
own Happinels, and does not 
need our company to make a- 
ny addition to ic: Nor yet is 
Heaven ſo deſolate a Place, or 
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ſo utterly void of Inhabitants , 
that like ſome newly diſcover» 
ed Plantation it ſhould be glad 
to receive the moſt vile and 
profligate perſons, the Scum and 
retuſe of Mankind. There are 
an innumerable Company of 
glorious Angels, much nobler 
Creatures than the beſt of Men, 
to people thoſe bleſſed Regi- 
ons. Thouſands of thouſands con- 
tinually ſtand before God , and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſands miniſter 
unto Him. 

We do abſolutely ſtand in 
need of God to make us hap- 
Py , but He hath no need of 
us to help Him to be lo. 
God indeed is ſo good , as to 
deſire our Happinels .as earneſt- 
ly as if it were neceſſary to 
his own : But he is happy in 
and from Himſelf, and with- 
out Him it is impoſſible we 


{hould 


# Advantages of an early Piety. 


301 


ſhould be happy, - nay we muſt 
of neceſſity be for ever miſe» 
rable. 


To conclude ; if we would 
have God to accept us in a 
dying hour , and our B. Savi- 
our to remember us now be is in 
his Kingdom , let us think of 
him betimes, and acquaint our 
elves with him that we may be at 
peace: NOW; before the evil 
days come , and the years draw nigh 
when we ſhall ſay we have no pleas 
ſure in them. 

O that men were wiſe , that they 
underſtood this , and that they would 
conſider their latter end. Which 
God of his infiaite Goodneſs 
grant that we may all ſeri- 
ouſly lay to heart, in this our 
Day ; and may learn betimes 
ſo to number our days, that we 
may 
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may apply our hearts to wiſdom : 
For his mercies ſake in Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom with the Fa- 
ther and the H. Ghoſt, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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Thankſgiving to Almighty God for having made his 
Highneſs the Prince of Orange the Glorious Inſtrument 
of the Great Deliverance of this Kingdom from Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Power. 

A Sermon preached before the Queen at H#7#ehall, 
on Matth. 5. 44. 

A Sermon preached before the King and Queen ar 
Hampton Court, on Luke 10. 42. 

A Sermon preathed before the Queen, on Marth. 
25. 46. 

A Sermon -—Y before the Houſe of Commons 
upon a Monthly Faſt, on Eccleſ. 9. 11+ 

A Sermon preached before the Lord Mayor at Bow- 
Church, upon the Monthly Faſt, on Fey. 6. 8. 

A Sermon preached before the Queen , on A#s 
24. 16. 

A Sermon preached before the Queen at I#hite-hal 
upon the Monthly Faſt, S:premb. 16. 1691, on Zech, 
7.5: 

A Sermon preached before the Queen at Whitehall , 
March 20. 1692. on Pſalm 73. 25. 

AThankſgivingSermon preach'd beforetheKing and 
Queen at Mkite-kal, Ofeb. 27. 1693. on Jer. yg. 23, 24. 

Theſe Tin in Quarto. 


Sermons concerning the Divinity and Incarnation 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, O# avs. 

A Sermon preached before the Queen at White-hal, 
concerning the Sactifice and Satisfattion of Chriſt, on 
Heb. 9. 26. 

A Sermon concerning the Unity of the Divine 
Natuge and Trinity, on 1 Tim. 2. 5. Serious 


Serious and Seaſonable Advice to the Engliſh Soldiers 
of His. Majeſty's Army ; by Robert Eyres, Fellow of 
the Colledge near Wincheſter. In Twelves, Price 3 d. 

Printed for Brabazon Aylmer, and William Rogers. 

The Exat&t Effigies of his Grace, John, Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury , on a large Sheet of Paper, curi- 
ouſly Engraven by Mr. White, from Mrs. Beal's Paint- 
ing, Price 12 d. 


Books writ by the Learned Dy. Tſaac Barrow, late Maſter of 
Trinity-Csllege in Cambridge. And Publiſhed by His 
Grace FO HN Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Four Volumes in Folio. ' 


HE Firſt Volume,containing Thirty two Sermons 

Preached upon ſeveral Occaſions. An Expoſition 

of the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments ; * 

alſo the DoArine of the Sacraments. A Learned Trea- 

riſe of the Popes Supremacy, With ſome Account of 
the Author's Life. , 

The Second Volume containing Sermons and Ex- 
poſirions upon the Apoſtles Creed. 

The Thid Volume containing Forty five Sermons 
upon ſeveral Occaſions: Compleating . his Eng/zſh 
Works. | 

The Fourth Volume, being his Opuſcula ; viz. Deter« 
minationes, Conc. ad Clerum, Orationes, Poemata, &Cc. 

Any of the {aid Volumes may be had alone. 

All Sold by Brabazon Aylmer, at the Three Pigeons in 
Cornhil. 


A PraCtical Diſcourſe concerning Death. In 04 ave 
Price 3 s. In Twelve: Price 2 5. ; 

A PraQtical Diſcourſe concerning a Future Judg- 
ment. O#avyo. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Divine Providence. 
Quarto, | 

Trefſe Three by the Reverimnd Dr. Sherlock , Dean of 

Se. Paul's, . 

A Sermon preach'd at the Chappel of Brentwood in 
Eſſex, Otieo. 7. 1693. at the Viiitation of the Right 
R-verend Father in God Henry Lord Biſhop of Londen ; 
publiſhed by his Lordſkip's Order ; by Ofjþ. Blackall, 
Re&or of South-Okendon in £fſ.x*. Quarto. 

Printed for Willi-m Rogers. 


